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In Istanbul, Ruffa 
hops from Asia to 
Europe every day 
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BPI forms banking 
subsidiary for OFWs, offers 
24/7 investment counseling 
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P19-M misdeclared 
ukay-ukay frozen pork cuts 
and woven fabrics seized 
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FBl arrests 7 people 
suspected of plotting 
to hit Sears Tower 


Top PNP post a toss-up 


between Calderon, Razon 


By Luige A. del Puerto. 
A TOSS-UP BETWEEN DEPUTY CHIEFS OSCAR 


Calderon and Avelino Razon Jr. Is how outgoing po- 
lice chief Director General Arturo Lomibao sees the 
‘outcome of the contest forthe top police post 


which he is set to vacate next month. 


But that assumes that the term of Lomibao, who E. 


BALA 


wili reach the retirement age of 56 on July 5, s not 
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San Beda 
law school 
drops 26 
top profs 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


ONE OF THE COUNTRY S PRES- 
tigious law schools has lost 26 of 
its top professors over a row with 
the dean who decided to keep 
three senior students who had 
failed twice in two subjects, 

These professors—three of 
them regional trial court 
judges—were not re-hired this 
semester. They were signatories 
in a petition seeking the resigna- 
tion of Virgilio Jara, dean of the 
SByesrold San Beda law 
School. 

Many of them had been teach- 
ing їп the school for at least 10 
years until they were shown the 
door, according to Sixto Bril- 
liantes, president of the law 
school's alumni association and a 
member of the teaching force 
since 1966. 

“These are no ordinary teach- 
ers—they're veterans and good at 
what they are doing," he told the 
Inquinen in an interview Wednes- 
day. "Besides, what wrong have 
they done to lose their teaching 
posts?" 

Rocky Delson, the prefect of 
students, yesterday admitted that 
the 26 teachers were not re-hired 
їп connection with their demand 
for the dean's resignation. 

“They signed the letter de- 
manding Jara's resignation,” he 
told the Inquirer, explaining that 
the dean had the right to "de- 
mand respect” from the faculty. 
"So he said, ‘perhaps its better 
that these professors don't teach 
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Now, it's Gloria 
vs thinking class 


By Philip C. Tubeza, 
Christian V. Esguerra 


FEARLESS VIEWS 


and Armand N. Nocum 
IT'S THE THINKING CLASS 


vs GMA. 
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‘THE PATIENT seems impatient to get back to work. President Arroyo looking well and cheery in her suite at the St.Luke's Hospital has her 


laptop good and ready and meets her chief of staff Mike Defensor and Presidential Management Staff chief Arthur Yap. 


MALACARANG PHOTO 


Infection blamed on killer work schedule 


By Gil С. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Christine Avendaño 


CABINET OFFICIALS ARE HOP- 
ing that President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуоз hospital confinement 
would convince their workaholic 
boss—who also has a hearty'ap- 
petite for food—to finally slow 
down before her killer schedule 
gets her, and more of her top ad- 
visers. 

So punishing has been Ms Ar- 
royo's working hours that two of 


her previous executive secretaries 
and a chief of staff ended up hav- 
ing to undergo heart operations. 

* hope this incident will make 
her realize that any machine that 
is overworked can have a break- 
down,” Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez told the Inquiren. 

Ms Arroyo was diagnosed with 
acute infectious diarrhea apparent- 
уу caused by work-related stress. 

“already told her months ago 
that we, she in particular, have to 
slow down,” said Presidential 


Chief of Staff Michael Defensor, 
who was chosen to air the com- 
plaints of his Cabinet peers who 
could not keep up with the Presi- 
dent's hectic work day. 

But Ms Arroyo did not heed 
Defensor's request. 

"She continued to work from 6 
ал. to 2 am. on the average. 
Even upon the insistence of the 
core group that drafts her sched- 
ule, she overrules us and contin- 
wes to add more to her sched- 
Чез, said Defensor. 


Gonzalez said that most Cabinet 
sessions would last seven hours. 

"The President controls the 
meeting, she is never & passive 
participant,” Gonzalez said. 

А very late sleeper, Ms Arroyo 
was also said to bring paper work 
right o the presidential suite. 

Ms Arroyo's style of working, 
which is characterized by atten- 
tion to details, has left her Cabi- 
net secretaries gasping for breath 
or with litte time for sleep. 

INFECTION A6 


Bomb blasts Maguindanao governor convoy; 6 killed 


By Jeoffrey Maitem, Edwin 
Fernandez and Nash Maulana 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


SHARIFF AGUAK, MAGUIN- 
danao—A bomb exploded early 
yesterday at a crowded public 
market here as a convoy carrying 
Maguindanao Gov. Andal Ampat- 
чап was passing by, killing six 
people, including three of his rel- 
atives and a three-year old girl, 
police said. 
Supt. 


Lumala Gunting, 


By Volt Contreras 
and Tarra V. Quismundo 


THE TRIP TO OLONGAPO CITY 
from their native Zamboanga 
‘was supposed to be about fun. 
But things took a horrifying turn 
and two sisters face the darkest 
moment of their lives as they 
pursue a rape case against four 
United States soldiers. 

‘A stepsister of “Nicole,” the 22- 
year-old complainant in the Subic 
таре case, yesterday gave what 
may yet be the most agonized testi- 
mony heard at the trial, recounting 
how а casual dance floor en- 
counter with US soldiers tumed 
theirnight-out into a nightmare. 


Maguindanao police chief, said at 
least 10 civilians were also in- 
jured in the blast that occurred at 
around 7 a.m. yesterday. But Am- 
patuan, a close ally of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo, was unhurt. 

Since 2001, Ampatuan has sur- 
vived at least 10 assassination at- 
tempts by still unidentified suspects. 

Many of the bombs used in 
past attacks were fashioned from 
mortar shells. 

‘The bomb, he said, was placed 
inside a red Suzuki multi-cab 


‘Anna Liza Franco, 25, related 
how she saw Nicole dancing with 
опе of the accused US Marines at 
the Neptune Club before losing 
sight of her and finding her some 
two hours later at their hotel with a 
police escort and "in a state of 
shock” 

Franco delivered the last 30 
minutes of her three-hour testimo- 
пу in tears, prompting Makati 
Judge Benjamin Pozon to adjourn 
the hearing an hour early. She will 
resume her testimony on Monday. 

‘As the gallery emptied, the sis- 
ters embraced, with Nicole rubbing 
the back of a still sobbing Franco. 

Testifying in Filipino on direct 
‘examination by private prosecutor 


parked in front of the town’s new- 
iy-built market. 

"There's no other target but the. 
governor," said Gunting. "Ampat: 
wan was on the lead car and was 
going to his farm when the explo- 
sion occurred," he said. 

Most of those killed were in the 
second car, a Toyota Revo, he 
said. 

The fatalities were identified 
as Edzrapel Mangansakan Ab- 
dulrakman Kasuyo, 50, a defea 
ed mayoralty aspirant in Pikit, 


Evalyn Ursua, Franco told the court 
what she remembered from the 
time the two arrived in Subic ший 
the moment she saw a distraught 
Nicole after the alleged rape. 

She also pointed to accused 
Lance Cpl. Daniel Smith as the 
man she saw dancing with her 
stepsister inside the Neptune Club 
minutes before she lost sight of her. 

Nicole has accused Smith of rap- 
ing her at the back of a Starex van 
at about 11:30 pm. on Nov. 1, 
2005, while cruising around the 
Subic Bay Freeport, as Staff Sgt. 
Chad Carpentier and Lance Corpo- 
тав Dominic Duplantis and Keith 
Silkwood cheered him on. 


STEPSISL AR 


North Cotabato and a close ally 
of the governor; Kamlon Ampat- 
wan; Cajelo Datumanong a 
nephew of Maguindanao Rep. 
Simeon Datumanong; ап 
unidentified bodyguard, and the 
three-year-old girl, who was on 
the roadside when the bomb 
went off. Another male victim, 
also a relative of Ampatuan, later 
died at the hospital, 

“It was a well planned attack, 
bur it failed to hit its target,” 
Gunting said. 


Investigators who rushed to 
the scene said the bomb was fash- 
ioned out of four mortar shells 
which were hidden in the van and 
detonated as Ampatuan's convoy 
was passing the market. 

Col. Franklin del Prado, 
spokesperson of the Army's 6th 
Infantry Division, said samples 
collected from the blast site were 
consistent with the components 
of an Bl-millimeter mortar shell. 
He did not elaborate. 

BOMB/AS 


Many among the coun- 
уз intellectual and literary 
class would want President 
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e: Pm fine’ 


President 
leaves 
hospital 
today 


By Christine О. Avendaño 


EVEN IN HER HOSPI- 
tal bed, cradling a com- 
puter on her lap, she 
gave the impression of 
being at work and in 
command. 


"Тт feeling fine. I'm feeling 
fine,” President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo said yesterday, in a bid to as- 
sure the nation that she was well, 
up and about, and very much in 
charge. 

А day after being rushed to 
the St. Luke's Medical Center 
with abdominal pains, Ms Ar- 
royo, her hair buffed and her 
face made up, made her first 
public appearance to show that 
she had recovered from her ail- 
ment and was пог suffering 
from anything else. 

Her doctors said she had à 
case of "acute infectious diar- 
rhea" and that while she could 
already be discharged from the 
hospital, her family chose to 
keep her there until today so she. 
could rest before leaving for Eu- 
rope on Sunday. 

Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor said the Presi- 
dent would leave the hospital to- 
day and would push ahead with 
heroriginal schedule to sign a bill 
repealing the death penalty at 10 
am 

Defensor stressed that Ms Ar- 
royo remained very much in 
charge of the government despite 
her ailment. 

“We have nothing to woı 
She is giving us directives and 
directions and so there's no rea- 
son for her not to continue to 
run the government," Defensor 
said. 

"There's no need to really have 
someone designated as officer in 
charge. She is in charge." 

In a medical bulletin at 6 
o'clock last night, the doctors 
said Ms Arroyo had "fully recov- 
егей, (and is) back to her usual 
self, after she has rested com- 
fortably.” 

‘They rejected suggestions that 
she might have suffered a case of 
food poisoning, saying they did 
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MOST AGONIZED TESTIMONY: Anna Liza Franco 
says she lost sight of "Nicole" and found her 2 hours 
later in their hotel room in "a state of shock 
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‘You can’t kill an insurgency’ 


By Luige del Puerto ‘cept of “collateral damage" from 
the vocabulary of officers dealing 
GOVERNMENT FORCES MAY SUCCEED IN “тту cpa 
а т : "There must be no unnecessary 
killing every last rebel in the country but the in- victims... Ifa non-combatant father 
i i ice dies even [in a] legitimate military 
ашау will not go away that easily, a top police cocina ie einer 
official said yesterday. sense of deprivation is there,” he 
“You can kill all the insurgents, usher in economic development, he said, adding that the surviving kin 
‚but you cannot kill the insurgency” said. now become vulnerable to recruit- 
aid the Philippine National Police Otherwise, the insurgency wil ment 
official who did not want to be resurface “like a vins" needing a Тһе Commission on Human 
палей for fear of antagonizing his more potent cure, Querol said. Rights yesterday said the billion-pe- 
military colleagues. “If you take out the armed com- зо budget for final push against the 
4 ‘Mts an aggressive stance, fs а ponent and the government does communist insurgency would be 
Я.ләрксһо stance... is Ше killing all nothing to improve livelihood, at better spent developing far-flung 
“iminal elements, but there wil be the end of the day people are stil barangays, not on guns and attack 
E other set of criminals after” said роо: If your stomach rumbles, then helicopters. 
edie police official whose views your mind succumbs... to propa- "People side with the New Peo- 
“eechoed an assessment made earlier ganda," he said. ples Army because government has н = r ч 2 
“by Police Director General Vidal S аз. PNP official said done nothing about their рік” ВЕР SATUR OCAMPO and wife Carolina Malay at airport immigration window. JESSYUSON 
est cielo ts National Capi- the key to solving the rebellion is to said Dominador Calamba Il, CHR 
al Region Police Office. allow the same opportunities in ur- officer in charge. н 
renim орду emere Ме бошт ote Te МИ ind dem тому 1901707 LEAVES A ter ai rport ap 
recent order to the Armed Forces to countryside. give them fertilizers, help them in 
wipeoutthecommumistinsurgency Не noted that the NPA has been their livelihood,” he said. 
in two years has become азошсеоЁ effective in exploiting the "inability Calamba said it was the govem- By Nikko Dizon against Ocampo stemming from Не said that Ocampo also 
unspoken rivalry between the mili- of government to deliver services in ments right and obligation to fight the foiled coup attempt last spoke with Gonzalez on a mobile 
tary and the police organizations. remote areas" where ob opportuni- the insurgency and protect the AFTER MANY FRUSTRATING February phone, assuring him he would re- 
‘Anc-insurgency is traditionally ties are scarce and the rebellion of- state. moments at the airport when һе Ocampo was held at the Майа turn to the country. 
the job of the PNP as the civilian fers an alternative way of life. "But the fight should not be believed govemment rancor would despite his protestations that a Colmenares said that Gonza- 
agency in charge of intemal securi- Querol said the govemment was tarred by human rights violations. force him to miss his fight, Bayan court order issued by Regional lez told Ocampo not to speak 
ty The АЕРУ job is to defend the оп the right track with the renewed the innocent are protected,” he ‘Muna ралуйы Rep. Satur Ocampo Trial Court (RTC) Judge Reinto against the Philippines while in 
country from external attack. antinsurgency campaign. Any said was able to take a Lufthansa plane Quilala last June 20 allowed him Geneva. 
ars police officials and Ine money that would aid the miliary Defense Secretary Avelino Cruz for Geneva three minutes before to travel to Geneva and there, Жа Satu told him that he 
tior Secretary Ronaldo Puno have and police in fighting rebels is very yesterday announced the govem- take-offlastnight. after to Belgium for a meeting of would never speak against the 
urged Malacafiang to give фе РМР much welcome, he said. ment will provide P1.5 billion for He his wife, Carolina Malay, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, country but speaking against the 
ап equal role with the AFP in the But to strike at the root of the on-base housing for soldiers. мете the last passengers to limb and frenzied telephone calls to government if there are viola- 
new aggressive antiinsurgency problem is to “liberate ordinary The amount to come from the On board. Gonzalez and Immigration Com- tions is another matter” Col- 
Campaign which comes with a Pl. people fiom the chuches of pover- eamingsoftheMalampaya natural Ocampowasallreadytoleave missioner Alipio Fernandes menares said. 
billion budget. Sy? he sid. gas project, wilbedeposited"inthe for a week-long wip fora session It took a call to Presidential Gonzalez also asked Ocampo 
шеги Sed the unnamed PNP But the unnamed police official next few days" in the moderniza- ofthe United Nations High Com- Chief of Staff Michael Defensor to isea semen о the BI that 
official provide a glimpse into how warned that “a lor of people would tion trust fund of the AFR Cruz an- missioner for Human Rights in before Ocampo was finally al- he would return to the country 
the police organization views the just die" И government moves nounced at the 108th anniversary Geneva but was held at the Bu- lowed to leave on June 30, the lawyer said, 
Ainanmentssenewedallautärive against the rebels without geting celebrtionsofthePhlippineNavy Teau of Immigration atthe Ninoy "We called up Mike Defensor adding that Ocampo would no 
against the Communist Party of the the support of the people. He said the money will be used  AquinolntematonaAirporona and told him that we will be longer go to Brussels, Belgium. 
Philippines and its armed wing, the Тһе battle against the commu- to build some 3,000 housing units. hold departure ordes. forced to call the UN andthe IPU Prior to checking in for his 
New People's Атту. пыз must be waged in the context The lack of military housing has Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- about the violation ofthe human fight, Ocampo told reponer 
Querd said military operations of a “just war” and government been an issue in several coup ar. lez had issued the order which rights of Sanw Ocampo” Neri that Gonzalez’s issuance of a hold 
solve düly-one aspect of a-muli- must occupy the “moral high; tempts. With reports from Мог, Immigration received last Thurs- Colmenares, Осатроѕ lawyer, departure already consisted a 
faceted problem. After the rebels ground” асай times, he said. ‘man Bordadora and Fe B. Zamo- . day, citing the rebellion case said. "personal persecution.” 
are driven-out, government must This means baiüshing the con- ra = i А 
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GMA's 5-man delegation includes solons' wives 


By Gil Cabacungan Jr. 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S DELE- 
gation in the one-week swing to Italy, the Vati 
can and Spain has been bloated to 55 mem- 
bers by an unusually large group of lawmak- 
ers, some of whom will even bring along their 
spouses. 

Based on the official delegation list submit- 
ted by Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, 
more than 60 percent of the delegation is 
made up of senators (who number two), con- 
gressmen (20), their spouses (5), governors 
(7) and a city mayor 

The government is expected to shoulder all 
the delegation's hotel and travel expenses, in- 
cluding pocket money for the trip. The delega- 
tion has been booked at the posh St. Regis Grand 
Hotel in Rome and the Ritz Hotel in Madrid. 

During the trip, scheduled from June 24 to 
July 2, the President is expected to meet with 
Pope Benedict XVI, Italian President Giorgio 
Napolitano, King Juan Carlos 1 and Queen 
Sona of Spain and Spanish President Jose 
Luis Rodrigues Zapatero. 

Aside from First Gentleman Jose Miguel 
‘Arroyo, members of the First Family that are 
to join the trip are the President's daughter, 
Evangelina Lourdes (Luli), her son Diosdado 
(Dato) and his wife Maria Victoria Celina, and 
her granddaughter, Eva Victoria, 

Cabinet officials in the party are Labor Sec- 
retary Patricia Sto. Tomas, Defense Secretary 
Avelino J, Cruz, Jr, Trade and Industry Secre- 
tary Peter Favila, ‘Tourism Secretary Joseph 
‘Ace Durano, Foreign Secretary Alberto Romu- 
lo, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye, National 
Security Adviser Norberto Gonzales, and 
Group Head for Government Mass Media 
Cerge Remonde. 

Only Romulo among the Palace honchos is 
bringing along his wife, Lovely Rose. 


UN HABITAT FORUM 
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Government executives in the list are 
Deputy Executive Secretary Susana D Vargas, 
Presidential Protocol Chief Marciano Paynor 
Jr., National Historical Institute chair Lamber- 
to Ocampo, Overseas Workers Welfare Ad- 
ministration Administrator Marianito D. 
Roque, and Public Works Undersecretary Flo- 
rante Soriquez. 

The senators on the trip are Edgardo An- 
gara and Miriam-Defensor Santiago. Chief 
Justice Artemio Panganiban is also listed in 
the delegation, along with Philippine Ambas- 
sador to Spain Joseph D. Bernardo. 

Local government officials with the team 
are Bohol Gov Enrico B. Aumentado, 
Sarangani Gov. Miguel Rene Dominguez, 
Samar Gov. Ben Evardone, Agusan del Sur 
Gov. Adolph Edward Plaza, Camarines Sur 
Gov. Luis Raymund Villafuerte Jr, Bulacan 
Gov. Josephine dela Cruz, Sultan Kudarat 
Gov. Pax Mangudadatu and Manila City May- 
or Lito Atienza. 

‘The congressmen and their spouses on the 
trip are Isabela Rep. Rodolfo Albano, Pam- 
panga Rep. Jesus Reynaldo Aquino, Nueva 
Ecija Rep. Rodolfo Antonino, Пойо Rep. 
Arthur Defensor, Marikina City Rep. Del De 
Guzman, Zamboanga del Norte Rep. Cecilia 
Jalosjos-Carreon, Laguna Rep. Uliran 
Joaquin, Batangas Rep. Hermilando 1. Man 
danas, Southern Leyte Rep. Francis Nepomu- 
ceno, Rep. Herminia Ramiro, Batangas Rep 
Victoria Reyes, Masbate Rep. Rizalina Sea- 
chon-Lanete, Bulacan Rep. Lorna Silverio, 
‘Quezon Rep. Danny Suarez, Quezon City Rep. 
Mary Ann Susano, North Cotabato Rep. Em- 
mylou Talino Santos, Leyte Rep. Eduardo 
‘Veloso, Occidental Mindoro Rep. Amelita Vil- 
larosa, Bukidnon Rep. Juan Miguel Zubiri, 
Rosa Marina Antonio, Regina Nepomuceno, 
Rodrigo Reyes, Joshur Judd Lanete, and Au- 
drey Zubiri. 


Noli showcases 
NorthRail project 


By Cynthia D. Balana 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CAS. 
tro yesterday described the North 
Rail resettlement project as “one 
of the biggest development-trig- 
gered movement of families in re 
cent Philippine history" and "a test 
of development in a democracy" 

Speaking at the World Urban Fo 
rum 3 organized by the UN Habitat 
оп the topic, "Implementing Mil- 
lennium ^ Development Goal 
(МОС) Target 7/11 - Cities With- 
out Slums Indicator in Asiam Coun- 
tries" in Vancouver, Canada, De 
Castro lauded the relocation com- 
ponent of the ongoing rail linkage 
project and called ita success, 

De Castro, who chairs the 
Housing and Urban Development 
Coordinating Council (HUDCC), 
said the government was deter- 
mined to make the resettlement 
program work despite shortcom- 
ings in the housing sector and 
criticism from various groups. 

He said that there was more at 
stake in the project than just the 
putting up of a railroad system or 
new housing communities. 

"We want to prove that devel- 
opment can be pursued within 
the democratic system estab- 
lished by people power. We want 
to show that people power... is 
just as potent in building commu- 
nities and improving the lives of 
the masses," he said. 

De Castro said the NorthRail re- 
settlement project was a test case 
for the government's commitment 
to the good urban governance 
campaign which it launched in 
2000 in partnership with the UN 
Habitat, civil society and commu- 
nity-based associations. 

He also called it “one of the coun- 
туз contributions to the attainment 
of MDGs to improve the lives of 
slum dwellers in the world." 

‘The Vice President said three 
“major — themes"—ineremental 
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development, beneficiary-led for- 
mulation of the 
plans and policies, and collabora- 
tion at both the national and local 
levels—were behind the success 
ofthe relocation project. 

He stressed the importance of 
communicating directly with af- 
fected families to understand 
their needs and concerns. 

“I talked to фет personally 
and listened to them—not to their 
leaders, not to those who profess 
to represent their interests, but to 
the affected families down there 
at the railroad tracks.. 
had to go to the people and be a 
field-worker myself,” he said. 

He said various policies had been 
crafted in consultation with the 
families themselves, among them 
the choice of resertement sites, the 
manner of distributing housing ma- 
terials assistance and the cost of the 
benefits package to be amortized by 
beneficiaries for 30 years. 

He said that the NorthRail sto- 
ту was far from over and that 
much had to be done, particularly 
in building capacities at the grass- 
roots level. 

“If there is one area where exter- 
nal assistance would be greatly ap- 
preciated, it would be in interven- 
tions that promote cultural and so. 
cial development among the bene- 
ficiary families," De Castro said. 


resettlement 
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Boy seized from classroom 


COTABATO CITY—MASKED. 
gunmen barged into an elemen- 
tary school Friday and snatched 
an 11-year-old boy right in front 
of his classmates and teachers, of- 
ficials said. 

Parang Mayor Talib Abo identified 
the victim as Kurt Degracia, whose 
family owns several hardware stores 
in Barangay Landasan and Poblacion 
Parang, Maguindanao. 

Citing reports from school au- 
thoniies, Abo said three gunmen 
їп ski masks entered the vietim’s 
classroom at Landasan Central 
Pilot Elementary School around 2 
pm. Friday. 

The kidnappers pointed thelr 
guns at the boy's teacher and other 
School personnel who rushed to 


the scene, Abo told the Ingumen. 
The kidmappers then forced the 
boy into 2 waiting vehicle with 
government license plate SBC-603 
and sped toward North Cotabato. 

‘The vehicle was later found aban- 
doned and partly bumed in Baran- 
gay Manuangan, Pigcawayan, Cota- 
bato, according to Abo, 

Quoting police reports, Abo said 
witnesses had reported that the cars 
driver boarded a Weena Bus bound 
for this city while the two other gun- 
men hailed а passenger 1300 van, 
also bound for this city but there was 
no mention of the boy 

Abo said it was possible the 
boy was kidnapped for ransom, 

Edwin Fernandez, PDI Min- 
danao Bureau 
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Now, it's Gloria vs thinking class 


From pago Al 


Macapagal-Arroyo out of office, Na- 
tional Artist for Literature Bienvenido 
Lumbera said on Thursday. 

“In general, think the intellectuals 
that I know are clearly against, vocal- 
ly against GMA,” Lumbera said at the 
launching of a citizen's initiative to 
impeach Ms Arroyo at Club Filipino in 
Greenhills, San Juan. 

He said many of them would work 
to personally convince congressmen 
to support the new impeachment 
complaint to be filed on Monday be- 
fore the House of Representatives. 

‘The 74-year-old national artist said 
he himself would try to convince his 
brother-in-law, House Majority Lead- 
er Prospero Nograles, about the need. 
to let the impeachment process pro- 
ceed, 

“We usually don't talk about poli- 
tics but this time, (it's going to be dif- 
ferent)," Lumbera said. 

Не said that the abuses of the ad- 
ministration, like the killings of jour- 
nalists and political activists, had 
roused the passions of intellectuals 
and set them against the Arroyo ad- 
ministration. 


Embrace the truth 

House Minority Leader Francis Ез- 
ctidero earlier said that the participa- 
tion of private individuals and organi- 
zations in the campaign to impeach Ms 
‘Arroyo would give it an added boost in 
getting the required 79 votes to have 
the President impeached in the House 

“Mrs. Arroyo has led the way in sub- 
sátuting confusion for clarity replacing 
faith.in our people with cynicism to- 
wards their democratic demands, and 
demonstrating hostility rather than ded- 
ication to the mule of law,” said artist 
‘Leah Navarro. 

“[Ms Arroyo} stop running, and 
hiding, from your people ... embrace 
the truth,” she added. 

* Lumbera said that while some of 
the public might be wary of joining 
political rallies against the President, 
thi$ did not mean they want Ms Ar- 
тбубто stay. 

jme rallies and the people attend- 
idg fallies are getting fewer, but if you 
tálicro them, you'll find out that they 
really want change," Lumbera said. 


Not only artists 

Fotke tallies, last year, fizzled out and 
file. This is the chance to erase all 
thar and replace it with hope,” he 
added. . 

p Bugit waš not just artists and intellec- 
nials who were active in the campaign to 
impeach the President. 

Armando Albarillo, one of the lead 
complainants in the impeachment 
case to be filed, blames the Arroyo ad- 
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NOWITCAN BETOLD. 
Former Solicitor General Alfredo 
Benipayo could have bungled his 
defense before the Supreme Court 
of Executive Order No. 464, which 
barred all Cabinet officials, govern- 
ment executives and uniformed of- 
ficers from appearing in congres- 
sional hearings without the Presi- 
dents consent, Presidential Procla- 
mation No. 1017, which placed the 
country in a state of emergency, 
and the Calibrated Pre-emptive Re- 
sponse policy on street protestors. 
“His heart wasn’t in it said Jus- 
tice Secretary Raul Gonzalez, de- 
scribing Benipayo as "the solicitor 
general who lost our battles." 
Gonzalez said it might have 
been hard for Benipayo to go 
against his conscience and convic- 
Чоп, confirming suspicions that 
Benipayo was eased out of govern- 
ment for allegedly failing to make a 
good defense on controversial is- 
sues EO 464, PP 1017 and the CPR 
policy before the Supreme Court. 
“When he was defending our po- 


Absence of heart 


sition... that must have been a very 
haphazard defense because his 
heart was not in it,” Gonzalez said 
of Benipayo's argument for the 
three measures. 

Consequently, the Supreme 
Court declared PP 1017 as uncon- 
stitutional.It also qualified EO 464, 
allowing government officials to at- 
tend congressional inquiries with- 
out the President's permission, but 
not so when for the Senate question 
hour. On the CPR policy, the high 
tribunal ruled: no permit, no rally. 

Gonzalez said that Benipayo was 
“better out of government” be- 
cause “now he was free to express 
his true sentiments.” 

"The fact that "we changed him was. 
the right thing todo," Gonzalez added. 
Benipayo was "defending [the issues] 
but not with his full enthusiasm." 

Benipeyo resigned in March at 
the height of defending the three 
measures in the high court, saying 
he wanted to return to private prac- 
tice. He has since joined the anti- 
Charter change group, One Voice. 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


THIS TIME, NOTHING BUT WELL-WISHES 
and prayers from her political foes. One even 
thought of sending her lowers, too. 

‘As President Macapagal-Arroyo lay in a 
hospital bed, Senate leaders and opposition 
senators—who have all questioned the legiti- 
macy of her government and demanded her 
resignation yesterday set aside politics and 
wished her speedy recovery from the viral in- 
fection that downed her. 

Senate President Franklin Drilon said he 
had been busy hosting an international gath- 
ering of Liberals and Democrats from Asia, 
Europe and North America when he heard of 
Ms Arroyo's condition on Thursday night. 

“Certainly all of us are concerned about her 
health and we wish her well," Drilon said in a 
phone interview. 

Opposition Sen. Panfilo "Ping" Lacson said 
he remembered the case of Ms Arroyo's presi- 
dential rivals, Raul Roco and Fernando Poe 
Jr, who died of prostate cancer and massive 
‘stroke, respectively, in the same hospital. 

“The case of Roco and FPJ occurred to me 
and I prayed that huwag namang umabot sa 
| ganoon (it won't happen to her). My first reac- 


ministration for the political killing of 
both his parents in Oriental Mindoro. 
"We who are victims of crimes and 
inhumanity have suffered greatly. 
We're sure that the impeachment com- 
plaint will be filed but we don't know 
if well get the votes,” Albarillo said. 
“But as [part of] organizations that 
are being killed by the Arroyo admin- 
istration, we will not stop even if 
more of us die tomorrow until the dic- 
tator Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo is re- 
moved from power," he added. 


Add to country's woes 

A second impeachment case 
against the President would only айй 
to the country’s miseries, said Lipa 
Archbishop Ramon Arguelles, a 
known critic of Ms Arroyo at the 
height of last year's "Hello Garci” con- 
troversy. 

Those seeking to unseat Ms Arroyo 
were probably driven by their political 
ambition to take over, Arguelles said. 

“Al this will just add to the woes of the 
country” he told reporters in Filipino. 


"Corruption wil just change hands.” 


Arguelles noted that the move to 
‘oust Ms Arroyo for allegedly stealing 


„votes in the 2004 elections was met 


with apathy. 

"Many people are saying that there 
are many things that have to be cor- 
тесей in the [Arroyo] government. 
But how come a great majority of the 
people are apathetic?" he said. 


JOIN THE PUBLIC AUCTION: OF. 


While the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines (CBCP) had 


tion was I prayed that huwag naman po sana 
(don’t let it happen, please). Not this way" 
Lacson said. 


earlier encouraged the faithful to set- 


tle the political crisis through consti- 
tutional means, Arguelles said he and 
his fellow bishops were not endorsing 


impeachment. 


“Constitutional means can be used 
unconstitutionally when used to serve 
the interest of some people who would 
like to take over without thinking of the 
good of the majority" he said. "They 


are just uying to get into power’ 


‘Asked what the political opposition 
should do, the prelate advised ene- 
mies of Ms Arroyo to go beyond simply 


trying to "topple the government.” 
“Yo 


know, people power is very 
Мез said, referring to the 


good, Argu 


The sin, not the sinner 

While he wants Ms Arroyo out of Mala- 
cafiang, Lacson said that being a Christian got 
the better of him. 

“Iremember what our parish priest in Imus 
said a long time ago: Hate the sin, not the sin- 
ner. So this is beyond polities. We should all 
pray for her,” said Lacson, who also ran un- 
successfully against Ms Arroyo in the 2004 
election and who had been a fierce critic of 
her and her husband, Jose Miguel. 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
said his initial reaction was that the past sev- 
eral months had been "extremely stressful” 
for Ms Arroyo and this had probably taken a 
toll on her health. 


two peaceful revolts that unseated 


strongman Ferdinand E. Marcos in 
1986 and Joseph Estrada in 2001. “But 
if itis manipulated, its no longer peo- 


ple power” 


He also cautioned against the 
Malacafiang-backed people's initia- 
tive seeking to change the 1987 Con- 


stitution. 


Critics said the initiative was meant 
то allow Ms Arroyo to finish her term in 
2010 while maintaining political clout 
in the planned parliamentary system of 


government. 


“The people's initiative should be 
the initiative of the people and not of 
some people who have a hidden, 


agenda,” Arguelles said. 
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Nothing but good 
wishes from GMA foes 
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м asini" 


“Despite our political differences, 1 pray for 
her speedy recovery Pangilinan said. 

Pangilinan said Ms Arroyo's hospitalization 
was "mentioned in passing" during the 30-na- 
tion international conference and one of the 
foreign parliamentarians asked about it. 


Probably overworked 

“I said it was probably fatigue from all the 
work (she has been doing)," Pangilinan said. 

Sen. Jinggoy Ejercito Estrada said he also 
prayed for Ms Arroyo and monitored the 
news about her even if he was in Baguio 
City. 

“I wish her well and I hope she is dis- 
charged from the hospital soon so she can get 
back to work,” said the opposition senator, 
who blames Ms Arroyo for the ousting of his 
father, detained former President Joseph 
Estrada. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. was in Los Angeles, California, when he 
heard the news. "I pray she overcomes ip” he 
said. 


Irresistible wish 

Pimentel could not resist reiterating his 
wish for Ms Arroyo to disappear from the po- 
litical scene: "But I think she's probably over- 
worked. She can resign with a clear con- 
science and claim ‘ill-health’.” 

Lacson said the circumstances of Ms Ar- 
royo's hospitalization were initially mysteri- 
ous, but said there should be no more specu- 
lation after her doctors said it was just a case 
of acute infectious diarrhea. 


Undelivered flowers 

“We have no choice but to believe the doc- 
tors. They will probably not lie because once. 
they issue a medical bulletin, they are bound 
by medical ethics," Lacson said. 

Jinggoy Estrada said he even thought of 
sending Ms Arroyo a bouquet of flowers. 
"Kaya lang baka hindi tanggapin (But it might 
not be accepted)," he quipped. 

‘Asked if he would send flowers, Lacson 
laughed and said: "Ah, we will not go too far.” 


Step-sis tells how fun trip 


became a nightmare 


From pageAl, 


ar 


_-Franco said she, Nicole and ahother 12-year- 
old sister were invited for a vacation in Subic on 
Ос: 30 by a family friend, US Navy Penty Officer 
Christopher Mills and another US soldier, Carlos 
Ocasio. 

The sisters had come to know the servicemen 


"sk. who were regulars in their family “t 


the Armed Forces Southern Command (South- 


Franco said the two US soldiers got to know 
her stepmother, Nicole's mother, as they came to 
the canteen at least four times a month since first 
arriving in Zamboanga in July 2005. 

"She treated them as her own sons and as 
family friends and she trusted them,” said Fran- 
co, explaining why her stepmother allowed them 
to accept a second invitation from the Ameri- 
cans. 

Testifying on direct examination by Ursua, 
Franco said the sisters had begged off a first invi- 
tation from the soldiers in September as they 
were busy helping out in the canteen. It was 
Nicole who managed the canteen. 

Тһе arrangement was for the sisters to pay for 
their fare to Subic while the soldiers would take 
care of accommodations. 

Оп Oct. 30, the three sisters flew to Manila 
from Zamboanga for the first leg of their Subic 
getaway. Their two Manila-based brothers then 
drove them to Olongapo City, where Ocasio had 
arranged for them to be billeted at the Legenda 
Hotel. 


Not toset bad example 

The soldier changed his mind, however, and 
brought the five siblings to the Grand Leisure 
Hotel instead. Asked why, Franco said “because 
Ocasio did not want to set a bad example for [my 
12-year-old sister] because he said there were 
many Americans roaming around naked" at the. 
Legenda where the two soldiers were billeted. 

On Nov. 1, Mills who was with another soldier 
Franco knew only as Garcia took the sisters to the 
casino where they played for about an hour. At 
around 8:30 pm, they went to the Neptune 
Chub. 

There Franco said she and Nicole tested 
drinks they had not heard of before: vodka 
sprite, B52 and Singapore sing. 

She said that every time she and Nicole fin- 
ished a drink, they felt dizzy. 

"[Nicole] drank half a pitcher of Bullfrog. She 
rank it straight because she was being cheered by 
three Americans surrounding hes said Franco. 


3rd dance with Smith 

She testified that Nicole was at the dance floor 
three times: first with an American, the second 
time with her and Mills, and the third time with 
the same American she had danced with the first 
time whom she later identified in court as Smith, 
the accused. 

The witness recalled, almost minute by 
minute, her last images of Nicole after she had 
her third dance with Smith. 

"She was not dancing lewdly,” she 
replied when Ursua asked her to describe 


Nicole's behavior. 

The lawyer brought it up apparently to 
counter various swom statements earlier en- 
tered into the record by the defense lawyers 
aiming that Nicole was seen "dirty dancing" 
wich an American that night. 

"Twice, Nicole slipped in and out of Franco's 
sight from where the latter sat. Each time Nicole 
reappeared and passed by her sister without say- 
ing a word. She was “pasuray-suray" (weaving 
about)," Franco said. 

Finally when she was about to lose Nicole 
again, "I called out to her but she just went 
ahead. Then Istood up and ran after her" 

Franco said she had to grab Nicole by her 
shoulders just to make her “face me.” She then 
told her they must rerum to their hotel because 
Mills seemed to have left them. 

(In a previous hearing, Mills said he left the 
bar for about 30 to 45 minutes to help his buddy, 
Garcia, sort out a problem with a shore patrol of- 
ficer) 


Letting go ofhand 

“She said nothing. 1 held her hand, and we 
жалей walking out of the Neptune Club," Franco 
added. 

They had already gone past Neptune's path- 
way when “I let go of her hand." Franco said she 
started walking faster and "I was thinking she 
was following me." 

Asked why she went a few steps ahead, Fran- 
co gave one of her most emotionally charged 
replies: "Because I thought if would walk faster, 
she would catch up. Thats how we've been as 
sisters" 

Franco then encountered Mills and Garcia аг 
the corner of Waterfront and Taft Roads, Thats 
‘when she lost sight of Nicole. She and Mills de- 
cided to rerum to the bar, thinking Nicole might 
have returned. 

It was the beginning of a long search. They 
again surveyed the Neptune's dance floor, ladies" 
toilet, and karaoke rooms, then looked for Nicole 
in two other bars. 


Searching 

Upon Mills advice, an already worried Franco 
retumed to her hotel. Restless, she had her 12- 
year-old sister accompany her back to Neptune 
foranother search. 

Before reaching the bar, she got a call from 
Mills saying the bars security guard had seen а 
Filipino being “carried toa van.” 

‘At that point, she said she was afraid that 
"something bad" had happened. 

Another round of search in the two other bars 
ensued, before Franco and her adolescent sister 
decided to retum to the hotel. 

Franco had slept briefly when the phone rang 
ataround 2 a.m, lt was the hotel manager asking 
hero go down. 

She found Nicole, seated just outside the lob- 
by with an SBMA policeman. 

“cried in front of her, asking he 
been, She was in a state of shot 
Franco said. 

‘A this point, the judge asked if she could still 
goon. It was not clear if she answered, but Pozon 
then announced the adjournment, with the de- 
fense counsels posing no objection. 


where she'd 
a weeping 
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Old budget gives GMA blank check-Drilon 


Ву Juliet Labog-Javellana 


SENATE PRESIDENT FRANKLIN 
Drilon has conceded that the fail- 
шге of Congress to approve the 
2006 national budget has given 
President Macapagal-Arroyo а 
blank check to spend public mon- 
ey according to her wishes. 

Drilon was reacting to news re- 
ports that the President can realign 
at least P48 billion worth of pork 
barrel funds under the reenacted 
'P907.56 billion due to Congress fail- 
lure to approve the P1.05 trillion na- 
tional budget for this year 

"This is precisely the difficulty of 
having a reenacted budget. There is 
so much discretion given to the Pres- 
ident," Drilon said. 

Drilon said Congress, which sup- 
posedly had the "power over the 
purse” under the Constitution, can 
only hope that the Commission on 
Audit will make sure the realigned 
funds are properly spent. 

“We are already in the middle of 
the year. By constitutional mandate, 
the President is supposed to submit 
the budget for 2007 between July 24 
and Aug. 24. We start working on 


EFFICIENT INSTRUMENT PANEL I 


that when we come back. There вто 
more sense in having the budget for 
2006. We have only five months to 
g0 for the year” Drilon said. 

‘The committee deliberations end- 
ей in a deadlock when Congress ad- 
Joumed on June 8. 

Senate Majority Leader Francis 
Pangilinan said he was still hoping 
Malacafiang and the Senate could 
reach a middle ground in the budget 
stalemate. 

The Senate cut the Malacañang 
budget approved by the House by 
P64 billion, mostly funds deemed as 
pork barrel for the President. Ms Ar- 
Toyo took an all-or-nothing stance, 
forcing a deadlock. 

“Were still hoping the executive 
department will have a change of 
heart so that we can find a middle 
ground. The Senate has always been 
‘open to the realignment of some of 
the budget cuts. But if the Palace will 
stick to is position— take it or leave. 
it—we cannot have a break- 
through,” Pangilinan said. 

Pangilinan said the Senate would 
exercise its oversight functions to 
monitor the disbursement of the 
funds that the President realigned to 
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projects other than that provided for 
under the budget act. D 
eu ДД ts P190-M 
ee к. anani Ouse POSTS SAVINGS 
means, expressed confidence in Ms 
Arroyo disbursement of funds. By Philip C. Табела our collective response tothe Presi- of a new building in the Batasan. 
"The President has already shown dent's repeated appeals for fiscal Complex to accommodate the ex- 
‚sound discretion in allotting enough FOLLOWING AUSTERITY AND discipline,” de Venecia said. panded membership of the lower 
funds for goverment’ priorteslike cost-cutting measures, the House Не added that the House real- chamber and their suppor staff. 
counter-insurgency and ant-graft of Representatives posted an un- ized the savings “through a pro- Не said the rest of the savings 
and corruption drives” he said.  preoedented P190 milion in sav- gram of austerity, cost-cutting and would be used to finance the full 
‘These programs had been hobbled ings last year Speaker Jose de disciplined financial manage- computerization of House opera- 
by lack of funds, he said. Venecia said yesterday ment” tions under his overall program to 
Lapus expressed confidence that De Venecia said the savings During a meeting in Mala- modemize the legislature and 
the President could manage properly сате after President Macapagal- cafiang on Thursday, the President bring it to the digital age. 
а reenacted budget that reportedly Arroyo urged all govemmentagen- warmly congratulated De Venecia De Venecia credited former Buc 
would give her full discretion on cies to implement austerity mea- and the entire House and its lead- get Secretary Romulo Neri, now 
how to spend P21 billion in non-re- sures due to the huge budget ership for the savings. Tector-general for economic plan- 
peating projects and P27.7 billion in deficit. = ning, and former House Appropri- 
interest savings from the 2005 bud- Не added that this was the sec- House computerization ations Committee Chair Rolando 
get. ond time that the House success- De Venecia was accompanied by Andaya Jr, now Budget Secretary, 
"The President knows govem- fully reduced costs“to set anexam- Вер. Robert Ace Barbers, chair of with the House's prudent spend- 
ment would be shortchanging our іе for other government agencies” фе House committee on appropri- ing. 
people if the funds which we have and the amount was also higher ations, Deputy Minority Leader He said the House computeriza- 
такой from new taxes and prudent than the P66 million savings it Agapito “Butz” Aquino, and Secre- tion program as planned would 
fund management of the Depart- posted in 2004. tary General Roberto Nazareno. cover all House members and in- 
ment of Budget and Management “This amount is significant be- De Venecia told Ms Arroyo the clude a digital link to the plenary 
will not be used this year for basic cause no other govemmentagency House would allocate P100 million hall and their congressional dis- 
services such as health, education, Һа performed as prudently. This is о? the savings for the construction 
food security and inffasrucure,” 
said Lapus. 
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GMA didn't have a bite at Osteria 88 


By бй C. Cabacungan Jr. There were 55 members in the drosa who noted that the Presi- 
Presidents party, which is the full dent has security food tasters 

PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- seating capacity of the restaurant, who should have tried the food 
royo didn't touch her food in the Pedrosa said. (The First Gentie- before they were served. 
tony Franco-Italian restaurant man's pre-birthday bash caused Pedrosa said Osteria 88 was 
‘owned by a nephew of Interior heavy trafic along Tomas Morato owned by Puno Enterpriser of 
and Local Government Secretary as police blocked off the area.) Dondi Puno who last year took 
Ronaldo Puno where she was Ttwas the firsttime forthe Presi- control of the Osteria Italia 
taken ill Thursday night. dent to visit the restaurant but First restaurant ran by actress Ara Mi- 

Osteria 88 executive chef Rae Gentleman Jose Miguel Arroyo na for three years. 
Pedrosa said he personally had been in the fine-dining restau- In December 2005, the restau 
served the President's food and ranton four other occasions. rant opened as a members-oni 
she did not touch it—not the pan resto with 88 "gourmet mem- 
seared goose liver nor the cae- No oysters bers” forking out P120,000 (con- 
sar’s salad. (Presidential Chief of “We did not take any chance sumable for six months) for the 

taff Michael Defensor claimed with the safety and handling of privilege to dig into the restau- 
the President had salad at the the various cooked entrees such rant’s prime continental cuisine 
restaurant before she com- аз salmon steak and osso buco from Black Angus Salpicao to 
plained of stomach pains). tender beef. Contrary to reports, Wagyu beef rib eye to baked Nor- 

there were no raw food or oys- wegiansalmon fillet. 5 

55 party guests ters served." а xi 

"The President did not par- Pedrosa argued that if the Food and privacy А - 
ale тешем dM дос раг. food was тыкаЫе bs cf “Our members come here für. сымын ырш ыш te ats Bin ca E DE Sr a 
festaurant as she was already fectswouldnothavebeenimme- the food and the privacy” said ы P ы usa дар ucts 
not feeling well per her close-in diate but would have taken four Pedrosa who noted that a typical hassle of going to the restaurant would impact negatively on the 
personnel. It is just incidental to six hours. “Other guests meal in Osteria 88 would cost Pedrosa said the management whenever their relatives and restaurant. “I sure hope not be- 
That her last social for the day should have developed upset between P800 and P1,000 per decided to open the restaurant to friends wanted ro eat there. cause we really pride ourselves 
was for the First Gentleman's stomachs (just like the Presi- person. "We're one of the best in nonmembers this month when Pedrosa said it was too early їп our food quality and service,” 
| birthday,” Pedrosa said. dent) at the same time,” said Pe- fine dining. If we're a hotel, we'd some members complained of the to tell whether the bad publicity Pedrosa said. 


‘GMA in charge: ‘I’m fine’; leaves hospital toda 


{From page Al = "p m: = MM 
{not even consider it. 
"The doctors also said “extreme 
stress" had lowered Ms Arroyo's 
Zresistance and made her vulnera- 
ble to infections. 

“I think with all the stress 
she's currently having, [with 
her] duties and responsibilities 

. there is some point in time 
‘where [there would be] a lower 
iesistance, said Dr. Juli- 
et-Gopez Cervantes, а gastroen- 
terologist. "[Thats] probably 
the reason why the viral infec- 
tion has developed." 

Health Secretary Francisco 
Duque said that, as President, Ms 
‘Arroyo “has to attend to many 
things and this could be one rea- 
son why her resistance has gone 
down and made her vulnerable to 

„mild infectious diseases," Duque 
told reporters. 

Palace officials said Ms Ar- 
тоуоЗ trip to Italy—where she 
will have an audience at the Vati- 
сап with Pope Benedict XVI—and 
then to Spain would still proceed, 
after doctors gave the green light 
for her to travel. 

But instead of leaving tonight Е 
ee CI E is 3 IN THIS CORNER: Manny Pacquiao takes a 
leave on Sunday at 10 ал Of MEDICAL BULLETIN: Reassuring announcements from left, St. Luke's Medical Director Dr. Joven Cuamang,gastroenterologt break from his ra ing for the "thrilain Manil 
күзга Dr. Juliet Gopez-Cervantes and Health Secretary Francisco Duque. эмашон to visit his favorite cheerleader. ums 

In a floral hospital gown and 

with a laptop in front of her Ms when she was brought tothe hos- not give any medication to the _ Duque also said that viral in- be in Compostella Valley and ery Defensor said. 
Arroyo told government televi- pital. President. fections were common these days Davao City yesterday. In Davao, Не said he and Presidential 
sion and radio reporters who е and anyone was susceptible to she was to have presided over the Management Staff chief Arthur 
were allowed to enter her Fullmeal Not food poisoning them. third meeting of the Cabinet and Yap were the ones taking the calls 
fourth-loor Room 4012 suite They “hydrated” the President — Shesaidthey were also not rec- the Regional Development Coun- and queries about Ms Arroyo's 
that she was “feeling fine.” and since Thursday night, she ommending any food restrictions Back to cheerful self cil on the governments mega-de- condition. 

3 “has been and isalready comfort- but stressed that Ms Arroyo “Itis more ofa viral infection,” velopment plans. ‘Among the first vistors in the 
Light work able.” should be careful about the food Cervantes said, adding that food Budget Secretary Rolando An- hospital were Candaba Mayor Ger- 

She said she was just doing Тһе doctors said Ms Arroyo she was taking poisoning was not considered by daya, who visited the President, ry Pelayo and former Caloocan City 
sight work,” when asked why had acute infectious diarrhea, Defensor and Duque said the the doctors “considering the his- also told reporters that the Chief Mayor Rey Malonzo. 
hes laptop was on her hospital "secondary to a viral infection." possibility that ће President had tory (of her ailment) did not Executive would sign the law re- Yesterday's visitors also includ- 
bed. She had also suffered a mild de- а case of food poisoning had not point to anything.” pealing the death penalty when ed boxing idol Manny Pacquiao. 

"Ms Arroyo did not talk about hydration. been considered following the "She's back to her cheerful she leaves the hospital today. ‘The First Family, including 
her medical condition, saying it _ Briefing reporters last night, findings of the doctors. зей" Duque said of the President. Не said when he saw Ms Ar- First Gentleman Jose Miguel Ar- 
he d be her doctors who мша Cervantes said Ms Arroyo had al- “We are not conducting an in- _ Asked whether Ms Arroyo was royo yesterday she had just fin- royo, was also with the President 
speak about it. ready taken a full meal consisting vestigation as to what the Presi- fit to travel given her condition, ishedherlunch,ameal ofchicken but left early in the morning yes- 

Duque said Ms Arroyo started of rice, meat, soup and vegeta- dent ate,” Defensor told re- Cervantes said "she can push arroz caldo. terday. 
having loose bowel movements bles porters. through with her job anytime.” “She wasin high spiritsandshe The President's first born, Pam- 
on Thursday morning. "(She) is ready to be dis- “Were not considering food one was smiling," Defensor said. panga Rep. Mikey Arroyo, said 

In ап еашег medical bulletin, charged (today) at her pleasure. poisoning because the food that Cancelled activities the family appreciated those who 

“Cervantes and Dr. Joven Cua- She also can travel anytime,” the President took (Thursday The viral ailment forced Ms Ar- Pacman comes had wished his mother well and 
nang, St Luke's medical director, the hospital medical bulletin night) was taken by other people royo to cancel her activities yes. — She also received many calls prayed for her 

said the President suffered a said. and they did not getsick ike her.” terday and some of her appoint- and flowers from supporters and “1 don't think the situation is a 
Т Бош of diarrhea and vomiting, Except for intravenous fluids, Duquesaid. (Seerelatedstoryon ments today. local officials who wished her cause (for worry),” the younger 
‘accompanied by abdominal pain” Cervantes said the doctors did Page 6.) Тһе President was supposed to welland forherimmediaterecov- Arroyo said. 


Infection blamed on killer work schedule 


-From page Al Arroyo's work habits. lice station. In Malacañang, she Нег Cabinet and security of- appointments she could for the and she has a bigger appetite 
In the first year of the Arroyo Оп Monday, she presided over attended the Gawad Saka awards ficials noticed how pale she day. than me.” 
presidency then National Anti- a revenue command conference aswellastheawardingceremony looked and strongly advised “When she sees an opening (in 
Poverty Commission chief Ging in Malacañang. She then held a for the best peace and order her to seek medical attention her schedule), she would imme- Calls at dawn 
;Deles, who has since resigned news conference, witnessed the councils in the country. immediately. diately ask for another appoint- His advice to her boss? Sleep 
from the Cabinet, described how turnover of handguns purchased Last Thursday, Ms Arroyo was “If you look at her history, two ment to be set up,” said Defensor. more. 
it was to travel with the Presi- forthe Philippine National Police im Camp Aguinaldo to attend a executive secretaries had aheart For the past three months, he “I think she does not sleep that 
Tem: "One thing we have all and congratulated the police jobs fair. She also presided over operation (former Defense Secre- said those in charge of her ap- much. She often calls us at early 
‘learned when travelling with the team that escuedakidnap victim the oath-taking ceremonies for tary Renato de Villa and Foreign pointments had been trying tora- dawn because she wants to tell us 
President is that when she does im Caloocan City. She ended her newlabor Secretary ArturoBrion Secretary Alberto Romulo) and tionalize the Presidents’ work whatever comes up on her mind 
stop to have a meal, you better day by attending the oath-taking and new Development Bank of even her former Chief of Staff schedule. before she forgets it,” Gonzalez 
take the nearest seat available ofthe Malacafiang Press Corps. ће Philippines president Patricia „(and now Ambassador to Greece) "We all agreed to stand up to said. 
„and start eating, because after She started her day on Tues- Sto. Tomas. RigobertoTiglao, Defensorsaid. the President when she insists But Palace media consulant 
Холу a few mouthfuls, she will day veryearly byleading тепа. Afterward, she sent off three He said even Executive бесте. (on more appointments) but the Reli German is skeptical about 
!Randupandbereadytogo”  tionwide earthquake drill held Army battalions to rebel areas tary Eduardo Ermita had been past weeks we were overruled,” whether her hospital confine 
i at a Marikina City school. She and then went to the Armed hospitalized. he said. ment would make Ms Arroyo 
Heavy workweek then went back to the Palace to Forces Medical Centertocheerup Defensor said that Ms Arroyo Defensor said he himself change her ways. 
Another former Cabinet mem- preside over two meetings with wounded soldiers. had a gruelling schedule this would also sometimes feel the “I doubt if the President will 
“Ber, ex-Social Welfare Secretary her Cabinet and key economic week because she was leaving for dumps. slow down, She has been a 
-Dinky Soliman, once said: "We advisers. Love for food Europe. Besides being overworked, hands-on,  early-morning-to- 
have also learned that when there — T She ended the day by meeting 4 Secretary Gonzalez also noted midnight type of executive forthe 
ifood available, you should take Birthday bash, jobs fair foreign diplomats making Standing up to GMA what he called Ms Arroyos longest time," said German, who 
it, because you never know when Оп Wednesday, Ms Arroyo farewell calls, after which she “Everyone was rushing her to “hearty appetite.” also attributed the Presidents 
ot where your next meal willbe.” went to Vigan City to attend not had that fateful dinner with her meet and talk (with these people) “Іп all instances thar I sat be- health breakdown to "concerns 
‘The four days prior to Thurs- only the birthday bash of ilocos husband and some Cabinet mem- and to dothisand that,” Defensor side her, the President has always оп the affairs of the state that are 
day night when she was taken to Sur Gow. Luis “Chavit” Singson bers. Soon after the dinner, she said, adding that Ms Atroyohada taken the food served to her with probably beginning to wear her 
the hospital were typical of Ms but also to inaugurate а new po- fell ill. tendency to squeeze In as many gusto. She is not picky with food down.” 
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Some 300 
soldiers ofthe 
2nd Marine 
Battalion led by 
Lt. Col. Achilles 
Segumalian 
prepare to sail off 
to Tawi-Tawi to 
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Marine Battalion — | Е 
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Marine colonel 
in Feb. standoff 
sent to Tawi-Tawi | 


AMARINECOLONEL heavily politicized call for withdrawal 
who was involved in Armed Forces offi- ofsupportfrom Pres- 
the stand-off at the cers corps. ident Macapagal-Ar- 
Philippine Marines’ During the Febru- royo. 

Fort Bonifacio head- ary incident, De ^ Segumalian's bat- 
quarterslast February Leon and Segu- talion will replace 
was shipped off to malian reportedly the 11th Marine Bat- 
TawicTawi yesterday. expressed support talion which will un- 

Lt. Col. Achilles for Querubin, whois dergo retraining be- 
Segumalian, chief of now under house ar- fore being shipped 
the 2nd Marine Bat- rest for allegedly back to Jolo 
talion, did not give joining the plot to FeB. Zamora 
credence to sugges- 
tions that he was be- 
ing sent to remote 
Tawi-Tawi as a pun- 
ishment for publicly 
questioning the con- 
duct of the May 2004 
elections in the Fort 
Bonifacio incident. 

"No, І don't think 1 
зо,” Segumalian said 3 ELLIPS COLOGNE 100ML 
in ап interview dur- 4 ) REG PRICE P 4075 
ing the send-off cere- 
monies yesterday for 
the 2nd Marine Bat- 
talion at the Philip- 
pine Navy headquar- 


ters on Roxas Blvd. R 
Navy chief Vice ] 
Admiral’ Mateo NEY 


Mayuga said the de- 


ployment of the 2nd 
Marine Battalion 
marked the official 
launching of the 
Fleet Marine Team aa 
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Top PNP post a toss-up 
between Calderon, Razon 
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SIX PEOPLE DIED HERE. A five-vehicle convoy of Maguindanao Gov. Andal Ampatuan was hit by a bomb hidden in a parked 
vehicle and detonated as soon as the governor's motorcade was passing by the new public market in Shariff Aguak. алс 


Bomb blasts Maguindanao 
governor convoy; 6 killed 


From page Al 


“The explosive was an improvised 
device. It was fitted with a timer,” Del 
Prado said. 

Моле Unas, Maguindanao provincial 
administrator, told the Inquirer that 
Ampatuan was unhurt and was resting 
as of press time. "From all indications, 
the governor was the target," Unas said. 

Unas declined to say who could be 
behind the latest attack on the gover- 
nor but other sources within Ampatu- 
an’s circle said his enemies within the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
were the most likely suspects. 


MILF denial 

But Bid Kabalu, MILF spokesper- 
son, denied they were responsible for 
the blast. 

“I can honestly say that we have 
nothing to do with the latest attempt 
on the life of the governor,” he said. 

Kabalu also offered MILF's help to 
fast track the investigation. "We are 
ready to help if they need our help for 
the speedy arrest of the perpetrators 
once they are identified,” he said. 

"Were cooperating with the gov- 
ernment to determine which group 
was behind the attack,” said Von al 
Haj, head of the MILF ceasefire panel, 
adding the incident was isolated and 
would not affect peace talks. 

Gov. Zaldy Ampatuan of the Au- 
ionomous Region in Muslim Min- 
danao (ARMM) said the bomb attack 
against his father was a cowardly act 
and was aimed at sowing terror. 

"It was aimed at destroying our ef- 
forts toward peace and development. 
But the suspects clearly failed," he 
said, 


Targets of assassins 
Andal Ampatuan Jr, another son 
of the governor, blamed “terrorists” 


AMPATUAN: Victim 10 times over 


for the attempt on his father's life. He 
did not elaborate. 

‘The Ampatuans have been subjected 
to similar attacks in the past. 

In December 2002, Mayor Saudi 
Ampatuan of Datu Piang town, a son 
of the Maguindanao governor, was 
killed when an improvised explosive 
device went off as he was walking 
back to his house. 

А year earlier, Ampatuan survived 
am assassination attempt when as- 
sailants opened fire on his convoy. 
That same year, he survived another 
ambush. 

Police officials have not ruled out 
terrorism and personal vendetta as 
motives for the latest attack on Am- 
patuan. 

“We are looking at many angles. It 
could be terrorism, it could also be 
grudges, it could also be politics, 
said Sr. Supt. Актай Mamalinta, di- 
rector of the Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao. 

“It wasn't an ambush. The bomb 


was planted; it was intended (to ex- 
plode there)," Mamalinta said. 

Saudi Ampatuan Jr, the governor's 
grandson and mayor of Datu Saudi 
Uy Ampatuan town, said the explo- 
sion missed the governor's car which 
was ahead of the convoy and was 
about 10 meters away. 

Police spokesperson 5: Supt 
‘Samuel Pagdilao said the national po- 
lice will be sending bomb experts to 
Maguindanao to help identify and es- 
tablish the signature of the bomb. 

"Investigators should get to the 
bottom of this," he said. 


Suspects JI 

One Army officer, Col. Felipe Tabas, 
said there were indications the bomb- 
ing was carried out by Jemaah Is- 
lamiyah, a regional network of Mus- 
lim militants linked to Osama bin 
Laden'sal Qaida. 

But the Maguindanao governor 
dismissed that idea and said he sus- 
pected his attackers came from an- 
other group "considered as an enemy 
of the state”, which he did not identi- 
fy 

The Ampatuan family wields a 
great deal of political and economic 
influence. 

‘One of the governor's sons, Zaldy, 
was elected in August as the governor 
of a five-province autonomous Mus- 
lim region in the south with backing 
from the national government in 
Manila. 

Three other sons are town mayors. 

Ms Arroyo's perceived support for 
Zaldy Ampotuan angered former 
Muslim rebels from the Moro Nation- 
al Liberation Front who had held the 
post of governor since signing a peace 
deal in 1996. With reports from 
Luige A. del Puerto, Reuters, AP 


2 businessmen killed in Subic rampage 


By Tonette T. Orejas 


HEAVILY ARMED MEN KILLED TWO 
businessmen in а shooting rampage 
yesterday evening inside an office at 
the Subic Bay Freeport, the first such 
violent incident in the industrial -om- 
plex, an official said. 

One other person was wou ded 
in the attack that occurred at 6 
p.m. in the office of one of the slain 
men, retired Gen. Jose Calimlim, 
senior deputy administrator for 
operations at the Subic Bay 
Metropolitan Authority, told the 
INQUIRER. 

"(Investigators are) looking at vari- 
‘ous angles, including possible husi- 


mess conflicts,” Calimlim said by 
phone. 

The office where the attack took 
place was located in the yard of Asia. 
International Auctioneers along the 
Argonaut Highway, Calimlim said. 


Trade in used vehicles 

He identified the fatalities as Ric 
‘fubig and Rommel Pineda. One of 
their companions, identified as Don- 
ald Garin, was seriously wounded, he 
added. 

According to Calimlim, the two 
slain men had brokered for several 
freeport-based companies that traded 
used vehicles ar the Freeport. It was 
not clear which companies they re- 


cently did business with, he said. 

The shooting occurred inside 
‘Tubig’s office, where SBMA investiga- 
tors found empty shells of Armalite 
and M-16 rifles. 


Central Luzon probers 

The exact name of 1. ig's office 
was not immediately available. 

The two fatalities died shortly after 
they were brought to the James 1. 
Gordon Memorial Hospital in nearby 
Olongapo Ci 

‘The identities of the attackers were 
not known at press time, 

Calimlim said investigators from 
the Central Luzon police had been 
asked to assist in the investigation. 


From page Al 
extended by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Lomibao said he and Ms Arroyo have yet 
to discuss his retirement, although he said 
his “mind is set to retire on July 5." 

There are, however, strong indications that 
the term of Lomibao, who assumed the top 
PNP post on March 14, 2005, may no longer 
beextended. 

A source told the Inguier that Mala- 
cafiang has already informed the police 
through a letter that the President would be 
available for the outgoing chief's retirement 
honors and change of command ceremonies 
on July . 

“This is to confirm the availability of Her 
Excellency, President Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо, for your retirement honors and the 
change of command ceremonies of the 
PNP...” said a letter from the Office of Presi- 
dential Appointments shown to the INQUIRER. 

"The Palace letter, however, did not say who 
would replace Lomibao. 


No jockeying 

Surprisingly, there has been little report 
of jockeying among generals for the posi- 
tion of Philippine National Police chief, one 
of the most sought-after in the govern- 
ment. 

Опе ranking cop surmised that generals 
probably knew that the succession issue had 
already been decided. 

By tradition, the top police post usually goes 
to the most senior and competent official, 
Lomibao told the Inguen. “Seniority has a 
great effect,” he said. 

By law, the President can choose Lomibao's 
successor from among the scores of one-star 
generals in the PNP 

‘Traditionally, however, the job has gone to 
a two-star or three-star general. 

Asked ifthe job, once he leaves, is a toss-up 
between Razon and Calderon, Lomibao said: 

“Моге or less ... because they still have 
more than one year to go,” he said. 

Razon, a member of PMA Class ‘74, is 
deputy chief for operations and is the 
third highest PNP officer. Calderon, a 
member of PMA Class 73, is deputy chief 
for administration, and ranks No. 2 in the 
PNP hierarchy. 

Both Razon and Calderon are three-star 
generals. 

А PNP officer, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity because of the sensitivity of the 
matter, noted that while Razon got his third 
star ahead of Calderon, the latter occupies the 
second highest post. 


x 
SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2006 
a 


LOMIBAO: Packing for July 5 retirement. 


"That already laid the groundwork for 
Calderon's (assumption), "said the source. 

“If the President makes no announcement 
extending Lomibao's term, and she does not 
announce a successor, then by operation of 
law Calderon will succeed him," he said. 


Related to GMA? 

He added that at this time of seeming un- 
certainty, the Presidents choice “boils 
down to trust and confidence,” meaning 
she will pick the official whom she trusts 
most. 

Calderon is said to be related to the Presi- 
dent. But he has neither confirmed nor de- 
nied it. 

When Calderon was promoted to Deputy 
Director General on April 21, Lomibao had 
described him as the “chief PNP in waiting.” 

‘A Camp Crame insider said that Ms Ar- 
royo, of course, could choose anyone she 
wants, even less senior officers, and with- 
hold her decision until the very last 
minute. She once extended the term of at 
least one PNP chief. 

Lomibao said he has already begun packing 
his things at the White House, the PNP chief's 
official residence in Camp Crame. 


No retirement talk 

"No," he said when asked if Ms Arroyo al- 
ready spoke to him about retirement. “The 
President, until the day of retirement, is still 
perhaps making the decision.” 

‘Asked what he would do if Ms Arroyo 
urged him to extend his tenure, Lomibao said: 
“Maybe I will consider that one. Saka na lang 
kami mag-uusap (We'll talk about it later)" 


San Beda law school drops 26 
top profs seeking dean’s ouster 


FrompageAl 


inthe meantime.” 

‘The controversy began last school year when 
Son Beda's rector-president, Fr. Anscar Chupung- 
со, approved Jara's recommendation that three 
fourth-year students be allowed to stay despite 
twice failing Torts and Damages and/or Political 
Law Review. 

Under the school's regulations, such a fail- 
ше meant automatic non-readmission unless 
the dean, for “justifiable reasons,” reversed 
the ruling. 

The exception resting on the dean's discre- 
tion was hardly exercised, but since it was 
part of the school policy, Jara should have at 
least consulted the professors involved, Bril- 
liantes claimed. 


Adversarial 

“The issue could have been settled if only 
the dean and the rector were open to a gen- 
uine dialogue," he said. “Why didn't they talk 
with the professors before allowing the stu- 
dents to stay.” 

Chupungco said dialogues had been con- 
ducted but the professors were purportedly 
“adversarial.” 

“They claim a kind of autonomy supposed- 
ly granted to them ever since—thar's unac- 
ceptable,” he said. 

“They have the attitude of trying to run the 
school independent of the authority. The time 
has come not to tolerate this anymore." 

Brillantes said hiring new professors may 
be unwise as they may not measure up to the 
effectiveness of the veterans. 

“That's unfair" said Chupungco, noting 
that some of those who were not re-hired had 
been negligent in attending class and submit- 
ting grades. 

“We have a new set of good professors and 
they have all promised to abide by the rules." 

"The school's standards won't be weakened 
by its compassion," Delson said. 


34 new profs 

The 34 new faculty members, 25 of whom 
are San Beda alumni, include six regional trial 
court judges, two law school deans, and new- 
ly appointed Elections Commissioner Rene 
Sarmiento, according to Delson. 

Delson said the administration was not 
completely closing the door on the 26 profes- 
sors who were among the 31 petitioners in 
the letter demanding the resignation of the 
dean dated March 2. 

“Perhaps, they can return when we have a 
new administration whose line of thinking is 
the same as theirs," he said. “But for Dean 


Jara, he wants respect while he's the dean.” 

їп a Feb. 21 faculty meeting, purportedly 
the first in Jara's six years as dean, Jara ex- 
plained that he had recommended in favor of 
the three students because they had "good 
grades" and met the minimum 79 QPl in their 
junior year, the 31 petitioners wrote in the 
March 2 letter, a copy of which was furnished 
the INQUIRER. 


‘Compassion’ 

‘The petitioners said they later found out 
that one student actually failed to meet the 
ОРІ (qualitative point index) requirement. 

"With your failure to sufficiently justify 
your actions, we hoped that you would find in 
yourself the moral courage to admit a mis- 
take," they wrote Jara. "Instead, you declared 
that you have no duty to explain your actions 
because you just exercised what you claim is 
your sole discretion.” 

Delson said the decision to keep the stu- 
dents was partly made out of “compassion” 
оп the part of the Benedictine-run law school, 
a Catholic institution. 

But he said the three students would auto- 
matically have to leave should they fail the 
subjects a third time. 

“They were already in their fourth year and 
no other law school would accept them be- 
cause of the required one-year residency," he 
said. 

Last May 23, Jara issued a memorandum 
informing professors about the "expiration 
of (their) part-time semestral teaching 
contracts,” and declaring that “all teaching 
positions in the College of Law are deemed 
vacated.” 

Professors like human rights lawyer Rene 
Saguisag complained. 

“The memo sounded compatible with 
reprisal, a strong word, 1 know, against those 
who took a position, as principled as yours, 
but did not prevail,” Saguisag later wrote 
Jara, referring to the resignation petition. 

Brilliantes, who had been teaching quite 
sparingly since 2000, said it was never the 
practice at San Beda to issue such a memo, 
more so, to identify professors as“ 


‘Abrasive’ 

“Maybe the reason why previous deans and 
previous school administrators had avoided 
the term ‘part-time’ was because they had 
some decency to be somehow courteous,” he 
wrote Jara on June 5. 

Saguisag said it sounded “most abrasive” 
to practically refer to justices, judges, and 
other lawyers teaching at San Beda as "con- 
tractuals. 
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SC ECHEGARAY ‘ERROR’ 


Anti-crime crusaders want 


Panganiban’s claim probed 


By Nelson F Flores 


VOLUNTEERS AGAINST CRIME AND COR- 
ruption Chair Dante Jimenez yesterday asked 
the Office of the Ombudsman to investigate 
Chief Justice Artemio Panganiban's claim that 
the Supreme Court may have committed "ju- 
dicial error" when it imposed the death penal- 
ty on rape convict Leo Echegaray. 

Ina nine-page complaint, Jimenez said the 
Ombudsman should conducta swift and thor- 
ough investigation against the incumbent 
Supreme Court justices for purposes of im- 
peachment and against retired SC justices 
and RTC judge for purposes of criminal prose- 
cution. 

Jimenez said if Panganiban cannot prove 
his allegation that the Supreme Court com- 
mitted “judicial error" in Echegaray's case, 
“he should be recommended for impeach- 
ment for his unbecoming conduct, for ma- 
ligning the name of the institution he repre- 
sents and for causing erosion of public trust 
and confidence on the judiciary as a whole” 
pursuant to Section 4 of Republic Act 6713 
(Code of Conduct and Ethical Standard for 
public Officials and Employees). 

Court records showed that the Supreme 
Court affirmed on June 25, 1996 the decision 
of the Quezon City Regional Trial Court 
Branch 104 imposing the death penalty on 
Echegaray after finding him to be either the 
father or stepfather of his rape victim. 

"The fact the ten-year old (Baby 
Echegaray) referred to the accused-appellant 


PANGANIBAN 


as "Papa" is reason enough to conclude that 
accused appellant is either the father or step- 
father to (Baby). Thus the act of sexual as- 
sault perpetrated by the accused on his young 
victim has become all the more repulsive and 
perverse. This law has made it inevitable un- 
der the circumstances of this case that the ac- 
cused-appellant face the supreme penalty of 
death," the Supreme Court said in its decision 
in affirming Echegaray's death sentence. 
Almost 10 years after the ruling, Pangani- 
ban, in a speech before the Free Legal Assis- 
tance Group, said the Supreme Court might 
have committed “judicial error” in the death 
of Echegaray saying "the complaint alleged 


Customs chief says topping 


corruption list 


HIS AGENCY TOPPED THE OMBUDSMAN'S 
list of the country's most corrupt agencies but 
Customs Commissioner Napoleon Morales 
does not mind. 

"That's a good thing,” said Morales, react- 
ing to a statement from Ombudsman Mer- 
ceditas Gutierrez that the customs bureau 
with the Bureau of Internal Revenue were 
the most corrupt government agencies based 
‘on the number of graft cases filed as a result 
of internal lifestyle checks. 

Morales said it meant the Department of 
Finance, which has supervisory control over 
the customs and internal revenue bureaus, 
was doing its job well. 

“The way I look at it the basis of the Om- 
budsman’s report was the lifestyle check. 
because that's where their data came fro 
he said. 

Morales said Finance Secretary Margarito 
Teves has been conscientious in asking for 
the statements of assets and liabilities of cus- 
toms appraisers and examiners to determine 
whether their assets could have been legally 
earned based on their income. 

In 2003, Malacafiang issued Executive Or- 
der 259 which allowed the DOF to create an 
internal affairs team to institutionalize 
lifestyle checks on revenue collection offi- 
cers. 

Called the Revenue Integrity Protection 
Service, Or RIPS, the team carries out inves- 
tigations and files complaints against erring 
revenue officials. 

Morales said he was not aware how other 
agencies checked on their personnel. 

Не said he himself has ordered seminars 
to be conducted in the DOF to teach customs 
employees how to fight graft. 

He believes the customs bureau's perfor- 
mance so far shows that it has been effective 
in fighting corruption. He pointed out that if 
corruption was still rampant, the bureau 
would not have met its collection targets. 

The BOC surpassed its collection target in 
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‘a good thing’ 


the first five months of the year by about 
P4.5 billion. 

Gutierrez said the Department of Public 
Works and Highways and the Department of 
Education followed the BOC and BIR in the 
list of the most cor- 
rupt agencies. 

Sought for com- о 
БЭ COPIE 
Secretary Hermo- 
genes Ebdane said 
he believes the de- 
partment has gone 
down in ranking of 
agencies perceived 
to be corrupt. 

Ebdane said he 
has instituted ге 
forms in the depart- 
ment. He said he has 
ensured that DPWH 
employees would 
follow procedures so 
they would not run 
afou of the law. 
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that the victim was the daughter of Echegaray. 
However, it was proven during the trial that 
he was not the father, stepfather or grandía- 
ther of the victim." 

In his complaint, Jimenez said that if it 
were true as Chief Justice Panganiban 
claimed, then the QCRTC judge of Branch 104 
who first decided the case and then the jus- 
tices who concurred in the Supreme Court de- 
cision were guilty of Gross Inexcusable Negli- 
gence in failing to appreciate this fact and af- 
firming the trial court erroneous decision to 
impose the death penalty. 

This isa clear violation of Sec. 3 ofRA 3019 
(Anti-Graft and Corrupt Practices Act), 
Jimenez stressed. 
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PROTECT YOUR FAMILY FROM SICKNESS! 
The best solution to maintain healthy homes. 
“If the RTC judge in Echegaray's case in- 
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all means, he should be disciplined according- 7 
Iyby the SC for gross ignorance of the law and 
criminally charged. His ignorance has unjust- 
ly caused a loss of life,” Jimenez argued. 

Aside from Jimenez, the other com- 
plainants in this case are lawyer Jose Malvar 
Villegas Jr. of the Citizens Crime Watch, 
lawyer Ernesto Villagarcia of the Kapatiran 
Kontra Krimen and Dr. Be Caralde of the Ban- 
tay Bayan Foundation. 
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE SYSTEM 
Financial Center, Roxas Blvd., Pasay City, 1308 


NOTICE TO INTERESTED PARTIES 


The GSIS, thru its ACQUIRED ASSETS EVALUATION 
COMMITTEE (AAEC), shall be accepting offers for the following 
properties: 


1. Former GSIS Makati Office 
Location: Legazpi St., Legazpl Village, Makati City 
TCT Nos. S — 19518, S — 19519, S – 19520 
Land Area: 2,429sqm. 
Improvements: 7 storey bldg. w/ roof deck 
Proposal Type: Long Term Lease 


. GSIS Quezon City Property 
Location: Eliptical Road, Quezon City 
TCT Nos, N-187226, N-187227 
Land Area: 29, 844 Sqm. 


program to improve the distribution of water in the East Zone. In line with this, 
the company will upgrade large pipelines along EDSA and Ayala which will 
result in a temporary cutoff of water supply. The interruption will begin 10:00 
p.m., Saturday, June 24, 2006, up to 8:00 a.m., Sunday, June 25. The following 
barangays will be affected: Bel-Air, Salcedo, Legaspi, Bgy. Poblacion, Pio Del 
Pilar, San Lorenzo, Palm Village and Guadalupe Viejo. 


Manila Water Company advises all residents of the said areas to store enough 
water prior to the scheduled interruptions to avoid inconvenience. 
For the latest update, please call our „ЄТ? 
Customer Call Center Hotline at 1627. Ё, 4, 
an 
We don’t just lay pipes, we improve lives. «ч 
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Proposal Type: Long Term Lease 


Interested parties may submit their proposals to the Disposition of 
Acquired Assets Department, 5" floor, Core C, GSIS Headquarters, 
Financial Center, Pasay City on or before July 14, 2006. 


All proposals shall be evaluated by the AAEC and shall be subject 
to the final approval of the President and General Manager and/or 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. GSIS reserves the right to reject any and/or 
all proposals. 


(54) RENATO R. SANTICO 
Senior Vice President 
Housing and Real Property Development Group 
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Gov't gave Lafayette P3.5-B tax break 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS FOREGONE 
collecting $63.88 million or P3.57 bil- 
fion in taxes from Lafayette Philippines 
Inc. for mining gold and base metals in 
Albay because of the tax perks given to 
the Australian firm by the Philippine 
Economic Zone Authority (Peza). 

A report prepared by the Department 
of Environment and Natural Resources 
оп Lafayette's operations in Rapu-Ra: 
ри, а 5,000-ha island in Albay, showed. 
thet the national and local governments 
could earn $122.69 million or P6.8 bil- 
lion over six years if no tax incentives 
had been offered to the firm. 

Instead, the government stands to gain 
‘only $58.81 million or P3.29 billion dur- 
ing Lafayette's six-year mine life because 

of the tax perks enjoyed by Lafayetre's 
+ subsidiary Rapu-Rapu Processing Inc. as 
Ya locator in a special economic zone. 

‚ Peza had declared 41.38 hectares of the 


ee 


only at Greenwich. 
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180-ha mine area of Lafayette a special eco- 
nomic zone, exempting the company from 
paying real estote and other taxes, and re- 
quiring it to pay only five percent of the 
mandated 35 percent corporate income tax. 

Environment Secretary Angelo T. Reyes 
has asked Peza to review the economic 
‘zone status of a portion of Rapu-Rapu. 

The 70-page report that found 
Lafayette of lapses that caused 
two mine spills also noted that the tax 
incentives granted to Lafayette made 
the sharing scheme “grossly unfavor- 
able to the Philippine government.” 

The current scheme stands at 24-74 
in favor of Lafayette. 

Reyes said he would push for 54-46, 
ог the scheme representing a tax perk- 
free arrangement with Lafayette in fa- 
vor of the government. 

Lafayette Mining Ltd. said yesterday 
it paid a fine of P10.4 million 
($195,490) imposed by the govem- 
ment after the two cyanide spills in its 
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mine in October last year. 

The company also said it expected to 
fully comply this week with 15 condi- 
tions set by the government before it 
canstart a 30-day test run at its mine on 
Rapu-Rapu, which was ordered to halt 
operations after the spills. 

"We're definitely hoping that for our 
own benefit we will be able to start the 
test run soon,” said Bayani Agabin, a 
lawyer and vice president at Lafayette's 
Philippine unit. 

Reyes has said the test run, if successful, 
will lead to the full reopening of the mine. 

‘The government is pushing a revival 
of the mining sector to attract foreign 
investment and reduce poverty but has 
come under pressure from influential 
Roman Catholic bishops voicing con- 
cems about the environmental impact. 

Lafayette, the first foreign firm to de- 
velop and run a mine in the Philippines 
in almost 40 years, estimates Rapu-Ra- 
pu will generate revenues of $350 mil- 


lion per year from annual production of 
10,000 tons of copper in concentrates, 
14,000 tons of zine, 50,000 ounces of 
gold and 600,000 ounces of silver. 

A fact-finding committee investigating 
the spills in October, chaired by Sorsogon 
Bishop Arturo Bastes, called for the per- 
manent closure of Lafayette's operations, 
а moratorium on mining on Rapu-Rapu 
anda review of the law allowing 100-per- 
‘cent foreign ownership of local mines. 

The test run at the Rapu-Rapu mine 
will involve three stages—a five-day 
run of the processing plant with water 
to detect pipe leaks; а nine-day run 
with ore but without the minerals; and 
a 15-day run with ore and metals. 

Some estimates value the Philippines’ 
mineral wealth at $1 trillion. But many 
foreign investors have been discouraged 
by political turmoil, corruption, insur- 
gencies in the resource-rich south and 
opposition from bishops and indigenous 
groups. With a Reuters report. 
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Aussie mining 
firm cougbs up 
PIOM for fine 


LAFAYETTE PHILS. ANNOUNCED YES- 
terday it had paid a P10.4-million fine 
for two mine incidents in October as it 
completed additional pollution safe- 
guards imposed by the government 
preparatory to testing its processing fa- 
cilities and eventually its resumption of 
operations. 

The payment and the new safeguards 
were ordered by Environment Secretary 
Angelo Reyes as conditions before the test 
тип, which would involve only water ini- 
tially to allow the company's technicians 
to check the system for leaks and further 
fine-tuning, Lafayette said in a statement. 

Lafayette said its new management 
under Carlos G. Dominguez had spent 
about P400 million for these remedial 
measures since taking over last January 
to show that the company would operate 
with the full assurance of environmental 
and health protection. 


Lafayette’s word 

Dominguez, who spearheads Lafayettes 
bid to regain the public's trust in the com- 
pany, had given his word that Lafayette 
would resume operations only after its sys- 
tems and facilities pass all tests. 

At full operations, the company said it 
is expected to directly hire 900 people, 
most of them from the host communities 
of Albay and Sorsogon. 

With new revenues, the company said 
it would launch a series of projects that. 
will directly benefit these communities, 
with education, livelihood, and environ- 
mental protection as priorities, includ- 
ing P31 million worth of social develop- 
ment projects. 

In its decision, the Department of Envi- 
ronment and Natural Resources (DENR) 
noted that aside from creating jobs, the 
project would also pay the government 
P3 billion in taxes, of which P244 million. 
will goto local governments. 


Full remediation 

Reyes noted that allowing the project 
to resume operations would ensure the 
full remediation and rehabilitation of 
the mine site after the project is termi- 
nated in about seven years m 

"hn abandoned open pit mine is not 
an attractive proposition as it will simply 
cause small miners to descend on. the 
area and they will operate without envi- 
ronmental safeguards and safety mea- 
sures,” said Reyes. 

“In this case, the government, and ul- 
timately the Filipino taxpayer, will have 
to shoulder the considerable cost of ге 
mediation and rehabilitation. Allowing 
Lafayette to resume operations will al- 
low an ECC-consistent mine rehabilita- 
tion and decommissioning plan to be im- 
plemented," he added. 
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Saturday, June 24, 2006 
Birth of John the Baptist 

Ast Readin 184 

2nd Reading: Acts 13:22-26 

Gospel: Luke 1:57-66, 80 

When the time came for Elizabeth, she 
gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and rela- 
tives heard that the merciful Lord had done а 
wonderful thing for her and they rejoiced 
with her. 

When on the eighth day they came to at 
tend the circumcision of the child, they want- 
ed to name him Zechariah after his father. But 
his mother said, "Nor so; he shall be called 
John." They said to her, "No one in your fami- 
iy has that name"; and they asked the father 
by means of signs for the name he wanted to 
give. Zechariah asked for a writing tablet and 
wrote on it, "His name is John,” and they 
were very surprised. Immediately Zechariah 
could speak again and his first words were in 
praise of God, 

^ holy fear came on all in the neighbor- 
hood, and throughout the Hills of Judea the 
people talked about these events. All who 
heard of it pondered in their minds and won- 
dered, "What will this child be?" For they un 
derstood that the hand of the Lord was with 
him. 

‘As the child grew up, he was seen to be 
strong in the Spirit; he lived in the desert 
till the day when he appeared openly in Is 
rael 
Commentary 

John: called from his mother's womb, a 
prophet that is an arrow of God, а sharp- 
edged sword of the Word of God, sent to the 
heart of the people who stray. God holds him 
in his quiver until it їз time, as servant who 
shows forth his glory to all. Ife lives to declare 
the coming of the light and restore Israel, to 
go before the face of the Lord to come. He is 
known only by God and when he is born the 
tradition shyis. He is named John, beloved of 
God not m the line of his father's family. Even 
his name opens the mouth of his father and 
calls forth the praise of God. What will this 
child be? Even as we live our lives called in 
baptism we too must live as this sword, this 
arrow, this servant of God going before the 
face of the Lord, 
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Congratulations. You've just completed 
your LightsSpeed VCT Scan 
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New LightsSpeed VCT scans the heart in just 5 beats. 
Introducing the first Volume CT scanner for cardiologist. LightSpeed 
VCT gives you unprecented 64-slice resolution and 40 mm 
coverage per rotation. That means it can scan the entire heart in 
just 5 beats and capture detail that lets you examine coronary 
arteries noninvasively. It can also capture submilimeter detail and 
non-calcified plaque at once. And it lets you check for coronary Ё ` 
artery stenosis, pulmonary embolism and aortic dissection in a f * 
single scan. 


Cancer staging or work up (whole body scan), Brain, Head 
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nasopharynx), Chest and lungs, abdomen, extremety, spine, 
trauma imaging, CT angiograms — BRAIN, RENAL, Peripheral 
vessel, PULMONARY arteries and the other routine CT scans 
are done much faster, with better image quality resulting in more 
accurate clinical diagnosis. 
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НЕ REPORTED $200-MILLION WORLD BANK 

Joan for education comes as a breath of fresh air af- 

ter a series of bad news for a sector that has long 

been plagued by shortages, tight budgets, political med- 

dling, etc. This is not to say that the $200-million loan 

will solve the crisis in our educational system. In fact, the 

shortcomings of the public school system are only half of 

the crisis. The other half lies in us: our 

EDITORIAL lack of resolve or political will to ad- 

dress it. We must do more than just re- 

ly on outside assistance to solve the crisis and do what we 
have to do fast. 

The statistics are there for all to see. As of the latest 
count, our public school system lacks more than 10,000 
elementary and high school teachers, not to mention 
textbooks and others. Making things worse, only about 
19 percent of 51,000 teachers scored 75 percent or better 
in English in a 2004 Self-Assessment Test conducted by 
the Department of Education, and a big number of Sci- 
ence and Math teachers did not major in those subjects. 

These inadequacies may partly explain the disturbing 
academic performance of our students and the dubious 
literacy rate in a country touted as one of the most highly 
educated in the region and once Southeast Asia’s favorite 
source of quality education. Around 9 million of the 57.6 
million Filipinos aged 10-64 years are “functionally illit- 
erate,” meaning, “unable to read, write, subtract and add, 
ог understand instructions—something normally learned 
by Grade 4.” Even so, the “functional literacy rate” of 85 
percent is “probably overstated.” Among Grade 6 kids, 
only 26 percent have a mastery of English, 15 percent of 
Science, and 31 percent of Math; and among senior high 
school students, only 7 have mastered English, 2 percent, 
Science, and 16 percent, Math. 

In the Trends in Math and Science Survey (TIMSS) tak- 
en in 2003, the Philippines scored the lowest among a 
group of Asian countries that included Japan, South Ko- 
теа, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singa- 
pore. 

To the credit of the private sector, a growing number of 
corporations and individuals have been responding to the 
crisis in various ways—building classrooms, providing 
learning facilities, funding scholarships, etc. And more 
and more local government units are pitching in, accord- 
ing to the Foundation for Worldwide People Power, which 
itself has launched Education Revolution 2006, a move- 
ment that seeks to mobilize entire communities in pro- 
moting quality education. 

But the national government has yet to match these ini- 
tiatives. In fact, it treats the crisis with some show of con- 
cern only around school year openings, and largely for- 
gets it the rest of the year. The national government bud- 
get for education is very revealing. For example, in 2005, 
out of the total budget of P907.56 billion, the DepEd got 
only P112 billion. In the bigger P1.053-trillion budget 
proposed for 2006, the DepEd’s budget is reduced to 
P108 billion. If we look deeper, 85 percent of the educa- 
tion department's annual budget goes to pay the salaries 
of teachers. That leaves a mere 15 percent for capital out- 
lay, maintenance and operations (and needless to say, the 
actual amount spent for such items is even smaller be- 
cause of corruption). 

It may be argued that, among the departments, the 
DepEd has still the biggest appropriation. But it only 
amounts to 12 percent of the national budget compared 
to the ideal 20 percent. 

It may be foolish to see some relief coming from our 
lawmakers. For example, how much of their pork barrel 
would they rather spend for non-priority projects, like 
waiting sheds and basketball courts, than for education? 

It was only after the nation’s attention was focused on 
the classroom shortage (which was denied by President 
Macapagal-Arroyo) that the bicameral conference com- 
mittee, upon the instance of the Senate, sought to in- 
crease the DepEd's budget. But then the 2006 budget is 
unlikely to be passed by Congress, and the 2005 budget is 
poised for reenactment, 

Significantly, the President has promised an additional 
P1 billion for her all-out war against communists to be 
taken from the “non-repeating projects” included in the 
2005 budget. She has also committed another P1 billion 
for the government's anti-corruption campaign. Nothing 
for education. That surely says a lot about her priorities. 
‘And yet, the Constitution says the government should 
give the “highest budgetary priority to education.” 
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‘The most formidable weapon’ 


IF YOU BELIEVE GLORIA MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo is guilty of the offenses imputed to her by 
her critics, you must join the movement to im- 
peach and remove her as President of the 
Philippines. 

That is not only your right but a duty im- 
posed upon you as “an individual particle of 
sovereignty.” Iris your will, with those of other 
Filipinos similarly exalted, that will rechart 
and protect the future of our country. 

You cannot just stand still, given your con- 
sidered conclusions. You are not only an ob- 
server of the passing scene but an active pro- 
tagonist in the drama unfolding before us. You 
are as much an accuser and complainant as 
those who will actually prosecute her. 

Impeachment has been described as “the 
‘most formidable weapon in the arsenal of 
democracy.” But it is also derided as a “rusted 
blunderbuss" that is hardly fired because of its 
procedural limitations. 

In the United States where our impeach- 
ment rules have been patterned, no President 
has been removed through this difficult 
method. Richard Nixon might have been its 
first casualty but evaded this dishonor by re- 
signing. Andrew Johnson survived by a mar- 
gin of only one vote and Bill Clinton by a bi 
ger lead that even included Republican sup- 
port. 

The President of the Philippines, as well as 
other high officials of our government, may 
be impeached for culpable violation of the 
Constitution, treason, bribery, graft and cor- 
ruption, other high crimes, or betrayal of pub- 
lic trust. 

А complaint for impeachment may be filed 
by any member of the House of Representa- 
tives or by any citizen upon a resolution of en- 
dorsement by any House member. It may be el- 
evated to the Senate by а vote of one-third of 


Bad laws 


REVENUE COMMISSIONER JOJO BUNAG 
asked me to lunch after this column put him 
under a microscope a couple of weeks ago 
(where he unfortunately didn't come out look- 
ing too good). The request was done in the 
usual Asian manner—roundabout—that is to 
say, Вийа to friend to my husband Christian 
back to friend back to Bufiag and finally to me 
(ай through text), until a mutually convenient 
time and place could be arranged. 

Т appreciate the commissioner's efforts to 
explain his side, although it could have been 
done in a more efficient, albeit less pleasant, 
manner had he written his reaction and sent it 
to this newspaper. At least, it wouldn't have 
cost me so much (I paid for my own lunch—my 
call—and it set me back a pretty penny). The 
bright side is that Bufiag is a very congenial 
person, and he thoughtfully provided me with 
several annual reports of the BIR, and other in- 
formation that | asked for. 

He made the following points, which in the 
interest of transparency and fair play, I faith- 
fully report without comment: (1) The 2006 
BIR targets were a "done deal" before Bufiag, 
‘who was a deputy to Willy Parayno, took over; 
(2) Parayno's BIR met the 2003 targets, but did 
not meet the 2004 targets; (3) the targets for 
2006 may have been set too high, and P20 bil- 
lion of that was wrongfully assigned to the ВІА 
rather than to the Bureau of Customs; (4) The 
2-percentage point increase in the VAT starting 

Is year isn’t going to increase tax revenues to 
any appreciable extent; (5) Nevertheless, 
Buñag has changed his tune, and thinks that 
the targets can now be met; and (6) The head 
of the Large Taxpayers Service (LTS), who was 
removed and frozen during Rene Bañez's 
watch, did not get reappointed to that 
unit—she was instead promoted to deputy 
‘commissioner by President Macapagal-Arroyo. 
In connection with the last point, l apologize to 
the current head of the LTS, Merlinda L. Or- 
doyo, for any grief my giving out wrong infor- 
mation may have caused her. 
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Let us rally against 
the new dictatorship 
with our sovereign 
will as our most 
formidable weapon 


all the members of the House of Representa- 
tives. 

‘Trial will be conducted by the Senate to be 
presided by the Chief Justice when the Presi- 
dent of the Philippines is the respondent. Con- 
viction shall require the vote of two-thirds of 
all the members of the Senate. 

The judgment shall not extend beyond re- 
moval from office and disqualification to hold 
any other position in the government, but the 
accused shall still be subject to prosecution un- 
der our criminal laws. 

Despite the strong evidence against Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada during his impeachment 
trial, it is doubtful if he could have been con- 
victed with no less than 12 senators deter- 
mined to acquit him. The 11 other senators 
were 5 short of the 16 votes needed to convict. 

Last year, the complaint for impeachment 


against President Arroyo did not even reach 
first base. Her accusers could not enlist the 
one-third vote needed to refer the matter to 
the Senate, 

Опе maneuver the complainants against Ms 
‘Arroyo are guarding against is the pre-emption 
of their bona fide charges by a fake complaint 
to be filed by her allies that is sure to be dis- 
missed for lack of merit. Such a scheme will 
prevent the filing of another complaint against. 
her during a period of one year, as prohibited 
by the Constitution. 

Reportedly, there will be a vigilance task 
force to prevent the hatching of the insidi- 
ous scheme. How? By violently preventing 
the filing of such a sham complaint? That 
would be a strong-arm tactic that would 
negate the peaceful (and intelligent) image 
of the enemies of the questioned Mala- 
cafiang tenant. 

Thave the highest respect for the civic-mind- 
ed persons who will file the complaint for im- 
peachment against President Arroyo. They de- 
serve the esteem and encouragement ofall Fil- 
ipinos who value freedom and detest oppres- 
sion. I am personally determined to give them 
my full support in the exercise of my own re- 
sources, including my devotion to the Rule of 
Law. 

My special admiration for Josefina T. 
Lichauco, a worthy colleague in the bar, for in- 
spiring and leading the stalwart defenders in 
their threatened but undaunted ramparts. 

AIL of us who share their passion for liberty 
are co-complainants with them in the con- 
demnation of the abuses of the present ad- 
ministration under Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. 
Let us rally against the new dictatorship with 
our sovereign will as our most formidable 
‘weapon under the flag of the tattered Consti- 
tution, 


lead to poor revenue take 


Get REAL 


Solita Collas- 
Monsod 


‘That having been disposed of, the fact re- 
mains that the Philippines, even if the BIR 
were to successfully achieve its target, will 
still have one of the lowest tax-effort ratios 
(tax revenues to GDP) in the region, If not 
the world. Generally, at this stage of the con- 
versation, fingers are pointed accusingly at 
the tax collection agencies and their heads 
(фас how Bufag got written about two 
weeks ago). But it is time we reminded our- 
selves of factors that are beyond the control 
of the revenue collection agencies, and for 
these, a great deal of the blame can be laid on 
Congress. 

But we only legislate, our lawmakers claim, 
it is the executive department that imple- 
ments. That is true. Still the quality of that leg- 
islation, particularly in tax matters, сап and 
has been pretty Бай. 

Not to nag, but] must again cite as an exam- 
ple the failure of our lawmakers to remove one 
simple provision in the original sin tax bill, a 
provision that was inserted only during the bi- 
cameral committee negotiations, This provi- 
sion mandates the use of 1996 prices as the ba- 
sis for calculating the taxes on cigarettes, until 
changed by Congress, Well, Congress still re- 
fused to change it after seven years. The "new" 
sin tax law still contains it. According to esti- 
mates made by the Department of Finance, us- 
ing 1996 instead of current prices to compute 
sin taxes costs Filipinos about P20 billion а 
year in foregone revenues. The main beneficie- 
ries of the provision are the cigarette compa- 
nies owned by Lucio Tan. 

But large as that loss is, it pales In compari- 

' 


son with the foregone revenues as a result of 
the lousy fiscal incentives program (the abjec- 
tive of which is supposedly to encourage in- 
vestments, both foreign and domestic), also 
passed by Congress. Why is it a lousy program? 
Because a just-completed study undertaken by 
Renato Reside of the UP School of Economics, 
entitled (dramatically but aptly) "Business and 
Government Without a Conscience* *(The 
tragic redundancy of fiscal incentives for in- 
vestment in the Philippines)" finds that a large 
amount of incentives are redundant: they аге 
given to many firms that would have invested 
anyway. 

Reside estimates that 95 percent of the val- 
ue of investments registered by the Board of 
Investments were given incentives that were. 
redundant, and the cost to Filipinos of these in- 
centives (income tax holidays, tax and duty ex- 
emptions) amounted to about P43.2 billion in 
2004. This does not include the cost of redun- 
dancies in other “investment promoting agen- 
cies” such as the Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority, Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority and 
Clark Special Economic Zone. 

То make matters worse, Reside, using 
econometric tools, finds that the incentives аге 
“impotent"—they do not have the predictive 
power for cross-region investment (which is 
consistent with the results of cross-country 
studies). Rather, what influence the invest- 
ment are real per capita GDP (Le. a strong re- 
gional market), functional literacy (access to 
educated labor inputs promotes investment), 
and infrastructure (high road density pro- 
motes investment). 

The biggest tragedy, of course, is that in giv- 
ing the incentives to those who don't need 
them, much needed resources are lost that 
could have been used to improve the very edu- 
cation and infrastructure, which are the true 
promoters of investment. 

There is a lesson here: Before Congress 
points to the motes in other people's eyes, it. 
should deal with the mote in its own eye first, 
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A NEW GROUP CALLED "ONE VOICE" IS 1М- 
pressive as it counts with eight bishops (out of 
120 CBCP members), former Cabinet members, 
two former election commissioners, several 1986 
Constitutional Commission members, the superi- 
ог of the Jesuits in the Philippines, a number of 
educators, NGO workers, etc. In a full-page ad, it 
stated its major thesis: that there is no need to 
change the Constitution as basic social and elec- 
toral reforms can be done without it. 

То my mind, the argument is flawed. Many re- 
forms the group seeks are on every Filipino’s wish 
list, e.g, social and economic infrastructure and 
safety-nets for the poor, but most of them need leg- 
islation. Our experience in the past 60 years, how- 
ever, shows that such laws cannot be passed by our 
perennially deadlocked two-chamber set-up. For 
instance, One Voice rightly сев housing asa ma, 
jorconcern, but the bill creating the Department of 
Housing hes slept in the Senate, along with many 
other reform bills. There's also the perpetual con- 
fict between the executive and legislative. Under 
the parliamentary system, the two branches are 
fused under party government that claims full re- 
“sponsibility for governance. 


One Voice has raised apprehensions that are 
not valid. It says the proposed Constitution is 
not acceptable because it takes away our right 
to vote directly for the president. It's conceded 
that Filipinos want to vote directly for their 
president for a good number of reasons, the 
pecuniary and the circus-like campaign atmo- 
sphere included. But to use this as a major ar- 
gument is clearly to play to the gallery. They 
Surely know that many nations do not vote di- 
rectly for the head of government, but also are. 
more progressive than our country. 

One Voice also raised the bogey of no elections. 
in 2007. This was indeed a scenario raised in the. 
consultative commission by a very small group, 
but this was quickly killed in the debates. 

It also raised fears about having a "super-Presi- 
dent with additional Prime Minister powers." But 
isn't the proposal to create the new post of prime 
minister precisely intended to dilute the powers 


IT WAS DURING A “WINE DINNER" HOSTED BY 
"Torres Wines that we got to talking about our ed- 
ucation in wines and appreciation of libation. Our 
table of women writers—Eggie Apostol of Mr. & 
Ms Magazine, Julie Yap Daza of the Manila Bul- 
letin, Norma Chikiamco of Food Magazine, publi- 
cist Corito Fiel and myself—faced with a bewil- 
dering array of white and red wines, a different 
variety accompanying each course, harked back 
to simpler times when Boone's Apple Wine was 
considered the height of sophistication. 

T don't know if Corito was right in asserting that 
"our" generation was ће first to begin pushing the 
stylistic envelope on alcoholic consumption. 1 do 
remember a short story by Nick Joaquin where a 
visitor to a middle-class Filipino household mar- 
veled that she had been asked if she wanted some. 
wine, since it wasn't too long ago that visitors 
‘would be served Coke, and only Coke, upon ar- 
rival. I guess every generation seeks to establish its 
cosmopolitan credentials, with wine being the ed- 
ucational material of choice. 

Boone's Apple Wine, sweet and chilled, while 
not exactly Wine Appreciation 101, at least gave 
us the illusion of sophistication and a taste for 
weet alcohol. In college, while our boyfriends 
drowned their sorrows in beer, we sought more 
refined (or so we thoughr) escapes: Sangria, Mar- 
garitas and Screwdrivers. That's how I found out 1 
was allergic to gin, waking up after a night of par- 
tying with a bad case of hives. 

My ultimate wine-appreciation class occurred 
soon after graduation from college, ironically 
enough over meals at Villa San Miguel, the official 
residence of Jaime Cardinal Sin, where lunches 
and dinners were always marked by the serving of 
wine and liqueurs. Some afternoons after work, 
we would hie off to the Villa kitchen where Msgr. 
Gene Velarde, at the time one of the cardinals sec- 
retaries who could count among his talents the 
creation of a mean Margarita, would demonstrate 
this talent much to our noisy delight. 
UNFORTUNATELY, this wasn't enough to turn 
me into a connoisseur, and to this day, I have 
trouble matching what wine should go with 
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WHAT IS IT THAT MAKES YOUNG MUSLIMS IN 
the West susceptible to radicalism? What is it 
about the experience of the West's rising genera- 
tion of Muslims that leads a small minority to see 
violence as a solution to their economic and polit- 
ical dilemmas, and suicide as ther reward and 
salvation? 

Britain, which will soon mark the anniversary 
of last years bombings in London, provides a test 
сазе for seeking answers to these questions, For 
young British Muslims, our globalized world 
challenges key beliefs, destabilizing their identity 
and thus encouraging a defensive response 
British citizenship, of course, guarantees freedom 
of expression and minority rights, and young 
Muslims take full advantage of this. Yet they are 
using this freedom to deepen family and cultural 
ties to the closed world of their inherited Muslim 
identity, particularly its polities. 

In practice, this means that many young Mus- 
lims are utterly preoccupied with events in the 
Arab and Muslim world. They see what we see: а 
region where autocratic countries seem corrupt 
and paralyzed. But they also see an unprecedent- 
ed level of hostility from the West, with regime af- 
ter regime seeming to be either in peril ог facing 
chaos. Afghanistan, Iraq, Palestine and now Iran: 
all seem to be under attack as part of the “global 
маг on terror.” AS a result, the West's strategic 
choices appear inherently anti-Islamic to count- 
less young Muslims. 

his preoccupation with the Middle East is at 
the heart of young Muslims’ polities in British uni- 
versities, mosques and websites. Although most 
do not support Pakistan's Pervez Musharraf, 
Egypt’s Hosni Mubarak, or the al-Saud family, 
they see hypocrisy in Western criticism of these 
leaders that is designed to manipulate and 
marginalize, After all, the West does not really 
‘want to push these regimes гоо far 

Access to the Internet, satellite television and 
travel is drawing these young Muslims into a 
community that shares their vision and their 
rage. So technology is heightening rhe tensions 
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оға strong president, so that by 2010 he would be 
reduced го а ceremonial role, or perhaps even be- 
come non-existent? 

The group also asserted that "constitutional re- 
forms are best done through a more transparent 
Constitutional Convention after the 2007 elec- 
tions.” But the lessons of the 1971 Con-Con show 
that such an undertaking takes years to finish and 
is very expensive. Sen. Edgardo Angara, who was 
in that Con-Con, recalled that the preamble alone 
took over six months and consumed the entire P15 
million budget. By the time the Con-Con finishes 
its work, baka tapos na ang boxing and we would 
have been left far behind by our neighbors. 

‘One Voice seems loaded with personalities from 
the Aquino years, some recycled from the Black 
and White Movement. But it may be that theyre 
too engrossed with saving the Cory Constitution, 
which was a direct reaction to the Marcos regime, 
but not as earnest as saving the nation from stag- 
mation. 

This Monday, Philippine Export Zone Authori- 
ty director general Lilia de Lima will receive a 
singular honor from the Japanese emperor 
when she becomes the very first Filipino to be 
decorated with Japan's Order of the Rising Sun, 
Gold and Silver Star. It will be conferred at the 
residence of Ambassador Ryuichiro Yamazaki. 
The historic award, Japan's first, was estab- 
lished in 1875 and is conferred bi-annually upon 
foreigners “who have made notable contribu- 
tons to enhance bilateral relations.” De Lima is 
being recognized for the “distinguished services 
she has been making to encourage investments 
by Japanese enterprises.” As required of any for- 
eign decoration, Congress gave its consent last 
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which dish, beyond the formula of “white with 
seafood and red with meat.” 

Stil, 1 can count a few memorable wine “mo- 
ments,” including two in which Shiraz, a grape 
variety that grows in Australia, figures promi- 
nently. The first was in San Francisco while I 
was on a six-week fellowship together with 
three other Filipinos: Rep. Nerie Acosta, Ba- 
colod-based journalist Mate Espina and repro- 
ductive health advocate Dr. Junice Melgar. We 
had decided to pool our money for dinner and 
the congressman volunteered to cook adobo, 
which we instantly dubbed his “pork barrel 
adobo." Trawling the aisles of a gourmet mar- 
ket for wine, I stumbled upon a bottle of Shiraz, 
which I had read about, and recommended we 
try it. It was a propitious choice. The mellow, 
fruity Shiraz complemented the adobo perfect- 
ly and we finished the bottle without trouble. 

А year or so later, I was in Singapore with a 
few friends to watch our common friend Bart 
Guingona in a play. On our last day, we met at a 
fast-food outlet and Guido Delgado, who fancies 
himself a wine connoisseur, brought out a bottle 
of a prize-winning Shiraz vintage, which he said 
he had found through the Internet. We commit- 
ted the mortal sin of drinking the wine from 
plastic cups, but even in plastic eups amid the 
mundane and noisy setting of a basement outlet, 
the wine transported us out of our dreary reality. 
‘TRANSPORTING indeed was the “Torres Wine 
Dinner" held at Segundo Piso Bistro (roughly, sec- 
ond-floor bistro) of Terry Selection along Pa- 
song Tamo Extension in Makati. 
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that exist between the mechanics of a modem 
free society and the sense pf a vast conspiracy 
against Muslims. This has led toa schism between 
the hopes young Muslims have for successful lives 
in the West and their aspirations for their Muslim 
brothers and sisters, who have suffered so many 
terrible disappointments. 

As young Muslims in Britain (and across the 
West) try to maneuver between the various, and 
often conflicting, aspects of their identity, three 
clear tendencies have emerged. 

= A secular and pragmatic response, which 
makes Islam a private matter. 

* A conservative stance that reconciles cultur- 
al, religious and familial ties with “Britishness.” 

=А radical response to the perceived collision 
between the foreign policies of their new home- 
lands and the welfare of the Islamic world 

Messianic waves from the Middle East, reaching 
both schools and mosques, help draw young Mus- 
lims into radicalism. One such wave is created by 
the hardline Saudi/Wahhabi education system, 
which is based on the concept of al-wala’ wa al 
bara, loyalty to the system and hostility to the infi 
dels, This curriculum, exported Westward by fat 
Saudi subsidies, is heavily punctuated with denun- 
ciations of the infidels and calls to jihad. Designed 
to secure the legitimacy of the Saudi monarchy at 
home, it is indoctrinating young Western Muslims 
with values antithetical to open and free societies. 

Britain's government is beginning to recognize 
the danger, and is trying to clamp down on 
schools and mosques that spread hate. Unfortu- 
nately, such repression has been merely reactive 
and shortsighted, with no clear long-term vision 
about the nature of Islamic education in the West. 
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May 31 for De Lima to accept the award. 

‘Since Japanese Foreign Minister Taro Aso 
formally notified her last April 29, congratula- 
tory messages have poured from various 
Japanese firms, including the giants of 
Japanese industry. The honor is very richly de- 
served by this lady lawyer who has steered 
Peza for many years now. She brings great 
honor to our country. Congratulations, 


While one Filipina is being honored, another 
one is being unjustly treated by the Comelecs 
First Division, headed by Commissioner Resur- 
rection Borra. Recently, the First Division re- 
versed the decision of Judge Arturo Bernardo of 
the Gapan City Regional Trial Court, upholding 
the victory of the multi-awarded, second-term 
mayor of San Isidro, Nueva Ecija, Sonia R. Loren- 
то. The public school teachers who testified in 
court affirmed that the elections were clean and 
honest and that the returns they prepared reflect- 
ed the true count. But these were ignored by the 
First Division. One can only hope that the Com- 
elec en banc will set things right. 

Ironically, Lorenzo is being removed at a time 
when her honest and efficient administration has 
drawn many projects of big-time institutions to 
San Isidro. Surely these projects wouldn't have 
been drawn there if her poll victory was anoma- 
lous. The future of these projects is uncertain and 
the townspeople could be the loser. Among them 
are the Ateneo Center for Educational Develop- 
ment, which seeks to uplift the quality of public 
education there; the Gawad Kalinga which has 
made it the model for Central Luzon; the RP.Is- 
ael Center for Agricultural Training, one of two 
such centers in Region 3 that seeks to facilitate 
technology transfer. San Isidro, with Lorenzo at 
the helm, received the presidential award for best 
performing LGU against illegal drugs, and the na- 
tional award from the League of Municipalities 
for innovative approaches to health care delivery. 
She was also recognized as the most outstanding 
mayor by the province in 2003 and this year. She 
was the only local executive among the seven 
AIM-Mirant Bridging Leadership Fellows from 
July 2005-2007. 


2005, a delicate white wine that barely left traces 
оп the tongue, accompanied the appetizers, rang- 
ing from wontons stuffed with seafood mousse, 
béchamel croquettes and baguette rounds with fa- 
va bean puree and Cataluña sausage. 

‘The chilled Andalusian tomato soup and pasta 
course was accompanied by Gran Vina Sol 
Chardonnay 2004, another white of heavier flavor. 
Strangely enough, the next course, codfish medal- 
lions in pepper sauce, was accompanied not by a 
white wine but by Manso de Velasco Cabemet 
Sauvignon 2001, which complemented (and did 
not overwhelm as conventional wisdom says) the 
fish. A Marimar Pinot Noir 2001, my personal fa- 
vorite among the wines served that evening, was 
served along with the chicken dish simmered in 
Pinot Noir sauce, while а fuller-bodied Mas la Plana 
Cabernet Sauvignon 2002 was served alongside the 
cheese. The long and filling dinner was capped with 
dessert of gingerbread on а Moscatel Sabayon, with 
‘Moscatel de Oro providing the right sweet ending. 
There was Jaime Reserva de Familia Brandy to fol- 
low, but by this time all of us on our table were гоо 
knackered for any more alcohol. 

JOINING us briefly was Miguel Torres 
Maczassek, a third-generation family member 
who, while not trained in oenology, learned 
the art of wine appreciation at the family din- 
ing table and is now part of the Torres Wines 
marketing concern. 

‘While based in Barcelona and environs, Tor- 
res Wines sources its grapes not just from its 
‘own vineyards, including a winery in Sonoma, 
California, managed by Miguel's sister Mari 
mar, but also from all around the world. While 
their biggest selling products in the Philip- 
pines are still the brandies, he says sales of red 
wine have been climbing steadily here, with 
sales exhibiting an impressive 50-percent rise. 
The local distributor of Torres Wines is ATR- 
Torres Wines and Spirits, with main office in 
San Pablo City. 

With the help of Torres Wines and promo- 
tional activities like that dinner, we may yet 
further our education in wines! , 
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Thus, it merely feeds young Muslims fears that 
they are being singled out for persecution, 

One difficulty with the British government's re 
sponse is that it classifies all Muslims as just that: 
Muslim. By defining people on the basis of their 
religion, nuances—of national identity or of the 
degree of orthodoxy—are lost. This plays into the 
hands of radicals, because it makes Islam the cen- 
tral element of identity. 

Islamic radicalization and terror need not con- 
tinue to flourish in the West. Regardless of their 
disappointments with the Western countries for- 
eign policy, young Muslims have been exposed to 
their undeniable democratic spirit. They may now 
seek a deeper connection to their Muslim identity, 
but, having learned to question authority, they are 
unlikely to accept rigid parental or Islamic tradi- 
tions. Like other young people around them, they 
want to be the agents of their own destiny 

‘This desire is changing Islam, especially in the 
West, The basic texts remain the same, but their 
interpretation, and the application of religion in 
people's lives, have not. Young Muslims, particu- 
larly in the West, are setting an example that is 
slowly being echoed in the Middle East, despite 
massive state repression, 

The task for Western policymakers is to recog- 
nize the interconnection of foreign and domestic 
policies. They must become serious about back- 
ing legitimate democratic representation in Mus- 
lim countries, for only then will Western policy 
seem less hypocritical. They must also ensure 
that career choices are as open to their Muslim 
citizens as they are to everyone else. 

1n short, young Muslims in the West need to be- 
lieve that democratic principles are respected 
abroad and applied equally at home, Only when 
such a belief becomes general will despair stop fu- 
eling terrorism, and suicide bombing come to be 
viewed азап obscene calling. Project Syndicate 


‘Mai Yamani is the author of "Cradle of Islam" anda 
‘senior research fellow at Chatham House, the Rayal 
Institute of Economic Affairs. 


‘Noli me tangere’ 


І HAVE ALWAYS HAD A STRANGE RELATIONSHIP WITH 
Jose Rizal and his works. Asa Filipino-American who migrat- 
ed to the United States at the age of 9, І never had to read 
and study “Noli Me Tangere” and “El Filibusterismo,” as did 
many of my contemporaries who were educated in the” 
Philippines. But like the stamps of my identity, like my al- 
mond-shaped eyes and tanned skin, I have always carried: 
the ghost of Rizal 
with me, especially 
because of my first 
name. Everywhere I 
go, educated Fil- 
ipinos would ask, 
Basilio, 
Crispin?" 
And for most of my 
life, 1 only had a 
vague idea of what 
they were talking 
about because 1 had 
not read Rizal's works, although I was aware that his writ-, 
ings played a significant role in my homeland's struggle for 
independence. 

It wasn’t until I was 27 and a graduate student that I final- 
ly picked up "Noli Me Tangere" and plunged into it, plumb-, 
ing my identity as an “exiled” Filipino. That led me to a dis- 
covery that revealed more to me about myself, the land’ 
where Icame from and the brilliance of my countrymen. 

Even as а child, I knew (thanks to my curiosity about this 
strangely titled book sitting on my parents’ bookshelf) that: 
the popular translation of "Noli Me Tangere” was “Touch Ме: 
Not.” always thought it was an odd title for a book of its re; 
pute, for what did a command not to be touched have to do 
with Philippine independence? 1 also found it strange that 
the title did not sound Filipino, or even Spanish (which many 
people I knew believed it was). I assumed that if I read the‘ 
book, I would know why Rizal chose this title. 

Reading "Noli," however, I could not find any overt refere 
ence that would give its exact meaning. When I discussed. 
this with my parents and my contemporaries, 1 learned that 
Filipinos are often taught that “touch me not" was a request 
from Filipinos to their Spanish colonial masters to "leave 
them be” or to stop abusing our people. But this sounded too’ 
simplistic to me. For if it was meant as a request to be left. 
alone, why did Rizal choose to put it this way and in a 
strange language? 

In the introduction to his English translation of Rizal's 
book, Leon Maria Guerrero offers another explanation: 
“Touch Me Not" refers to the Spanish religious orders of the 
time, who were considered invincible and “untouchable,” 
and whose despotic and corrupt practices were the principal 
target of the book. This explanation 1 also found inadequate. 
Ifeltit did not go deep enough into the heart of the matter. 

In graduate school, finally decided to get to the bottom of 
this mystery. On the Internet, the first thing discovered was 
that "noli me tangere" was not something that was unique to 
Philippine history. It is Latin, and it can be found in the Bible 
in John 20:17: "Noli me tangere," Jesus tells Mary Magda: 
lene upon her discovery of His resurrected body, following 
His crucifixion and burial. It is а dramatic moment, captured 
by many paintings over the centuries that bear the injunction. 
as their title. 

Talso found out the meaning of “noli me tangere" has ngu, 
er been precisely defined, and that it has been the subject of 
debate among Christian theologians and scholars for hun- 
dreds of years. One eminent theologian, Fr. Raymond Ed- 
ward Brown, has counted at least 11 different interpreta- 
tions given by various scholars. 

Some said Jesus’ wounds were still sore, and so He asked 
not to be touched to be spared the pain. Others believed that 
Jesus was admonishing Mary Magdalene not to look for phys- 
ical proof that He was alive but instead to have faith in His 
Resurrection. But among the many different interpretations 
identified by Brown, the most plausible, to me, was the one 
advanced by St. John Chrysostom, bishop of Antioch in the 
4th and Sth centuries. St. John said that when Jesus uttered 
those words, He was asking for respect. St. John believed that. 
Jesus was saying, "Approach Me not as ye did before, for mat- 
ters are not in the same state, nor shail I henceforth be with 
you inthe same way.” 

When I read St. John 1 had a eureka moment. I felt sure 
that this was what Rizal intended to say when he gave his 
novel the title, "Noli Me Tangere,” not only because of its rel 
evance to the Filipinas’ relationship with their colonial mas- 
ters, but also because the name of "Nolí's" hero, Juan Crisos- 
tomo Ibarra, has an uncanny similarity to St. John Chrysos- 
tom's. Moreover, St. John was known to have openly criti- 
cized the Church and the government of his time, denounc- 
ing their corruption and excesses. ("Chrysostom" is Greek for 
"golden-mouthed," a name given to the bishop because of his 
reputation as a great orator and speaker ofthe truth.) And he 
was severely punished for his views by being banished and 
exiled. The parallels between the experiences of St. John and 
Ibarra cannot be mere coincidence. 

This discovery about the title of his book, our national 
treasure, underscored for me the brilliance of Jose Rizal, and 
made me proud to be a Filipino. It showed that long before 
the age of the Internet and advanced information technolo- 
gy, Rizal was a scholar who had studied the writings of a Sth- 
century bishop whom very few people know, both in the 
Philippines and in the United States, Rizal even directly 
quotes the saint in the last chapter of his other masterpiece, 
“El Filibusterismo.” 

T have observed that we Filipinos often put ourselves down. 
We seem to believe that we are inferior to other peoples, espe 
cially the Americans and Europeans. Whenever | return to my. 
homeland, 1 am assailed by billboards featuring actors and 
models who don't look like the Filipinos walking in the street 
and by products like skin whiteners that are an affront to peo- 
ple like me who have the benefit of living in a society that 
teaches that all people are equal, no matter the color of our 
skin. Even in the United States, where Filipinos are the second 
largest Asian immigrant group, we do our best to be unobtru- 
sive and barely recognizable by other Americans. We are often 
mistaken for Chinese, Koreans or Viernamese, because we try 
to discard our culture quickly and assimilate with other 
groups, hoping we can get rid of our "flaws" and imbibe tho 
"superior" aspects of other cultures. 

Jose Rizal was a great man. He was of slight stature and 
had almond eyes, a wide nose and brown skin, Once he 
wrote, referring to the virtues of justice, law and reason, that. 
"itis useless to answer certain objections of some fine writers 
regarding the rather brown skins and faces with somewhat 
wide nostrils .. Law has no skin nor Reason, nostrils.” Let us 
honor him by remembering his fine example and taking with 
pride our rightful place in the world, knowing that we are а 
gifted and beautiful people 


Young BLoop 


Basilio I. Valdebuesa 


We want to know what the young’ 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We- 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below. —Edz, 


Basilio 1. Valdehuesa, 28, recently graduated from New York 
University with a master of science degree in Global Affairs. 
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THE WORLD CUP! A TRULY EX- 
citing, highly emotional and over- 
whelmingly anticipated interna- 
tional sports event. A rare, once- 
every-four-years treat for enumer- 
able football fans in both rich and 
poor countries, the World Cup is 
Such a phenomenal global event 
because it makes no distinction 
between and among races, cul- 
tures, creeds, political beliefs, and. 
‘wealthy and poor nations. All that 
matters is the love for foot- 
ball—the most widely played 
sport in the whole of planet 
Earth—and that makes for one 
hell ofa universal bond among na- 
tions. 
ilipinos were introduced to 
football by the Spaniards and fora 
time they took to it seriously. In 
the 1920s and the 1930s, the 
Philippine football team was com- 
peting pretty well internationally. 
In poor countries, football is the 
cheapest sport to play because all 
you need is a ball. (In Brazil, from 
"Which a number of the world's 
best football players have come, 


poor, young people kick coconuts 
for a ball.) You can play the game 
in any open field. You don't even 
need shoes to play it. (Like 
Ronaldinho, you can learn how to 
wear shoes later.) 

‘With a global population that is 
predominantly poor, do you still 
Wonder why the poor are a power- 
house source of football players? 
But football is predominant not 
only їп poor countries but also in 
the richest European and Arab 
countries. 

Other sports, like basketball, re- 
quire height for mastery of the air; 
football demands mastery of the 
ground—and there the Filipino is 
a natural. Filipinos are fast: we are 
agile, we got grace and rhyth 
we got head. Why don't we aspi 
to become a participant in the 
most popular sports event in the 
world—the World Cup? Speed, 
agility and grace are the same ath- 
letic traits required of boxing and 
we have been witness to a good 
number of Filipino boxers, past 
and present (and most likely fu- 
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OPINION 
Let’s play football, Philippines 


ture), becoming world champi- 
ons. 

We have heard reports that ev- 
ery year Fifa, the world interna- 
tional football organization, pro- 
vides "big money" for the devel- 
opment of Philippine football 
Yet, we hardly see any progress 
in this sport in our country. We 
ask: Where have the Fifa funds 
gone? More importantly, why are 
‘we not promoting football where 
our youthful athletes’ inherent 
talents can be put to excellent 
use? 

Come on, Philippine govern- 
ment, the Philippine Football Fed- 
eration and all local football orga- 
nizers, the private sector and me- 
dia, let us work together in the 
true spirit of the Filipino bayani- 
han tradition, and let us begin to 
promote and support footbal 
this country where our athletes 
possess the natural competencies 
to compete internationally. Lets 
во, play football! 

—CHITO GONZALEZ, 
chitogonzalez@gmail.com 


Difference between fake and counterfeit drugs 


PLEASE ALLOW ME TO CLARIFY 
certain points in Neal Cruz s June 
9 column titled "Law to control 
medicine prices here soon." 

I was the president of the 
Philippine Medical Association 
when the Samahan Laban sa 
Pekeng Gamot was formed. 1 am 
still an active member of the 
group. Samahan was formed to 
supplement the government pro- 
gram to import cheaper medicines 
rather than fight it, in anticipation. 
that some fly-by-night drug dis- 
tributors (or manufacturers) 
‘would take advantage of it. 

The Samahan was formed to 
help consumers become more vigi- 
lant against counterfeit and fake 
medicines, encourage drugstores to 
sell legitimate medicines, urge the 
concerned government agencies to 
enforce laws, and prod legislators to 
enact laws on counterfeits. 

Sadly, imported drugs are now 
being smuggled into the Philip- 
pine market without passing 
through the Bureau of Food and 
Drugs (BFAD), thus making them 
counterfeit. Without undergoing 
bioavailability and bioequivalence 
testing, these drugs are question- 


able and could be fake. 

Cruz said that counterfeits in- 
clude imported medicines with 
the same formulations as the gen- 
wine ones manufactured here. 
Counterfeit medicines, as defined 
by Republic Act 8203 (the Special 
Law on Counterfeit Drugs), refer 
to unregistered imported drug 
products, except those brought in 
the country for personal use as 
confirmed and justified by accom- 
panying medical records. Hence, 
an imported medicine is consid- 
егей counterfeit when itis not reg- 
istered with the BFAD. 

“Counterfeit” is a legal issue 
touching on the infringement of 
intellectual property rights; “fake” 
is a factual issue touching on the 
contents of a drug claimed to con- 
tain the right formulation when 
actually it does not. The difference 
between the two should not be 
taken lightly. In fact, the Depart- 
ment of Health and BFAD can very 
well attest to the existence of fake 
medicines and the reality of the 
danger they pose. 

Cruz also stated that the lines 
“pagka kaduda-duda ang presyo 
(when the price is doubtful)” and 


“pagka kaduda-duda ang pinang- 
galingan (when the source is 
doubtful)" are directed principally 
against the medicines imported by 
the Philippine International Trad- 
ing Center (PITC). The lines are 
guidelines meant to help the public 
in detecting counterfeit and fake 
medicines. The illegal trade of 
counterfeiting (thus, faking) 
medicines and selling them has be- 
come a serious and growing threat 
because more and more people, in- 
cluding organized syndicates, are 
engaging in it. Distinguishing real 
medicines from the fake ones has 
become increasingly difficult. 
Counterfeiters are aided by 
technological advances in making 
their medicines look like the real 
thing, and unsuspecting con- 
sumers easily fall into their trap. 
‘The recent World Health Organi- 
zation forum on counterfeit medi- 
cines acknowledges this to be a 
worldwide problem and an alarm- 
ing trend. 
BU CASTRO, M.D., 
former president, 
Philippine Medical Association, 
member, Samahan Laban 
Sa Pekeng Gamot 


Inquirer story lifts morale of elderly citizens 


THANKS TO THE INQUIRER 
and DJ Yap of the Metro section. 
for the encouraging news report, 
published in the April 17 issue of 
the InQuIRER, regarding my com- 
plaint against Wan Chai Restau- 
rant on Congressional Avenue, 
Quezon City for not granting me 
the 20-percent discount mandat- 
ed by law. The report gave me the 


confidence to carry on this cru- 
sade for my fellow senior citi- 
zens. 

‘The restaurant manager has ad- 
mitted the mistake and apolo- 
gized for what happened. But Lam 
determined to bring this case to 
court in the hope of moving 
Congress into legislating stronger 
penalties for violations of the 
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rights of the elderly. 

Тһе drive for the sustained 
protection of senior citizens 
should be a major concern of gov- 
ernment authorities and the pri- 
vate sector. 

—NARCISO L. ALANO, 
former NFA assistant 
administrator, 
narcingalanoGsurfshop.net 
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No political 
GSIS projects 


WE WRITE IN RESPONSE TO 
the letter of Antonio B. Borja titled 
“Adjust GSIS monthly pensions to 
present economic realities.” (PDI, 
6/12/06) 

We fully sympathize with our 
retirees, knowing how difficult life 
is nowadays. That is why the cur- 
rent leadership of the Government 
Service Insurance System has 
made it a point to increase the 
pensions of our old-age pension- 
ers every year as our way of show- 
ing our genuine concern for them. 

Borja raised in his letter the is- 
sue of increasing the pensions to at 
least P10,000 per month to help 
those who are receiving less than 
this amount. For his and the pub- 
lics information, the GSIS, with 
Winston Garcia as its general man- 
ager, has already adopted a policy 
lifting the cap on old-age pension, 
which previously was pegged at a 
maximum of P14,400 a month. 

Under the new policy pensioners 
can receive monthly pensions of up 
to 90 percent of their last 
salary—meaning, those who were 
receiving P20,000 before they re- 
tired could receive up to P18,000 in 
monthly pensions, plus entitle- 
ments to annual increases. This pol: 
icy is meant to provide our pension- 
eis real income during their retire- 
ment years. 

We believe that this present poli- 
cy isnot only fair but В very gener- 
‘ous compared with other pension 
schemes. Unfortunately, such poli- 
cies cannot be made retroactive, 
such that some of our pensioners 
receive lower amounts because 
they retired under GSIS policies 
that prescribed pension limits. 

‘Also, we would like to clarify that 
GSIS monthly pensions are comput- 
ей on the besis of the member's 
years of service and his average 
monthly compensation (AMO. 
Hence, some of our retirees receive 
lower pensions because they had 


lower salaries, especially during. 


their last three years in the service, 
which is the basis for the computa- 
Чоп of their AMCs. 

Rest assured, however, that the 
GSIS will continue to find ways to 
help our old-age pensioners with- 
ош undermining the pension 
fund's financial soundness. As for 
politics dipping into GSIS funds, 
our record-breaking financial per- 
formance during the past several 
years attests to the fact that we are 
doing our best to insulate the GSIS 
from what Borja called “political 
projects.” 

—ELLA E. VALENCERINA, 
vice president, 

Public Affairs Office, 
Government Service 
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Statement on specific class only, 
not entire student population 


THIS IS IN REACTION TO THE 
news item "State of RP education: 
Freebies are not enough." (PDI, 
6/4/06) Please be informed that 
the story hes drawn different reac- 
tions from our school faculty. One 
thing, the report made a sweeping 
generalization by branding Gen- 
eral Plo Del Pilar National High 
School -as a “non-performing 
school.” 

was the teacher interviewed 
by one of the Ingumen field re- 
porters, Ї would say that the con- 
versation was about the poor per- 
formance of-the students "inside 
the classroom” despite the teach- 
ете initiative to maximize leam- 
ing and remedial classes imple- 
mented by the school. I told him 
that “perhaps, it (poor classroom 
performance) might be attributed 
to the lack of parental concern.” 

All these were said based only 
оп my observation as an adviser of 


Better than nothing at all 


WE, THE PARENTS OF THE STU- 
dents of General Pio Del Pilar Na- 
tional High School, Makati City feel 
that the news item "State of RP edu- 
сайоп: Freebies are not enough" 
(PDI, 6/4/06) was unfair to us and 
ош children. The reporter should 
have listened to our side before 
‘coming out with the report. 

1. How can one ever judge our 
school “non-performing” just by 
ап analysis of the 2004 National 
Achievement Test? If we were to 
be asked, we can boastfully say 
our children are learning better in 
this school compared to those in 
otherschools. How else to explain 
the many students from private 
schools who are trying their best 

.to be transferred to our school, 
and hot to other schools here in 

- Makati or nearby areas? 

«< Did the reporter inquire from 
Dur school's office about the many 
citations and awards our school 
has garnered sinee its establish- 
ment? Gr, maybe, just for curiosi- 
уз sake, the INQUIRER can set a 
‘competition between the best stu- 
dent of Lope de Vega with our best 
student, for the Iuuinex to know 
how good our students are. 

2. How can one compare the 

formance of our school which 

s 2,700 students with that of 
Lope de Vega, which has 489 stu- 
dents only? But just because we 
lack schoolhouses or the Depart- 
ment of Education cannot provide 
us with enough teachers, our 


students belonging to the lowest" 
section їп first year. I was there- - 
fore only talking about the stu- 
dents under my supervision and in” 
my advisory class, and not about) 
the performance of the entire stusj 
dent population. ^L 
Tonly wonder why there had to 
bea sweeping generalization. The 
damage has been done. We can no „ 
longer undo what has been pub!” 
lished. How does one remedy an“ 
image that has already been 
wrongly tarnished? 3 
1 do believe that the INQumet,, 
having been in the business of news 
reporting for quite a while, clearly: 
understands the real meaning of re- 
sponsible journalism—which every 
journalist must uphold ] 
—JOCHEBED A. ACABF . 
General Pio Del Pilar ' 
National High School, 
E Zobel cor. Morong Street, 
Poblacion, Makati ity, 


à 
school cannot deny our Makati" 
youth access to education. A 
least, the school administration is“ 
exerting its best to provide our 
children with education even it 
means that the teachers would 
have to render extra hours of ser- 
vice. And we truly appreciate this 

3. How сап one зау that our 
school lacks laboratory and IT facili- 
ties? Where in the Philippines can 
cone find a public school where the 
student-computer ratio is 1:1? Isn't 
it, therefore, but natural for stu- 
dents to share the use of school, 
computers? At least, our students 
have access to computers provided 
by the school, isn’t that more ac- 
ceptable than nothing? There is a 
laboratory and maybe it lacks some 
materials—if that is the opinion of 
the students interviewed. But it 
serves its purpose and is still better 
than nothing at all. 

4. Outside factors affecting the 
development of our children? The 
reporter mentioned students com- 
ing from broken homes and dys- 
functional families. Did he try to 
find out just how many of these 
students there are and did he com- 
pare their number to the total 
population of our school? And, 
where did he get the idea that we, 
the parents, do not care? 

—EDGARDO V. COLLADO 
AND 9 OTHER SIGNATORIES, 

officers, General Parent-Teacher , 
Association, General Pio Del Pilar 
National High School 


information is supplied 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions about the treat- |, 
ment of news and photos by the Inquirer, you may write to the Readers" 
‘Advocate, Philippine Daily Inquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague 
‘and Mascardo Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
897-4794, or e-mail readersadvocate@ inquire.com.ph 

Writers of leters to the editor аге requested to include their com- 
plete address and telephone or pager number or e-mail address for ver- 
{fication purposes. The Inquirer will not publish any letter unless such 
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Poro Pt. casino opens; Church aghast 


By Peter La. Julian. a first-class restaurant, which is this city are starting to patronize slammed the casino operation. to be explored “for the sake of, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau nearthecasino. —— the casino. Rillera said it would only providing job opportunities and « 
rom here, the vor ges а Operated by Thunderbird йе. spawn “untold evil Ше pros uplifing the living conditions of. 
fos good view of the surrounding area sorts Inc, a US-based firm that tution, drug abuse, sexually the poor.” 
SAN FERNANDO CITY—A CASINO OPENED AT $ the stip of land on which its reportedly invested P1.3 billion transmitted diseases, crimes he He lamented that the opera- 
the Poro Point discreetly, ignoring opposition builtjutsintotheSouth China Sea. in the venture, the casino andthe robbery and the destruction of tion of the casino proceeded de- 
from Church leaders in La Union. The casino starts business at resort facility employs about 300 family values. spite his meeting with President 
noon and ends operations абат. worke “There can never bea justifica- Macapagal-Arroyo in Mala- 
‘The Poro Point Fiesta Casino Special Economic and Freeport Since ts opening, thecasinohas Thunderbird, which operates tion for promoting gambling un- cafiang last year seeking to stop 
opened without fanfare on May 2 Zone (PPSEFZ), houses 100 slot attracted high rollersnot only from 12 gaming businesses in five der the pretext of generating jobs its operation. 
amid opposition from the La machines and several gambling the province but from Pangasinan, Latin American countries, also for the unemployed,” he said, The Inquiner, since last week, 
Union clergy and other sectors. tables for baccarat and Pai Gawa Посоѕ Sur and Baguio City owns the Fiesta Casino and Re- echoing the pastoral letter issued tried but failed to contact officials 
‘The facility, which is part of the Chinese card game similar to the But local executives, business- sort in Rizal. by the diocese last year. of the Poro Point Management 
Poro Point and Tourism Complex Filipino “pusoy.” men, officials and employees of Bishop Artemio Rillera, of the Рега said progress could be Corp., which manages the PPSE-^ 
inside the 68-hectare Poro Point The tourism complex includes government agencies based in Diocese of San Fernando, achieved inotherareas that need FZ, for comment. 


Controversy-ridden coal power plant splits townsfolk ROUNDUP 


By Tonette Orejas Quake drill commended 
PDI Central Luzon Desk SAN PABLO CITY—The National Transmission Corp.-South Luzon Opera- 
i н : tions and Maintenance (Transco-Slom) has commended the successful 

MASINLOC, ZAMBALES—"WE = holding of an earthquake drill in this city. Anna Katrina Nava, of the Transco- 

made an asset inventory" said а 9 =. Chas Slom Corporate Affairs Office, who witnessed the drill, said the whole pro- 

опе of two Asian-looking execu- e 4 s cess was well coordinated among the departments occupying the city hall 

tives as they hailed past two à % с building. 

flights of stairs at the administra- & Romulo D. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau; 

tion building of the Masinloc " 

Coal-Fired Thermal Power Plant È, Student siain over cell phone 

(МСЕТРР) here on Thursday. ч COTABATO CITY—A college student was shot dead inside the “икау- 
“Were from Ranhill" the other = а ukay” section of the Megamarket here by an unidentified man, who 

executive snapped back, refer- ? fled with the victim's cell phone on Tuesday noon. Sam Mundas, mar-, 

ring to the Malaysian company Z У ket administrator, sald Hana Hamsay, 18, was on the second floor of 

Ranhill Berhad. i: p the market when the suspect approached her and grabbed her cell 
‘That was all that they wanted to phone. Mundas said the victim refused to let go of her cell phone. 

say in a chance meeting with the М. c к "Sensing that the commotion was drawing more people to the scen 

puoi commend ay à «$ the suspect pulled a handgun and shot the victim..." sald Mundas, 

crei mei end bs and waled p = his sre Charlie C. Ѕейаѕе, PDI Mindanao Bureau 

‘away, begging not to speak on the T ч 4 шпа 

‘controversy that has gotten Ranhill's РВЕ 7 : R б M NBI to sue Bacolod bar 


partner, the YNN Pacific Consortium, + BACOLOD CITY— The National Bureau of Investigation Is filing chart 
5 H westigati ges 
into a mess when it won the bid ю : against the owners of a Bacolod bar for the alleged employment of a minor 
buy for $562 million (29.89 bil- с аз a sex worker. NBI Bacolod chief Philip Pecache said charges would be 
lion) the 600-megawate (MW) facili- E filed against the owners of the Diamond Angels Bar in Bacolod City for viola- 
ty that they just inspected. * » tion of the Qualified Trafficking In Persons Law and the Anti-Child Abuse 
Ranhill, obviously, did not back | Law. Pecache said NBI forces from Cebu and Bacolod, with representatives 
‘out from doing an accounting of of the Department of Social Services and Development and the Department 
the power plant's assets even as the of Labor and Employment, raided the bar on Wednesday night, arrested the 
day before that, the Bagong 2 а = manager and rescued nine females working there, one of whom was later 
Alyansang Makabayan filed a ай BLACK SMOKE comes out of the coal-fired Masinloc plant, an indication of the problems it faces from found to bea minor. 
‘case against six Cabinet members environment groups and the controversy that currently envelops it over alleged bidding irregularities. Caria P. Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureall"> 
sitting in the board of the Power SERS " 
Sector Assets and Liabilities Man- à 4 тоге medicine scholars 
agement Corp. (PSALM). five to 10 kg daily. To cope, fisher- ments from among the residents. ‘This, the sources said, was obvi- DUMAGUETE CITY—The provincial government of Negros Oriental has an- 
PSALM supervised the bidding men venture out to other municipal "Ош operations have caused ous because until now and despite nounced itis adding four more scholars to study medicine this year at thg 1 u 
of the biggest asset that the gov. Waters or sail out thrice a day. no adverse effects on their the deadline of Dec. 2, 2005 and Silliman University here. The medical scholarship program was initiated by 
ernment placed on the auction Eligio Flores, MCFTPP manag- health," he said. the first extension on March 31, the provincial government last year in a bid to stop the exodus of doctors 
block in 2004, er, said the ash escaped the hold. Doma could not confirm this,but 2006, YNN has not paid the up- for higher paying jobs abroad. This brings to eight the number of provincial 
Tn another room, an engineer ing area only once when a baby said many residents have been ob- front fee of $227 million, which is government scholars who are taking up the course since last year. Provin- 
Who 2008г tei a фе МЕРТРР tornado hit the area in May and served to be suffering from respira- at east 40 percent ofthe bid price. cial Treasurer Danilo Mendez, a member of the integrated Scholarship Pro» 
мро ашке Nacional Po. blew the fine particles in the di- tory ailments or skin problems. A Although YNNs first parner the gram Committe, sald the scholarship grant includes fre tuition, a 2.500811 
Ж Cap. NUS) сана Aussi Great Pace Financial Month allowance and free rooms or lodging at the provincal government's 
this in 1998 viewed the Ranhill Corp, had backed ош and YNN aqua center. 
aa INTHE KNOW U rm N 
really was a "potential buyer at last.” а not eet E million per- 
YNN, as far as that engineer a м 4 rmance gave it another. 
could remember, has never sent Masinloc Timeline Alina corporation ыар. enensiantopayan.ine30. 
ee сш YNN Corp.) and ñs Australian , Then came Ranhill 
facility before or after it won the тре Electric Power Industry Re- partner with a market capitaliza- © 
bid in December 2004. fe tion of only $10 million (Green Secs карк SEE: 
form Act of 2001 (Epira) man- ji " PSALM president Nieves Osorio 


de i dates the Napocor to sell atleast Pacific Ltd.) was allowed to bid. “ k 
Residents split TO percent ot its generation as- Dec. 22—Despite an investigation | пшн sec сш the 
Divided in 1993 on what to sets in Luzon and Visayas. by Congress, the government E 


make of the MCFTPP the people awards the Masinloc coal-fired feat Pacific was not sanctioned — REKINDLING 
are torn again, thistime aboutthe 2004 power plant deal to YNN Pacific. by PSALM's own bidding rules. "d 
project's future. -Masinloc power plant was the Ranhill, they claimed, changed Ds Absent: 
‚Some want to see it closed firsttobeofferedforsale.itwas 2005 thetermsofthessleofMCFTPRa ick sac 2 
while others do not care who bult for $530 millon in 1998, паз November—The deadline for ma thet pel Че шша Nele 
takes over as long as it does the Мо generation units withacom- YNN to pay the downpayment is grid and not any contract in par- longapo Mayor 
work clean. bined capacity of 600 MW. moved to March 31. ticular. James Gordon Jr. 
‘Andrew Eaillor, who lives some Dec. 3—Only two out of 17 firms Ranhill did that, they said, by meetin Olongapo 
500 meters from the power plant, showed up for final bidding. nn 2006 inserting a condition in the deal Ску to discuss the 
‘wished that the buyer would relo- Расі, а ilipino-Australian April— The deadline is reset to asking the government to get the city's recovery 
cate the facility elsewhere. group, won the bid over First June 30, 2006, after Malaysian MCFTPP a supply contract with following the 
mit ghauldne be bere Overthe Generation Holdings with abid of ` conglomerate алі Bhd joined the Lopez family-owned Manila removal of US bases 
years, the smell it emis has $581 milion. The YNNwasre- YNN Pacific. Electric Corp. (Meralco). in Subic, 
Turned foul. Is been causing us 9018010 pay a40 percent down- — June-—Ranhll Bhd buys out Its "The government is incapable PHOTOmONGoRDONOFACE 
headaches, stomachaches, difi. Payment of $277 milionorlosea partners in YNN Pacific for $8 of conducting regular and judi- 
üt breathing and dry throats, $O Milon performancebond. millon. Bayan Muna sues si lous bidding proces" the 
Dec. 16—The Congressional. Cabinet members for alleged ir- sources said of what the Мазі 
Ой some days, it lets out fine ash Dee The conaress! ie seers es said of asinloc 
thatsitchyon езі," зај Edil- Роне Commission decides 0 ew peel pedis privatization deal demonstrated 
10 35, a fisherman. risana man тепсе de Guzman, to the local and international 
di d dum кйш! Meine ENT PDIResearch ^ vusiness communities 
pened when one of the turbines т 
pdured ош black smoke or when rection of the village. health survey she said, was needed 1165 
the coal stacked near the convey- Explaining the bad smell, he said to really identify the cause of sick- Чы ete) nd Bar 
ors were not sprayed with water. this happens when the coal under- ness among her constituents. ay Caena: e “) sh Р 
Ello is woried about the goes spontaneous combustion when "The economic benefis of hosting Ba у howYNN Mag-gulay para А 
health of his wife, Generous, who sed to the heat of the sun. the power plant are limited, she said, a ! 
is pregnant with thelr fre hl. -tle admitted that rhe ash ОМ. И опу em than 100 reddens , Aleordo used tobe president of humaba ang buhay 
Generous sald her neighbors sus- ing area had “some problems" therewotkngmosiyasjmknm, Пе Duracom, Mobile Power мые 
ресей that several eases of spon- with its air compressors. These, Doma could not tell how much COP, whose chair was РР 
taneous abortion among women he said, had been repaired. the village gets as share of fran. Chinese businessman Sunny Sun 
ihe village were due to expo- Тһе plant burns 5,000 tons of chise tax. ale Me hadra Yit 
sure to the ash and the smell, coal daily and keeps a buffer The Pambansang Kilusan ng „ Alcordo’s company, East Asia 
“Leonardo Doma, Bani barangay stock of 150,000 tons monthly. Makabayang Magbubukid in Power was said to have also paid 
captain, confirmed the complaints He said the MCFTPP gets itscoal Zambales has demanded the clo- $2 Million in “success fees to 
and said Mayor Jessu Edora went either from Australia or China, sure of the plant. Sun's YNN Holdings Corp. when 
то е point of lending the man- ^ The environmental group Danilo Alejandro, the groups i obtained a Meralco contract for 
agement of MCFTPP a bulldozer Greenpeace said samples зай. chair, said it should have never East Asia Powers barges in 
togather and dispose oftheash. етей for а 2002 study showed been operated near a populated Navotas, = 
My people were poised to thatashfoundatMasinlocaswell area in ће first place. Alcordo had said he had divest- 
stage а rally on June 12 but we two other coal-fired plants was eU bie шаан dp Пиле саца. 
decided to let the mayoractinthe “contaminated with a range of Wrong things nies when he joined the ERC. 
meantime,” Doma said. toxic and potentially toxic ele- Beyond the issues of health, , Energy | Secretary Raphael 
He likened the odor coming ments, including arsenic, chrom. public safety and environment, 10008, one of the respondents in 
out ofthe plant to“arotteneggor um, lead and mercury" Napocor sources cited a lot of the graft case, defended the sale, 
aburning rubber tire." Flores said the monitoring sta- wrong things about YNN’s cor. Saying it was “transparent and fA ESIC ETS SS AREA d 
Edillor complained that the pow- tions around the plant showed nering of the Masinloc deal. fully in. ge БИ you with essential phytonutrients, antioxidants, & fiber, ABS Biter 
erplanı has been throwing used oll good air quality. Medical missions Рог one, the PSALM sold it to, Pores sald it was bene © =: EE 


оп Masinloc Bay This, he said, was done in communities around the the YNN that “did not have funds the MCETPP in a private compa- : 
why the fish catch has declined to facility detected no serious ail- of (its) own." diese stable in al leading) natonwde 
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ACROSS THE NATION 


INQUIRER visayas 


2 By Vicente S. Labro 
Basey, Samar 


r | "HERE SEEMS TO BE 
ral wonders 

Samar Island that new eco- 
tourism sites would rise al- 
most every year to accom- 
modate nature lovers and 
adventure seekers who 
want to relish nature's 
world. 

last summer, a mountain resort 
operated by the local farmer’ com- 
munity was inaugurated in Basey 3 
and this immediately caught the at- 58. 
tention of nature lovers. Located 
about 20 kilometers from the Basey 
town proper, the new place boasts of 
a tranquil and cool atmosphere be- 
neath tall trees and beside a stream 
whose clear water comes from a wa- "E 
terfall And iis being run bya group Mayor Vic Labuac, initiated the re- 
of villagers. lease of funds for the mountain re- 

Since its opening last Apri, there- sort, he added. x 
sort has attracted a host of people Tan and some provincial and mu- 
who came either to just be in touch nicipal officials attended the inaugu- 
With nature or to enjoy their excur- Tation of the resorts Phase 1 last 
sions or picnics amid the stately April 19 and since then, Abiada said, 
trees, the cool stream and the mar- people have kept on coming to the 
velous Balantac Falls. RCRMA managed Balantac Resort. 

toputupa“green area" planted with 


"With many people already com- = Minj 
ing to the Toot, the management Minimal fees, future plans vegetables and omamental plans, 
hus given an assurance that they Though the constuction oftheir and to construct a 1.5-kmn pathway 
would never allow the place to lose Single and duplex cottages is not yet 
its natural grandeur In fact, their finished, and they stil lack guest 
foremost concem is to protect and cabins, beddings and electricity, the 
conserve the environment even as Tesort is now operating regularly, е а 
theycontmuetoatractexcuioniss Charging an entrance fee of PS for our vistors” he said, refering to 
And towrissintochisnaturereson. each child and P10 for anadult,and their planned projects. 

a kiosk rental of P100. The} 


“Actually we did not plan to open 
ac роде шт Guess would fill all of the resorts 


the place this early, but people just Gu 
kept on coming that we have no 14 kiosks, especially during week- 


choice but to accommodate them,” ends, that some of the visitors would 


‘The venture 

The RCRMA was organized in 
2000 with 76 members, both males 
and females, coming from Sitio 
Rawis, Barangay Guirang, Basey 
town. Their first venture, he said, 
was a 246 hectare agro-forestry pro- 
jectin Rawis. They had a coffee plan- 
tation and had availed of the govem- 
теп carabao dispersal program. 

‘According to Abiada, it was in the 
1960s or 1970s when logging firms 
were still operating in the area that 
the Balantac Resort was 
veloped as a mountain resort where. 


ADIPinanatural pool at the Balantac Resort is a welcome respite on 
hot days. VONLABOPONSAAS 


lower level where a big man-made 
poolis located. The latter isa favorite 
of visitors who want to splash and 
swim in the cool, spring water. 
Abiada said they would continue 
the Balantac Resort. In 
fact, he added, they plan to put upa 
camping site оп а grassy clearing 
near the trees and across the stream, 


ahot spring. 
ТАЙ these will help in the promo- 


for the next phases of their develop- 


board director of Rawis Community- beneath the trees. ‘we need to replenish that first before 
based Resource Management Asso- Abiada said visitors could also we can finance other projec," he 
ciation (RCRMA), referring to the hold seminars and -even stay said. 
newly opened 6-hectare Balantac overnight at the resorts two-story. 
Resort. ‘Tourism Center, where native prod- 
According to Abiada, Samar Сох ucts are also displayed for sale. 

Milagrosa T Tan provided a funding _ The Tourism Center, kiosks, and 
poof over P1 million for the initial de- the unfinished cottages are all made 
Т Velopment of Balantac Resort. The Of native materials. The Kiosks line emphasized that natural resources 
municipal govemment, headed by Бой sides of the stream, from near ате perishable and even imeplace- 
the waterfall upstream down to the 


but more importantly, to preserve 


what this stands for, but by golly, you 

‘idea how good it feels to be in love. So log 

om and begin your search for that 

ine. Who knows? We could soon bump into 
hands while walking... pa sway-sway pa. 
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www.itzamatch.com 


Balantac. 


tion of environmental awareness to logging officials could relax. 

‘Last year, some municipal officials 
and RCRMA members hatched the 
problem, however is funding idea of redeveloping the place. 

Balantac Resort became the sec- 
ment project. "We already spent a ond eco-adventure tourism under- 
рап of the association's money dur- taking of the village association, after 
Said Nelson Abiada, member of the јох Ваке their pienicson grassy spots ing the first phase of the project andthe Rawis Cave. The cave could be 
reached from the town proper of 
Basey by a one-hour motorboat ride Samar Island. 
1 along the Golden River of Basey to 
Abiada, however, made it dear Sio Rawis. tts main entrance is lo- 
that the RCRMA is managing the cated just about 600 meters away 
mountain resort not just for income from Sitio Rawis. 

‘Years ago, the Department of En- 
and protect the environment. He vironment and Natural Resources 
regional office based in Tacloban 
Сту wanted the Rawis Cave to be- 
able once lost that they would do come a protected area, The cave 


баду de- 


leading to two unexplored cavesand ANOTHER breather from rising temperatures is a man-made pool in 


venam opo Viens 


stalactite and stalagmite formations, 

But some residents of Sitio Rawis Soar along the Golden River before fi- 
had decided to manage their natural 
resources by themselves. In a public cidentno one dared come close to the 
consultation about the cave. they Cave until the early 1990s. 
vored overwhelmingly against the 
plan to declare the cave a protected side the cave, irs about how nature 
area, for this would mean that the 
management of the cave would fall 
оп the government through a pro- 
tected area management board. 

The RRMA now manages both 
the cave and the mountain resort 
and they share the income derived 
from entrance and other fees with 
the municipal government. 


Sitio Rawis is located about 3 km 
downhill from Balantac Resort. In Madonna. Other formations resemble. 
the 1960s until the 1980s the village 
had served as a campsite of one of the Great Wall of China. There are al- 
the big logging firms operating then so plenty of cave pearls inside Rawis 
in Samar Logging operations in the Cave, and this shows that the cavern 
area ceased in 1989 when the gov- 
'emment declared a moratorium on 
the cutting of trees on the whole 


‘About 600 meters from the Rawis 
village proper is the entrance of the 
Rawis Cave, Despite the cave being by itself, and that the trek inside Raw- 
near a logging campsite, only a few is Cave was an ultimate experience. 
people dared explored the cave and 
this was already in the 1990s. 
‘Villagers believe that supernatural 
beings inhabit the cave. According to 
some of the locals early residents of km upstream of Sitio Rawis. 
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nature 


Rawis saw a “bulalakaw” or a bum- 
ing meteorite fall from the skies and 


nally entering the cave. Since that in- 


Butiftheres something strange in- 


was able to mold those beautiful and 
gleaming stalagmites and stalactites 
that are of different shapes and sizes. 

Tuminado Duran, popularly 
known as Mano Lume, 59, is one of 
the guides available to those who 
want to explore the Rawis Cave. Be- 
fore entering the cave, Mano Lume 
would first knock on the wall to an- 
тошке the groups arrival. Then he 
would offer a sort of prayer for the 
“unseen dwellers” of Rawis Cave. 

The first things that cave explorers 
would notice inside the Rawis Cave, 
however, are the bats. There are of 
two kinds of bats in the cave, the tiny 
bats and the larger ones. The small 
bats occupy some small holes on the 
cave ceiling while the larger ones hang 
upside down, also from the ceiling. 

‘Mano Lume revealed that thou- 
sands of bats occupy another cave 
not far from Rawis. This bat cave was 
featured in а TV show, together with 
another nearby cave that is occupied 
byhundreds of snakes. 

Afer meeting the bats, Mano 
Lume would lead the explorers tothe 
underground wonders of Rawis Cave. 
The formations found inside the cave. 
indude a giant stalactite, a “picture 
frame," a statue of the Virgin Mary а 
natural bathtub, and a statue of the 


a miniature of the rice terraces and of. 


isin pristine condition, 

Already, many people, including 
foreigners, have already visited Raw- 
is Cave. Some of them said the boat 
ride along the snaking Golden River 
of Basey was already an experience 


The town of Basey, however, is 
more popular as the site of the 840- 
hectare Sohoton Natural Bridge Na- 
tional Park, which is located about 5 


Drama in reality TV makes 
presence felt in institute 


By Ma. Diosa Labiste 
Пойо City 


F “PINOY BIG BROTHER (PBB),” 

areality TV show, had its teen edi- 

tion, so did the annual creative 
writing workshop at the University of 
‘San Agustin’s Fray Luis de Leon Сге- 
ative Writing Institute in Iloilo City: 

Nine fellows, aged 13 to 25, but the majority of 
them high school students, were grilled by noted. 
writers from Wester Visayas, who subjected ev- 
еу poem and shor story they submited to close 
reading and commenis—some gente, some cruel 
bur always helpful 

As in any writing workshops, egos were 
crushed and years of bad English writing smashed. 
Tt was a process as stressful as joining PBB. 

There wee no defensive outbursts and 
tantrums, although one fellow was seen banging 
his head on the table, luckily on the cushioned 
edge, as his poem was being butchered. But he 
said his mother had wamed him ofa Simon Cow- 
ell among the panelists. 


Write in own language 

“Write in your own language. A language is an 
utterance ofa civilization. Hiligaynon is not infe 
orto English,” said Palanca Най of Famer Leoncio 
Deriada, the ead panelist of the workshop held on 
May 15-19. 

The workshop, now on its fourth year, aims to 
discover, and hone skils of writers in Westen 
Visayas to write in English, Filipino and regional lan- 
guages, such as Hiligaynon, Aklanon and Kinaray-a. 

“The sponsoring agency, named after the Span- 
ish Iyrie poet and theologian, wants о be a 
“friendly and Гепйе breeding ground” of local 
writers, sid its coordinator John Iremil Teodoro. 

For budding writers, joining writing workshops 
is one way of recognizing their talents 

"This years fellows were chosen afier they have 
‘submitted four of their best works, mostly poems, 
that were printed on handouts without their 
names to spare them of immediate shame when 
these dissected for styleand grammar flaws. 


The fellows: teen edition 

The fellows were Hajar Al-Abdullah, Stephanie 
Keiko Enarbia and Jazelle Nufable, Ateneo de lloi- 
Jo; Lawrence Anthony Bernabe, University of the 
Philippines Visayas; Donna LM. Fresnido, Univer- 
sity of San Agustin High School; Prente Sur Mel- 
liza, SPED-Integrated School for Exceptional Chil- 
dren; and Arlene Moscaya, Victor Robinson П and 
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Elsed Togonon, University of San Agustin. 

Aside from free attendance to the workshop, 
the fellows received transportation allowance and 
free lodging if they are not from Iloilo City Of the 
nine, three are college students, five are in high 
school, and one had just finished Grade 6. 

"This batch is the teen edition. Maybe we have 
already depleted the ranks of adult and older writ- 
ers in the region,” said Teodoro, also a panelist, 

“The other panelists were also noted for their 
works in regional languages of West Visayas, in 
which many were award-winning and published. 
They are Genevieve Asenjo, Isidoro Cruz and Alice. 
Tan Gonzales. 

As panelists, the four were thoughtful and nur- 
turing even as they keenly pointed out the slips in. 
techniques and narrowness of the writers world. 


One-line comments 

Оп the other hand, Deriada, while steely and 
‘unforgiving, especially in his one-line comments, 
‘was well liked by the fellows because of his reper- 
toire of anecdotes, English language booboos and 
tales of "aswang" and "kapre." 

The last of the five-day workshops was the 
muchawaited part because medals and books 
мете given away to the best works produced, The 
роепу contest has categories in English, Hili- 
gaynon and Kinaray-a. 

“The winning pieces were read because, as Deri- 
ada sai, che poems have to be liberated from their 
primed form. 

"The occasion was also the launch of the books 
of two Kinaray-a poets, Genevieve Asenjo and 
Maria Milagros Geremia Lachica. 

‘Asenjo's book, "Pula ang Kulay ng Text Mes- 
sage," isa collection of poems in Kinaray-a and Fil- 
ipino, while Geremia-Lachicas "Ang Pagsulat.. 
Bayi,” is a book of Kinaray-a poems with English 
translations. 

“The two were first winners of Fray Luis de Leon 
Creative Writing Grants established last year to in- 
spite and encourage production of literary works 
in Western Visayas. The grant comes with P10,000 
and the completed manuscript is published by the 
university with the label “Libro Agustino." 


Impoverish writers 

“We know very well that there is no money in 
wriing. Writers have to work—they teach, they 
farm, they do PR, they sell things in the market 
and some even direct beauty contests in order to 
cat and live decently” said Teodoro. 

He said the grant was a modest amount, but it 
would bea "force enough to make that writer pro- 
duce her of his masterpieces...” 
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My warmest greetings to the oe of the Pip 
pines Alumni Association as you hold the UP General Alum“: 
ni-Faculy Homecoming and Reunion. AE 

Your theme, "Population and Environment,” indicates 
that you are truly attuned to the needs of the times аз you 
convene to discuss the impact of population and environ- 
‘mental issues in our national life. It also gives crédence to 

^ ourgovernment’ reform thrusts along the same critical issues. sf 

Ав the bastion of academic freedom in the country, the University-of the = 
Philippines has always been known for its culture of educational excellence: 
and its social commitment to breed future leaders of our country who ake ded- 
jcated and progressive. As you rekindle the bonds that bind you to this great 
institution, e always reminded of our pivotal role to contribute tothe publie į 
good and to the nation asa whole an advocacy which was instilled ip gach of 
us during our university years. "ma 

May you remain true to the ideals of your alma mater even as t i ly fet 
vent hope that you will support our vision to beat the odds and attain better 
life for our people. А 
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1 would like to welcome you all to the Grand Alumni 
Homecoming and Reunion! 

“The Homecoming is not only time for us to celebrate, rene 
old tiesand reminisce about the good old days, iis alsoa time for 
stostop and take a look at how the University is doing 

Tt is you, the alumni, that show us the real state of the Uni 

versity The careers you have chosen, the quality of the lives you lead are partly re- 
Bections of a UP education. And looking at you ай tonight, the fine roster that in- 
cludes some of the best in the sciences, the arts, business, govemment^and ће 


‚THE UPAA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


"From left, Rebecca Rellosa, Atty. Gladys Tiongco, Ida Vargas. Nini Jorge. Solina Iglesias, Leon Arceo, Atty. Renato Corpuz, Prof. Marita Hernandez, 
Regent Jaime de los Santos, Rey Velasco, Evelina Escudero, Romeo Gecolea, Gregorio Fernandez, Ruth Carpio, Annie Guerrero, Dr. Arnon Rivera. 


and Angelito Yniguez 


LIFETIME DISTINGUISHED. 
DISTINGUISHED ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEES 


fumma Male Category 


Prof. Antonio 
O. Mabesa, BSA'S6 


Dr. Mercedes В. 
Concepcion, 
BSChem'51 


Dr. Nelia R 


MD'60 


National Level. 
Engr. Francis Chua. 
(Ап С. Biao), 
BSIE72 


UPAA. 
Atty, Romeo R 
Gerochi, В571 


Thank you to all 
1o our sponsors 
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Bahay ng Alumni 


Ms. Olivia Rocha-Aliga, 


‘A РА 
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L- we cani say that we must be doing something right. 

ДА Thar being said, we need tobarness our collective talent and address pressing is- 
descur nation faces day Population and the environment are certainly marters of 
get concem. The continuing degradation of our natural environment, the steady 
depletion of natural resources, and the rise in population which means an even 
smaller resource allocation per person, put us alin a ficut position. Difficult, but 
not impossible. One thing a UP education shows us that we can find a way 

Taking up the theme of population and environment this year shows the 
UP alumnfs commitment to this cause and with our combined efforts, we will 
{make a difference. We have been taught to serve our nation, and so we shall 

Maraming salamat at mabuhay kayong lahat! 

ST 

EMERLINDAR. ROMAN 

President 

University of the Philippines 
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Homecomings and reunions almost always evoke good 

memories of our lives as students - how we survived the 
terrors” in the faculty of the University, how clear and clean 

the UP lagoon was, how fresh the air we breathed in then, 
юн we heard daily the melodies produced by the UP Cari 
and many more. 

This years homecoming theme, "Population and Em 
ronment” is the fourth of a series of population-related is- 
Sues that have come to the fore. We have focused on "Population and the 
‘Qiality of Life of the Filipino” (2003), "Population and Education” (2004) 
and "The Filipino Diaspora” (2005) 

Recently the attention of people to the world over are riveted on environ- 
ment-related disasters such as the havoc that typhoon Katrina caused in the 
United States, the massive landslide in St. Bernard, Southern Leyte, the bird 
flu epidemic that beset а number of countries, and others. The Philippines is 
among the countries that implement environment laws aimed at reducing en- 


кыз 
De Arsenio N. 
Resurreccion, BSAE71; MS78 


Ans&leners 
Percy Arabados, BSB 


Female Category 


Cortes-Maramba, 


Ay Andres G. Garmairan, 


BSJ6I; 1561 Romualdez, Jr, MDGS 


Victor. Valdepeñas, 
SFG; MA (Ecc) G9 


De Carmencita Mallas-Abaquin, 
GN62; ASN'69; MN 7S; PhDOD 


vironmental stresses on people's lives and promoting ecosystem vitality and 
sound natural resource management. The University and its alumni must 
help the country look for solutions to such problems. 

As president of the UPAA, 1 ао enjoin you, my fellow alumni, to continue 
supporting our alma mater' vision of a university for the 21st century. It was 
through our UP education that we are now successful players in our respec- 
tive fields аз evident in tonight's alumni awardees. It is time that we give back 
to our alma mater, Let us build a legacy for future generations. 

Mabuhay kayong kahat! 

sokit 

JAINES. B/LOS SANTOS 

Present 

University of he Philippines. 

Alumni Associaton 


Greetings! 

On the occasion ofthe UPAA Annual Reunion and Home- 
coming, we warmly welcome you into the campus where 
you spent а significant portion of your Ме earning an edu- 
[A | eaionani maling eine ts nd ann 

Seeing the campus after as long will certainly flood you 
* with memories - reliving your youth which is enhanced by 
the presence of your classmates and familiar faces. 

1 would like to thank the Chairpersons and members of the Homecoming 
and Reunion Steering Committee for making this affair truly memorable. 

To your Alumni Awardees, Jubilarians and Guests, I wish you all a 
most enjoyable evening, 

Mabuhay kyon aa 
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@ввутёсо 
First Vice President & Overall Chair 
'UPAA Homecoming and Reunion Steering Committee 


STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Eveelin Esendeco, Rebecca Rellosa, Sol Iglesias, President Jimmy 
de los Santos, Atty. Gladys Tiongco (Chair) Nini Jorge and Mari 
Hidalgo. Not in photo, Ida Vargas, Boots Mejia, Virginia Dandan, 
Marita Carag, Rene Corpuz, Ruth Carpio, Romy Gecolea, Annie 
Guerrero, Arnon Rivera and Leon Arceo 


Business Admin Education 
Dr Lina B. Diaz de Rivera, 


MAT7S;PhDS1 


Cis 
Dr Ernesto Sonido, BSEMSO. 


Nursing Public Admin 
Gov. Salvacion Zaldivar: Perez, 


ANSA; ABST; BSPS58 


Public Health 
Dr Nina G Barzaga, 
‘BSPH7S; Мр 


OUTSTANDING GRADUATES 


Perey 


SERVICEAWARDEE UPAA PRESIDENTIAL 
AWARDEE 
Amb. Lauro. Baja, Jt., 


BSJ60; LLB'60 


BM74 ы 


Male Category 
Donald K. Ngwe, 


summa cum laude 


OUTSTANDING 
ALUMNI 
CHAPTER 
AWARDEE 


UPV Food 
‘Technologists 
Alumni 


Association 
Female Category 
Cherrys О, Abrigo, 
BSChEO6 magna 
cum laude 
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Customs seizes 
P19-M cargo in 
Metro, N. Luzon 


Participation of insiders eyed 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


BUREAU OF CUSTOMS AGENTS LAST WEEK 
seized some P19 million worth of misdeclared 
used clothing, frozen pork cuts and a ship- 
ment of woven fabrics that were illegally di- 
verted from its intended destinations. 

The shipment of used clothing, consigned 
to Hangcor General Merchandise Corp., ar- 
rived at the Manila International Container 
Port (MICP) from Hong Kong. It was placed 
in two 40-foot container vans and was de- 
clared as a shipment of household tools and 
compact disc players. 

The shipment was intercepted along the 
Marcos Highway in Benguet. It was believed 
to beon its way to Baguio City, which has be- 
come known for its "ukay ukay" or second- 
hand clothing stores. 

The importation of used clothing is pro- 
hibited under Philippine laws. 

Customs ^ Commissioner Napoleon 
Morales yesterday said that the release of 
questionable shipments from the bureau's 
custody indicated that some customs per- 
sonnel could be involved in the illegal activi- 


Morales also said he had no problem with 
questionable shipments being apprehended 
after they leave the bureau's premises be- 
cause this way, the BOC would be able to de- 
termine who among its personnel were in- 


volved in releasing the said shipments. 

He said shipments that had been released 
are usually covered by papers that bear the 
signatures of the examiners, appraisers and 
other customs personnel, which means it 
would be easier to identify those behind the 
illegal activity. 

The shipment of frozen prime pork cuts 
was also seized at the MICR The shipment 
was declared as frozen squid, but an inspec- 
tion conducted later showed it contained 
frozen pork. The BOC said that apart from 
being misdeclared, the pork shipment was 
not covered by a permit from the Bureau of 
Animal Industry. 

The P3 million worth of frozen pork was 
consigned to Vonrik Trading and came from 
China. 

Customs personnel also intercepted a 40- 
foot container of woven fabrics that was al- 
legedly illegally diverted from its intended 
destination in Navotas. 

According to the BOC, the shipment that 
had arrived at the Port of Manila was sup- 
posed to be brought to a Navotas warehouse. 
However, customs investigators intercepted 
it along the North Luzon Expressway. 

Customs personnel have not yet deter- 
mined where the shipment would be taken. 

The shipment, worth P6 million, came 
from China. It was consigned to the Philip- 
pine Bonded Warehouse Services Inc. 


Munti pays tribute to RP’s 
Ist drug-free community 


By Jocelyn R, Uy 


ONE DOWN, 200 MORE TO GO. 

Аз part of its all-out war against illegal 
drugs, the Muntinlupa government will rec- 
ognize today а small neighborhood in Baran- 
gay Alabang, the first community in the coun- 
try to be declared drug-free, City Hall an- 
nounced yesterday. 

A billboard declaring it a drug-free area 
will be hung at the entrance of the Highway 
Homes Subdivision, a village composed of 28. 
households. 

Julie Tarrayo, an official of the Drug Abuse 
Prevention and Control Office, the city gov- 
ernments anti-illegal drugs arm, said it took 
them two months to confirm that the commu- 
nity was free from illegal drugs. 

She said their office studied the profile of 
the community and its residents, mapped out 
the area and identified the drug-free homes. 
Drug users identified in the community were 


sent toa rehabilitation center before the com- 
munity was declared drug-free. 

DAPCO officials also conducted seminars 
for village residents and officers, in addition 
to creating an assessment team that would 
help the local government monitor and mai 
tain the community status as a drug-free 
area. 

However, Tarrayo said the assessment team 
would still need to undergo rigorous training, 
particularly on intelligence gathering. 

Mayor Jaime Fresnedi will lead the award- 
ing of a plaque and the posting of the bill- 
board today to the community, with the help 
of officials from the Dangerous Drugs Board, 
Philippine Drug Enforcement Agency, the An- 
ti-lllegal Drugs Special Operation Task Force 
and the officials of Barangay Alabang. 

Fresnedi, however, vowed to make the rest 
of the city’s 200 communities, spread 
throughout nine barangays, also free from 
drugs. 
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By Tina G. Santos 


INSTEAD OF HANGING OUT IN 
malls on weekends, Manila resi- 
dents can now take their families 
to three parks which recently un- 
derwent extensive renovation af- 
ter decades of neglect. 

‘The parks are: the Remedios 
Circle at the Remedios Rotunda, 
Plaza Salamanca at the corner of 
Т.М. Kalaw and Taft Avenue and 
{Plaza Rueda, located in the 
southeast corner of Taft Avenue, 
General Luna and United Nations 
Avenue. 

Named after the Nuestra Sefio- 
ra delos Remedios (Our Lady of 
‘Healing) whose image is en- 
shrined in the parish church of 
‘Malate, the Remedios Circle had 
“virtually become a no-man’s 
land. 

"The park used to be the lair of 
prostitutes, vagrants and snatch- 

‘ers who often victimized pedes- 

{trians and promenaders,” said a 
resident of the once upscale and 

‘tranquil residential area that has 

volved into a restaurant and 
fashion row. 

During the Spanish era, the 
{Remedios Rotunda had a circu- 
jlar fountain surrounded by ni- 
ipa-roofed houses and banana 


orchards. 

Prior to its renovation, huge 
plant boxes were scattered 
around an elevated concrete 
structure that stood in the center 
of the park. "We removed an ele- 
vated open space so people will 
not only see its charm but so we 
also maximize the use of the 
space,” city engineer Armand An- 
dres said. 

The plant boxes were also re- 
placed by landscaped pocket gar- 
dens around the circle. Benches 
were set up in the park while 
more lights were installed to dis- 
courage criminals from hanging 
out in the area. City officials and 
residents will gather in the area 
for a thanksgiving Mass at 7 a.m. 
today to kick off the celebration 
ofthe 435th Araw ng Maynila. 

Plaza Salamanea, on the other 
hand, was named after Dr. Olivia 
Salamanca, one of the first Fil- 
ipino women doctors. The third 
park, Plaza Rueda, was named in 
honor of Spanish poet Salvador 
Rueda who visited Мапйа in 
1915. The two parks, with their 
landscaped grounds, benches 
and lights, now resemble pocket 
parks found in exclusive villages 
in Metro Manila, according to 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza. 
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MALATE habitués will hardly recognize the Remedios Circe after renovations were introduced in the ae landmark. 


Slain lawyer's husband killers' target 


ByDJ Yap 


THE REAL TARGET OF ARMED MEN 
Тудо killed a woman lawyer and the 
t pastor who had tried to save her could 
have been the victim's husband, 

Evelyn Guballa, who was shot dead 
with Pastor Joselito Fidel in front of a 
church on Wednesday night, was mar- 
ried to Ате! Guballa, a ranking official 
of the Bureau of Internal Revenue who 


INVITATION TO 


‘The AFP Retirement and Separation Benefits System (RSBS) invites interested 


investigates tax fraud cases, according 
to the police. Quezon City investiga- 
tors, however, said they were also look- 
ing into “many other angles,” and re- 
mained tight-lipped about the probe. 
‘Supt. Procopio Lipana, QC Police Dis- 
trict criminal investigation division 
chief, said his men had interviewed Ar. 
nel, who heads the BIR's National In- 
vestigation Division which monitors 
persons suspected to be violating the 


National Internal Revenue Code. The 
office also coordinates with the Special 
Investigation Division on intelligence 
operations, including those involving 
smuggling, syndicated crimes and the 
use of false BIR forms. 

Lipana, however, refused to divulge 
the details of the investigation. He said 
it was too early to make any conclu- 
sions, though he admitted that police 
were considering the possibility that 


the BIR official was the target. "Its hard 
to speculate at this point. We are look- 
ing into many other angles," he said. 

Evelyn was gunned down Wednes- 
day evening by two men after a Bible 
study session at the Full Gospel Pente- 
costal Church. Fidel died on the spot 
when he tried to shield her with his 
body. Guballa was rushed to the hospi- 
tal, but she died before she could be 
treated, police said. 


Why blame businesses 
for giving to the NPA? 
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5 stores selling tiles raided 
POLICE raided yesterday at five tores in Metro 
Manila suspected of selling smuggled flor tiles. 
Agents of the Criminal investigation and Detec- 
tion Group which conducted the operation said 
the importation of the tiles had defrauded the 
government of P52 milion in unpaid taxes. 5- 
multaneous raids were carried out on the EI Mina 
Floor Center, SIA Floor Genter, Commonwealth 
Floor and Libis Floor Center, all in Quezon City 
and the Cyrus Floor Center in Caloocan City. 
Quoting intelligence information from the Bureau 
of Customs, the police said investigation showed 
the оог Мез were illegally imported from China 
"Further investigation by CIDG investigators like- 
wise confirmed other lege transactions com- 
mitted in cahoots with Customs personnel, bro- 
ers and bank personnel from the period October 
2005 ili February 2006," the police said. "We 
have search warrants, and we want to seize docu- 
ments and computer files to show validity of their 


parties to purchase by way of sealed bids the following properties on cash or term 
basis (minimum 30% down payment and 16% interest rate per annum, maximum of 7 


THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD 


importation. Our intelligence and investigation 
not blame business establishments 


years to pay): 


Item 
No. 


Description 


Location 


Minimum / 
Floor Price 


06-1 | 2597 sqm 


residential ot 


No. 12 Rimas St., 
Proj2,0.C. 


2,428,195.00 


06:2 | 4 residential ots 


300 sqm each 


Boy Pimienta, 
Umingan, Pangasinan 


455,855.00 


2 residential ots 
500 sqm each 


Bay Prado, 
Umingan, Pangasinan 


243,600.00 


9.448 sqm Industrial Lot 


‘Bulacan Agro Industrial 
Subdivision Calumpit, Bulacan 


30,516,700.00 


367 sqm residential lot 


112, B6, Sra. De la Раг 
‘Subd. Sumulong. Antipolo 


892,500.00 


House & Lot FIA 152 sqm 
UA 208 sqm. 


122, 824, Phase I, Soldiers 
Hills Subd., Muntinlupa City 


707,200.00 


3,000 sqm residential iot 
43,000 sqm agri lot 


Boy. Canimog, 
Romblon, Romblon 


1,538,310.00 


House & Lot F/A 42 sqm 
LIA 120 sqm. 


L45 & 47, BA, Alpha Street 
Мойһтайхуйе Subd.. Caloocan 


509,320.00 


322 sqm residential fot 


L70, B1-A Diamond Heights 
Victoria Homes, Muntinlupa City 


547,400.00 


House & Lot FIA 142 sqm. 
UA 134 sam. 


Sapang Palay, San Jose 
del Monte, Bulacan 


34623921 


House & Lot F/A 138 sqm. 
LIA 143 sam 


B7, L3, North Matriwvie, 
Camarin Rd. Caloocan City 


963,007.50 


for paying “revolutionary taxes" to 
the New People's Army (NPA) be- 
cause it cannot protect them. 

Businesses and individuals 
who refused to give in to the ex- 
tortion found their lives miser- 
able. Their facilities were burned 
tothe ground. In many cases, rich 
people who allegedly didn't give 
into the pressure were killed. 

Many years ago, the company 
that owns Bachelor buses plying 
several Mindanao routes almost 
went bankrupt. The company 
‘would not give in to the rebel de- 
mand for payment of revolution- 
ary taxes. Almost every week, a 
Bachelor bus was burned. 

The military and police were 
nowhere around whenever a 
Bachelor bus was razed. It came 
toa point where only a few Bach- 
elor buses were running on the 
road. But now Bachelor buses are 
left alone to ply their routes. Peo- 
ple surmise the company now 
Pays revolutionary taxes to the 


communists. The Bachelor bus 
company is just a small business. 
Big businesses are big supporters 
ofthe NPA. 

In Mindanao, where 1 come 
from, sources say Globe and 
Smart, the country's two largest 
telecommunications firms, al- 
legedly give hundreds of millions 
every year to the NPA. 

Politicians Ive talked with, 
who asked that they be not iden- 
tified, admitted they gave money 
to the NPA so they could cam- 
paign in rebel-infested areas. 

So why should the government 
go only after firms and private in 
dividuals who give to the NPA? 
Why not include politicians who 
also contribute to the NPA? 


conclude that these were ай smuggled,” said 
Supt. Benjamin de los Santos, chief of the CIDG's 
anti-smuggling uni. 

Luige A. del Puerto 


Brillante vs Binay 

APOLITICAL rival of Makati Mayor Jejomar Bi- 
пау has accused the official of using “strong 
arm tactics" to discourage residents from par- 
ticipating in the signature drive initiated by the 
Sigaw ng Bayan, a group pushing for charter 
change. In a statement issued Thursday, Bobby 
Brillante, former Makati vice mayor, said, "We 
are deeply concerned over the extent to which 
Binay would go, even to the point of employing 
Gestapo-like tactics to prevent people from sup- 
porting constitutional change." Brillante said BI 
nay was using Department of Public Safety en- 
forcers “a his private army to carry out acts of 
harassment and intimidation to dissuade resi- 
dents from signing up." The mayor, denied Bril- 
lante's claims, saying he even allowed Sigaw ng. 
Bayan to hold a motorcade in the city around 
three months ago to publicize their advocacy. 
"So what harassment are they talking about?" 
Binay sald. "This is the problem of the adminis- 
tration's local coordinators who do not know 
howto cover up ther failure in Maat," the 
mayor added. Tarra V. Quismundo 


House & Lot F/A 618.88 sqm. 
UA 2,607 sam. 
294 sqm Residential Lot 


29 Sunflower Dr, Beverly Hills, 
Taytay, Rizal 

ВЗ, LB, Füinvest, Bgy Silangan, 
Capitol, Quezon City 

Bay Sulpok, Tanauan, 
Batangas 

Boy Malaking Pulo, 
Tanauan, Batangas 

Bgy Dona Jacoba, 
Tanauan, Batangas 

Boy Suplang, 

Tanauan, Batangas 

Bay Batas, Silang, Cavite 
(beside Riviera Golf & 
Sports Club) 

Bay Batas, Silang, Cavite 
(beside Riviera Golf & 
Sports Ciub) 

Boy Mapalad, Sla. Rosa, 
Nueva Ecija 

(near Fort Magsaysay) 
‘Acharon Blvd. 

General Santos City 
Acharon Bivd., 

General Santos City 
‘Acharon ВМ, 

General Santos City 
"Acharon Blvd, 

General Santos City 
Acharon Bivd.. 


7,08159276 


Manila's 
435th year 
marked today 


By Tina б. Santos 
and Margaux С. Ortiz 


4,374 450.00 


278,369 sqm raw land 
with CARP Exemption 
188,351 sqm raw land 
with CARP Exemption 
106,073 sqm raw land 
wilh CARP Exemption. 
35,138 sqm raw land 

wilh CARP Exemption 
450,000 sqm raw land 
with DAR Conversion 


350,007 sqm 


350.007 sqm 


350.007 sqm 


350.00/sqm 


8000079qm | | MANILAADDS YET ANOTHER YEAR 
to its colorful history as it celebrates 
its 435th founding anniversary to- 
day. 

Recognizing the importance of the 
date, President Macapagal-Arroyo 
has declared June 24 a special non- 
working holiday in the city. 

Officials have scheduled day-long 
activities to mark the occasion, start- 
ing with a thanksgiving Mass to be 
held at the Remedios Circle at 7 a.m. 

This will be followed by wreath- 
laying ceremonies at the tomb of 
Miguel Lopez de Legaspi in San 
Agustin Church in Intramuros and at 
the Rajah Sulayman Monument in 
Malate. 


450,162 sqm raw land 
with DAR Conversion. 


800.007 sqm 


UP STUDENTS stage a protest in front of the Vanguard oficein Diliman, 
Quezon City against the reported presence of Marines on the campus. ттин 


UP students protest Marines 
presence inside QC campus 


By Alcuin Papa 


132,189 sqm 
residential raw land 


4001sqm 


17,996 sqm commercial fot Р 17,000.00 sqm 


2,564 sqm commercial lol Р 17,000.00 7 sqm 


5,065 sqm commercial lol Р 17,000.00 sqm 


6,465 sqm commercial lot Р 17,000.00 sqm 
б = practically knocking on our doors,” 


said Isa Artajo, chair of the Student 


2,281 sqm commercial lol P 15,000,007 sqm 


(not contiguous) 


General Santos City 


Interested bidders may obtain bidding documents starting June 26, 2006 upon 
payment of non-refundable fee of P500.00 from the Property Management Office, UF, 


RSBS Bldg., Camp Aguinaldo, О.С. 


А Pre-Bidding Conference is scheduled on July 5, 2006 at 10:00 AM, Central 


Meeting Room A, RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, О.С. 


Bids will be opened їп the presence of bidders or their representatives on July 10, 
2006 at 10:00 AM at the Central Meating Room A, RSBS, Camp Aguinaldo, О.С. 


For further inquiries, you can call MS. LIZA HIZON or MR. DARWIN MANZANO а! 


telephone numbers 9124718 or 9114071 local 249. 


эй. жа з 200 


Both lanes of Roxas Boulevard, 
from Quirino Avenue to Pedro Gil, 
would be closed to traffic to give way 
to more festivities from 3 p.m. to 12 
midnight, to be capped by a grand 
fireworks display. As a special treat, 
the entrance fee at the Manila Zoo 
would be waived for city residents. 

To ensure that the celebration 
would be orderly, the chief of the 
Manila Police District has ordered 
the deployment of additional men 
and undercover intelligence officers 
in the city's key areas. 


MILITANT STUDENTS OF THE UNI- 
versity of the Philippines in Diliman, 
Quezon City, condemned yesterday 
the presence of around 20 members 
of the Philippine Marines inside its 
campus. 

Around 200 students, faculty, and 
members of the UP community held a 
demonstration in front of the UP De- 
partment of Military Science and Тас- 


* tics (DMST) compound inside the Dil- 


iman campus to condemn the pres- 
enceof the Marines. 
“Outright political repression is 


Alliance for the Advancement of Na- 
tionalism and Democracy in UP 
(STAND-UP). 

The militant youth group 
Anakbayan also expressed concern 
over the deployment of the Marines. 
inside the campus. The group said it 
had received a report that the 
Marines would replace the Special 

Brigade in charge of main- 
taining "peace and order" inside the 
campus. An active military presence. 
in the UP portrays a twisted definition. 
of "campus security" it added. 
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CHICAGO'S Sears Tower, the world’s third 
tallest building. „ 
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The\WORLD 
FBI arrests 7 linked to attack on Sears Tower 


MIAMI—FBI AGENTS HAVE ARRESTED AT 
least seven people in Miami who reportedly 
‘were plotting to attack the Sears Tower in 
Chicago, the world’s third tallest building, of- 
ficials and news reports said. 

‘The arrests on Thursday by the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, state and local authori- 
ties were “part of an ongoing investigation in- 
to a terrorist-related matter,” the US attor- 
ney's office in Miami said in a statement. 

Media reports citing unnamed officials said 
five US citizens and two foreigners, one of 
them Haitian, were arrested for plotting to at- 
tack the 110-story, 442-meter Sears Tower, as 
‘well as buildings in Miami. 

‘Another person was arrested in Atlanta, ac- 
cording to television reports. 

ABC television said the group had been in- 
filtrated by an FBI agent posing as an Islamic 
radical. 

“The individuals arrested posed no imme- 
diate threat to our community,” the US attor- 
ney statement said. 

Earlier, FBI director Robert Mueller told 
CNN television that operations were still tak- 
ing place. 

"| can tell you that we do have an ongoing 
operation in Miami. We are conducting a 
number of arrests and searches and we'll have 


more about that when the operation is con- 
cluded, probably (Friday) morning," Mueller 
said. 

"Because it's an ongoing operation, I really 
can't get into details. But whenever we under- 
take an operation like this, we would not do it 
without the approval of a judge. We've got 
search warrants and arrest warrants and the 
like,” Mueller said. 

The US Department of Justice was plan- 
ning to announce details of the plot at a press 
conference Friday. 

The arrests took place in Liberty City, a 
poor neighborhood north of Miami, accord- 
ing to local and national media. 

Residents said that the men who were ar- 
rested appeared to be part of a group of at 
least a dozen people, sleeping in a ware- 
house, dressing in military-like clothing and 
doing exercises. 

CNN late Wednesday interviewed in Liber- 
ty City a member of the organization. 

Brother Cory, as the black man with dread- 
locks called himself, said he belonged to “Seas 
of David,” repeatedly denying it was a terror- 
ist group or that it had any ties to al-Qaida. 

“We are not terrorists... We study and be- 
lieve in the word of god. This is a place where 
we worship,” Cory said. AFP 


6 terrorists, cop killed in Saudi shootout 


RIYADH—SIX ALLEGED MEMBERS OF THE 
al-Qaida terror network and one policeman 
were killed early Friday in a shootout in a resi- 
dential district of Riyadh, the Saudi interior 
ministry announced. 

A seventh al-Qaida suspect was wounded 
and captured in the dawn shootout in the Al- 
Nakhil neighborhood of the Saudi capital, a 
ministry spokesperson said in a statement, 
adding that other members of the security 
service were wounded. 

“The security forces at dawn Friday pur- 
sued seven (...) members of the ‘deviant mi- 
поту to a house in the Al-Nakhil district of 


Riyadh (...) where they suddenly came under 
sustained automatic weapons fire,” the 
spokesperson said 

The police "then replied and managed to 
take control of the situation quickly, killing six 
of them, wounding and capturing the sev- 
enth," he said. 

"A member of the security forces was killed 
and others were wounded in the operation." 

The term "deviant minority" is used in Saudi 
officialese to designate the local branch ofal-Qai- 
da, responsible for a wave of violence that has 
shaken the oil-rich kingdom since May 2003. 

One of the policemen cordoning off the 


area where the clash took place told AFP: 
"The group was preparing a terrorist opera- 
tion and its members were being tailed on the 
basis of intelligence service information.” 

Residents of Al-Nakhil told AFP the clash 
started shortly before 2:30 a.m. (2330 GMT 
Thursday) around a villa. 

"Some armed men who had barricaded 
themselves in the villa tried to escape but the 
security forces fired at them, destroying their 
car,” said one witness. 

Several ambulances sped to the scene, 
evacuating the wounded, the residents said. 
Тһе shooting lasted about half an hour. AFP 
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COOLSHOWER 


Elizabeth Monsef, 6, cools off by running through the fountains at Town Plaza Park in Los Gatos, 
Calif, as temperatures reached the high 90s on June 22. Hot and dry conditions are expected across 
the San Francisco and Monterey Bay regions through the weekend. 


25 executed 
gangland 
style in Iraq 


BAGHDAD, IRAQ—AT LEAST 25 
people have been executed gang- 
land-style in Iraq's third-largest 
city this week, with residents 
gunned down in ones and twos 
and bodies found scattered 
throughout Mosul. 

Elsewhere, five US troops 
were killed in operations south 
and west of Baghdad, the US 
military said Thursday, and po- 
lice stormed а farm and freed 
17 victims of a factory kidnap- 
ping. 

Mosul, 362 km northwest of 
Baghdad, has a mixed Kurdish 
and Sunni Arab population and 
a tradition of bad blood. The 
Kurds, who are largely Sunni 
Muslim but not Arab, have 
formed а prosperous аш 
tonomous region nearby after 
decades of oppression and mass 
ye | killings under the Sunni Arab 

minority that ran Iraq until Sad- 


Poll: Westerners, Muslims 


consider each other repulsive 


WASHINGTON — WESTERNERS 
view Muslims as fanatical, violent 
and intolerant while Muslims in 
the Middle East and Asia general- 
ly view Westerners as immoral, 
selfish and greedy, according to a 
new poll released Thursday. 
“Altera year marked by riots over 
cartoon portrayals of Mohammed, а 
major terrorist attack in London, and 
continuing wars in laq and 
‚Afghanistan, most Muslims and 
Westerners are convinced that rela- 
tions between them are generally Бай 
these days; a report on the poll by 
the Pew Global Attitudes Project said, 


Thaksin party faces vote fraud 


lution, 


‘The Election Commission late 
‘Thursday ruled that Thaksin's par- 
ty violated two laws in the cam- 
paigning for clections held on April 
20а: have since been invalidated. 

А panel of prosecutors was set 
to meet later in the day to decide 
whether to bring the case against. 
‘Thaksin's party, which has run the 
country for the last five years, to 
the Constitutional Court. 

1€ found guilty, the court could 
disband the party and bar Thaksin 


THAKSIN 


In one of the survey's most strik- 
ing findings, majorities in Egypt, 
Indonesia, Jordan and Turkey said 
they do not believe that Arabs car- 
ried out the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks 
on the United States. 

‘The percentage of Turks who hold 
that view has increased from 43 per- 
cent in 2002 to 59 percent currently, 
according to the Pew survey, which 
also found that 56 percent of British 
Muslims share hat belief 

The poll found that Germans 
and Spaniards have much more 
negative views of both Muslims 
and Arabs than do the French, 


BANGKOK—THAI PRIME MINIS- 
ter Thaksin Shinawatra faced a 
new threat to his rule Friday, as 
prosecutors 

vote fraud charges against his 
party that could lead to its disso- 


British or Americans. 


a Danish newspaper. 


considered filing cy back into turmoil 


“Even in the wake of the umul- 
tuous events of the past year, solid 
majorities in France, Britain and 
the US retain overall favorable 
opinions of Muslims," Pew said. 
Roughly eight in ten Spanish 
and Germans associate Muslims 
with being fanatical, it added. 
“The report said that nothing high- a 
lights the divide between Muslims 
and the West more than their re- 
sponse last winter to the uproar over 
cartoon depictions of the prophet 
‘Muhammad that were published in 


from forming a new one for five 
years—a move analysts said could 
plunge Thailand's young democra- 


"It would send Thai politics fur- 
ther into a tailspin,” political ana- 
lyst Thitinan Pongsudhirak said. 

Thaksin, 56, earlier this year 
survived months of mass street 
protests demanding his resigna- 
tion over claims that the billion- 
aire politician used his office to 
enrich his business empire. 

Despite the demonstrations in 
Bangkok, his popularity in rural 
‘Thailand delivered his party a clear 
victory in the April 2 elections that 
he called to end the protests. 

But an opposition boycott of 
the polls failed to produce а par- 


dam Hussein was ousted three 
years ago. 

Police said they were not sure 
if the attacks were carried out 
by the Sunni Arab-led insurgen- 
су, common criminals or sectari- 
an death squads. Increasing 
numbers of Iraqi deaths over the 
past months have been attribut- 
ed to revenge killings carried 
out by Shiite-backed militia or- 
ganizations or Sunni Arabs who 
have banded together in retri- 
bution. 

The outburst of killings was 
first reported Tuesday morning 
when police found the bodies of 
husband and wife—both 
Kurds—shot to death in eastern 
Mosul, according to police Capt. 
Ahmed Khalil. Before the day 
‘was ош, 10 people were either 
killed in shootings or found 
dead. AP 


charges 


liament, forcing Thaksin to tem- 
porarily step aside. 

He returned to his job last 
month after the courts invalidat- 
ed the elections and cleared the 
way for new polls tentatively set 
for Oct. 15. 

The charges accuse Thaksin's 
Thai Rak Thai (Thais Love Thais) 
party of illegally financing fringe 
groups to contest the April 2 polls 
ina bid to make the elections look 
more legitimate after the boycott. 

ТЕТ legal adviser Kudeb 
Saikrachang said the party was 
already preparing to defend itself 
before the court. 

"1 am confident that Thal Rak 
Thai hasn't done anything Ше- 
gal," he said. АЕР 
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Ragawaran ng Department of Foreign 
ignapang Panlabas & Alairs 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 

The Government ofthe Phippines through us Bids and Awards Committee fr 
Properties in the Unted Sites of Amenca (GAC-US), ines erestd pares to арду for 
(ig and 1o bit fr the folowing: 

A. Sale of a 444.44 sqan. vacant lot located at 620 Teri Avenue, comer Chetty 

Stet Sat WA USA. 
Sole of 440 sqm wh шо ced и 728. бел Haven, Houston, 
xu. 
Constancy Senice lor the dovlopmont of 2720 s. I Io, wah bulding, located 
a 1617 Massachustis Avene, Washngon DC, ОЗА 

The Terms of Reference (TOR) fr ese projets, may be obtained from the fošowing 

ices, upon submusson ol a Ltr ol tent namely 
TRUECT Toric Os 
Затока BAC Secretariat 
Осал Forog Aars, 

230 Ronas evar, Pasay 
Prippres 1300. 
Тат 462 289094 
Erat gov ph 
Philpine Consulate General, 
бле Sret f Prapa” 
Caner Batang SanFronesco. 
[t1] 
Philppine Consulate General, 
Sone Bar Ste 
St Los Angeles САБОО. 


Tenants 
Tapro csr 
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тт 
17028 мул 
Opening ol Bids: 
Thugs 206 
‘Submision cas 
171028 мүл 
Opening o! is: 
Der] 

USS Юре 
ostio avam TOR 
Submission of Bias: 
тта hy 2008, 
Opening a Bias: 
Bh 205, 

The sale and selection shall Бе done trough publ bidding, К.А. No. 9184 and is. 
implementing Rules and Reguatons (IRR) shall govern the selection ol the Consultant 
The opening an evaluation ofthe Без hal take piace п Mania, Phippines 

The Goverment ol the Phiippines assumes по responsi o compensate or indemmiy 
‘ders lor any expenses cued m the preparation ol th bd The Government ofthe 
Phágpres reserves heri 1o reject any or al proposals, о чане any delet or отау 
"eren or тпа den, eheh does пд ile е substance and йу othe proposal. 


(Sod) FRANKLIN EBDALIN. 
Undersecretary and Charman, BAC-US 
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NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Quezon City 


® 


NOTICE OF SALE THRU AUCTION/SMDP 


The NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY (NFA) wishes о announce to all interested 
Farmors Organcations (FO). Relalers and othe тегова NFA Icensed wholesalers 
minors inat NFA wil be aceaping sosied oilers for tho Sale thru Aucton'SMDP. of 
62.200 MT More cr Less 15% brokens Imported Vieinam Rice 2006 Artwal ond 2.843 
МТ 19% brokens imported Vietnam Rien 2005 Arrivals stored in Davao, Cebu, NCR 
Агу and Batangas warehouses as folows: 
LOCATION — YOLUME VARETY 
cou SaomT 15% Grokons Viinam 
Reo 2008 Arrvals 
боомт = 
46,000 MT Ре 
2250MT p 
2343MY 15% Brokons Маат 
Rice 2008 Arrivals 
The pre-Aucion conference and SMDP propor shall be conducted simultaneously 
In Mania (lor МСА. Abay and Batangas siocks) Cebu Cly and Davao Cly at 
200 pm. on tho folowing dates: 
Yanun Contact 
Person 
Mr Rau Chong 
Te (032) 232-1999 
032) 2326832 


INDICATIVE PRICE 
Р 1050000 


Davao 
NCR 
лыу 
Batangas 


Р 1,080 00709 
P 10500009 
Р 10500006 
P 9750050 


Pre-Auction. 
Conferonca. 


Auction 
Prapor 
NFA Cebu Otice 
Gov. M. Сико 
Avo. Banag, 
Cobu Cty 
(Ir Visayas and 
Reg X Босев) 
NFA Davao Обо 
Sia. Ana Avo.. 
Davao City 
(er Medanao 
osos) 
FDC, ЕТ! Compound 
Tapun. Mov Mania Tal #712-1708 Jum? una 20. 2008 
(for Luzon biadars) 1121572 муз Juy 5, 2006 
At iiorostod bidersrbuyors are roqulrd to submit the folowing documents 
Original ond xerox copy of NFA lcenso (rotating, wholesaling and/or miling 
In caso of represontatve, a duly notarized authonzaton trom the owner. 
pair, charman or prasidant tnat тө or sh is alhonzed to raprosont the 
биво only in the pro-SMDP and SMDP propor and ай aces thereto, 
Odor must be accompanied by Bid Bond equivalent o 10% ol no volume. 
160002 in to fom of Cashiare or Managors chock payabl to NFA issued 
by а reputable commercial bark In Мово Manda. 
nterostod thádors may socure tho Torms and Conditions starting June 27, 2008 
м the aforementioned venues from 900 am. to 500 рт For any Inquires, 
"rierosod айога may cali the above-monlioned contact persons 
‘Bid documents wil be avatblo during tho pro-SMOP conference to qualified 
placersiotlarre upon payment of a non-tolundabio oo сї P1.000 00 lor ҒОЗ/ 
‘tars and P2.000.00 or ohor interostod blódors (wnolosnloreiior) 
Tho National Food Author rosarves ho rigni to rooct any ог a bids. lo wawe 
any оттаму тогоо, and to accept only Such bids that are advantageous to the 
Agency. 


June 27 June 20, 2006, 


муз «uy 5, 2008, 


ма Dionne Siva 
те 1 (083) 554-3200 
(062) 227-4168 


tune 27 
муз 


эше 29, 2006 
Guy 5, 2008 


Ms. Espio Tecson 


(вра) CONRADO DL. IBANEZ 
Assistam Agar опа 
Charman. Disposmon Commie 
RER 
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US: N. Korea will pay a cost for launch 


But Washington rules out shooting Pyongyang test missile out of the sky 


WASHINGTON—THE US SUGGESTED IT HAS 
limited ability to shoot a North Korean missile out 
of the sky and spurned suggestions of a preemp- 
tive strike on the ground. Still, it warned the Kore- 
ans would pay a cost for a missile launch. 


‘The US missile defense system, 
which now includes about a dozen 
interceptor missiles in Alaska and 
California and on some Navy ships, 
has suffered multiple test failures 
since President George W. Bush or- 
dered the Reagan-era program ac- 
‘e¢lerated in early 2001. 


f 


+i SMOKY VALLEY 


Missile defense experts disagree 
оп current US ability to destroy а 
long-range missile once it is fired. 
But they seemed in agreement that 
shooting at it—and missing—would 
bea huge embarrassment. 

‘better solution, said Bush's na- 
tional security adviser, Stephen 


ү 


Hadley, was for the North Koreans 
to “give it up and not launch” the 
missile that the US believes is being 
fueled and prepared. "We think 
diplomacy is the right answer and 
that is what we are pursuing,” he 
said Thursday. 

‘Tensions persisted over North Ko- 
rea's apparent preparations to test- 
fire a Taepodong-2 missile amid dis- 
agreements over US military options 
for responding. The missile, with a 
believed range of up to 15,000 km, is 
potentially capable of reaching the 
mainland United States. 

Pentagon officials said they 


+. Smoke from the Brins fire lays down in the valley near Sedona, Ariz., June 22. The blaze started 
2 Sunday in a camp used by transients and spread quickly, forcing the evacuation of about 460 homes 
T^ and businesses in the canyon more than 100 km north of Phoenix. 
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Somalia rivals sign peace accord 


KHARTOUM—RIVAL SOMALI 
leaders on Thursday reached an 
agreement to end fighting in the 
war-ravaged Horn of Africa coun- 
try following Arab League-spon- 
sored talks in Khartoum, officials 
said. 

‘The agreement was signed after 
а delegation from the Islamic al- 
liance, which ousted US-backed 
warlords from the Somali capital on 
June 5 after four months of fighting, 
went into talks with members of the. 


transitional government. 

‘The agreement recognizes “the 
legality of the transitional govern- 
ment and the presence of the al- 
liance of Islamic tribunals,” Arab 
League Secretary General Amr 
‘Mussa told reporters after heading 
talks between the two sides. 

‘The text calls for an “end co me- 
dia and military campaigns ... the 
pursuit of dialogue without precon- 
ditions in the framework of mutual 
recognition" and "the judgment of 


war criminals,” Mussa said. 

It was signed by a prominent 
scholar representing the Islamic 
courts, Ali Mohammed Ibrahim, 
and Somali Foreign Minister Ab- 
dullah al-Sheikh Ismail 

The meeting came after both 
sides held separate consultations 
with Arab  officials—including 
Mussa—as well as Sudanese 
President Omar al-Beshis, who 
holds the rotating chair of the 
pan-Arab body. AFP 


US gets access to bank records 


‘WASHINGTON—THE BUSH AD- 
ministration has been quietly 
tracking people suspected of 
“bankrolling terrorism through a 
“secret program that gives the US 
government access to a massive. 
“data base of international finan- 
“cial transactions. 

‘Treasury Department officials 
said they used broad subpoenas 
to collect the financial records 
from an international system 
known as Swift. Stuart Levey, 
‘Treasury's undersecretary for t 
rorism and financial intelligence, 
called the subpoenas “a legal and 
proper use of our authorities.” 

"Since immediately following 
9/11, the American government has 
taken every legal measure to prevent 
another attack on our country” 
Dana Perino, deputy White House 


press secretary, said. “One of the 
most important tools in the fight 
against terror is our ability to choke 
off funds for the terrorists." 

Under the program, US coun- 
terterrorism analysts could query 
‘Swifts financial data base looking 
for information on activities by sus- 
pected terrorists as part of specific 
terrorism investigations, a Trea- 
sury Department official said. They 
would do so by plugging in a name 
or names, the official said. 

‘The program involved both the 
CIA and the Treasury Deparment. 

Swift, or the Society for World- 
wide "Interbank — Financial 
‘Telecommunication, is a coopera- 
tive based in Belgium that han- 
dles financial message traffic 
from 7,800 financial institutions 
in more than 200 countries. 


‘The service, which routes more 
than 11 million messages each 
day, mostly captures information 
on wire transfers and other meth- 
ods of moving money in and out 
of the United States. It doesn’t ex- 
ecute these money transfers. The 
service generally doesn’t detect 
private, individual transactions 
in the United States, such as with- 
drawals from an ATM or bank de- 
posits. It is aimed mostly at inter- 
national transfers. 

‘The administration defended 
use of the program, saying it 
plays a vital role in its efforts to 
identify terrorist financiers. 

“Our subpoena of terrorist-elat- 
ced records from Swift has provided 
us with a unique and powerful 
window into the operations of ter- 
rorist networks,” Levey said. АР 


were prepared to use the nation’s 
missile defense system if needed. 
Asked under what circum- 
stances it would be used against a 
North Korean missile, Defense Sec- 
retary Donald H. Rumsfeld said 
Thursday “The president would 
make a decision with respect to the 
nature of the launch, whether it 
was threatening to the territory of 
the United States or not, and the 
likely threat that it would pose.” 
Rumsfeld expressed no sense of 
alarm about the missile situation. 
“It’s clear: All the intelligence sug- 
gests they have been making 


preparations for a launch of a mis- 
sile from the area of Taepo Dong 
for some days now. There's a lot we 
know and a lot we don't know. So 
‘well just have to see." 

The US missile defense program 
is a downscaled land-and-sea ver- 
sion of a global defense network 
first proposed by Reagan that was 
dubbed "Star Wars” by critics. In- 
terceptor missiles—linked to a net- 
work of satellites, radar, computers 
and command centers—are de- 
signed to strike and destroy incom- 
ing ballistic missiles. 

The Pentagon says the system 


is capable of defending against а 
limited number of missiles in an 
emergency—such as a North Ko- 
rean attack. More than $100 bil- 
lion (euro80 billion) has been 
spenton the program since 1983, 
including $7.8 billion (euro6.2 
billion) authorized for the cur- 
rent fiscal year. 

In the most recent test, a Navy 
ship late last month successfully 
shot down a long-range missile in. 
its final seconds of flight. Beforea 
successful test in the Pacific in De- 
cember 2005, interceptor tests 
had failed five of 11 times. AP 


Cell phone users may draw lightning 


LONDON—PEOPLE SHOULD NOT 
use mobile phones outdoors during 
thunderstorms because of the risk 
of being struck by lightning, doctors 
said on Friday. 

They reported the case of a 15- 
year-old giri who was using her 
phone in a park when she was hit 
during a storm. Although she was 
revived, she suffered persistent 
health problems and was using a 
wheelchair a year after the accident. 

"This rare phenomenon is a 
public health issue, and education 
is necessary to highlight the risk of 


Brazil’s Varig 
airline fights 
for survival 


RIO DE JANEIRO, BRAZIL—THE 
survival of Brazil's flagship airline 
Varig is on the line as a group of 
employees scramble to raise 
enough money fora first payment 
оп the carrier, which faces liqui- 
dation if the money isn't paid ог 
another suitor doesn't emerge. 

The workers’ group, TGV, faces 
a Friday deadline to make the 
USS75 million (euroS9.6 mil- 
lion) payment, but acknowl- 
edged it may not be able to come 
up with the cash. 

Meanwhile, Varig continued to 
strand passengers in Brazil and 
abroad on Thursday By the after- 
noon it had canceled 118 of its 
189 flights, Brazil's National Civil 
Aviation Authority said. 

Other domestic and interna 
tional airlines geared up to take 
over Varig's routes if the company 
is broken up, but there could be 
an incredible crush of people try- 
ing to get back to Brazil if the саг- 
riers can't meet the demand. 

Thursday night, officials an- 
mounced that there are 28,000 
people abroad who have tickets 
to fly to Brazil on the airline be- 
tween this week and June 30. 
Thirteen thousand of them are in 
Europe, many of them Brazilians 
in Germany for the World Cup. 

But the authorities insisted 
that some airlines were abiding 
with government pleas to honor 
Varig tickets, making it possible 
for Brazilians who got stuck over- 
seas to get home—despite delays 
sometimes lasting days. 

"Tm not minimizing the has- 
sles for the passengers, but in the 
context of an emergency plan, 1 
think itis a success,” said Milton 
Zuanazzi, the aviation authority's 
general director. АР 


FLOWER CARPET 


using mobile phones outdoors dur- 
ing stormy weather to prevent fu- 
ture fatal consequences from light- 
ing strike injuries," said Swinda Es- 
prit, a doctor at Northwick Park 
Hospital in England, 

Esprit and other doctors at the 
hospital added ina letter to the 
British Medical Journal that usually 
when someone is struck by light- 
ning, the high resistance ofthe skin 
conduets the flash over the body in 
what is known аз а flashover. 

Butifa metal object, such as a 
phone, is in contact with the skin 


FAN DANCER — 


it disrupts the flashover and in- 
creases the odds of internal in- 
juries and death. 

“The doctors added that three fa- 
tal cases of lightning striking people 
while using mobile phones have 
been reported in newspapers in 
China, South Korea and Malaysia. 

“The Australian Lightning Pro- 
tection Standard recommends 
that metallic objects, including 
cordless or mobile phones, 
should not be used (or carried) 
outdoors during a thunder- 
storm, Espritadded. Reuters 


A performer dances with a fan at a ceremony to start the fourth 
Beijing Olympic arts festival near the Chinese Wall at Badaling 


June 23. 


Reuters 


Japan court rejects 
suit on war shrine 


TOKYO—JAPANS SUPREME 
Court refused Friday to award 
damages to criticsof Prime Minis- 
ter Junichiro Koizumi's visits to a 
war shrine in its first ruling on the 
controversy that has set off ten- 
sions in East Asia. 

Japan's top court said the plain 
tiffs had no grounds to deserve com- 
pensation for Koizumis pilgrimages 
to Yasukuni shrine, which honors 2.5 
million war dead induding 14 top. 
World War II war criminals. 

Koizumi, who will step down in 
September, has gone to the shrine 
five times since taking office in 
2001, infuriating China and South 
Korea which have refused one-on- 
one talks with him asa result. 

In Fridays case, some 200 
Japanese critics had sought a sym- 
bolic 10,000 yen ($87) each fromthe 
govemment for “mental anguish” 
caused by Koizumis 2001 visit. 

‘The plaintiffs, who included rel- 


atives of war dead, Buddhists and 
Christians, also argued that the pil- 
grimage to the Shinto shrine vio- 
lated Japan's constitutional sepa- 
ration of religion and state. 

But a unanimous fourjudge 
bench led by Judge Isao Imai re- 
fused to rule on the constitutionali- 
ty of the visits and said the plaintiffs 
had no reason to be compensated. 

“Visiting a shrine cannot by its 
nature pressure or interfere on 
other people's religious life,” the 
ruling said. 

"Therefore, even if people visit a 
particular shrine and it hurts other 
people's religious feelings or makes 
them feel unpleasant, it cannot be 
seen as damage to the plaintiffs in- 
terests and they cannot seek com- 
pensation automatically. 

"There is no difference in a vis- 
it to Yasukuni shrine by a man 
with the position of prime minis- 
ter,” he wrote. 


‘Aman works on an intricate flower carpet in the town of La Orotava, Spain, June 22, part of Corpus. 


Christi celebrations. 
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Yaps shine as Giants 
trim Aces' series lead 


By ‘Navarro was not only a shift of зо 10, Hugnatan 8, Dela Cruz 

uh omentum оће б.  UMETMONON unr em met, 
ROGER YAP WAS THE MISSING LINK PURE- as anti pm asa "tetra orm 
foods has been looking for in the series. emos Cup Finals  _YSSenMiguelBeer some Y 


2 835 p.m.— Purefoods 5 > * 
Out of his element the past two thoughts about him." which Gregorio and e Nake веша. E A 
games, Yap was the glue that kept 1п the second game, Red Bull Ùe Giants won by = иан ш 4 d 02 084 i А d 
the Giants together this time for an took a 2-1 series lead over San Gawing out of a 02 2 1, Иша 14, Pollen 1 2 
82-79 win over the Alaska Aces п Miguel, bucking Danny Seigles 37- М0. а мелте or pcne Ls 
Game 3 of the PBA Philippine Cup point explosion to forge a 99-95 vic- 2 l, Valenzuela 4, Мше: p 
Semifinals st night ate Aranea ty Fit ane Foner MEGA SALE! 
Coliseum. Roger Yap's floater coupled with PUREFOODS €2—Yap R 19, Yap 15, i SAN ki MCA З обаа on June 30, 2006 - STARTS AT 8:30A.M. SHARP 
“The veteran playmaker who only а pairoffreethrowstied the countat LUPUS amend, SmPmgis4, Ti Ridonso 13, Gone 1, ofa 9 Ra 
averaged five pointsin Games land 74 before James Yap hit a three. 5887584 Ven 4. Artadi 2. Caso 0. kr рашат, 
2, tallied a game-high 19 points, his pointer that gave the Giants thelead ALASKA T9—Cortez 18, Belasco 17, Caria- ERRICHTEN 
highest output in the last four sea- for good. 
sons, and conspired with James Yap Nic Belasco sank his charities af- ир * e e—M M T сэу cemere vor cmm 
as the Giants cut the series deficit to ter getting a foul from Kerby Ray- 
12. mundo but James Yap nailed a 21- # 
“I think they (Aces) don’t respect footer and Roger Yap swiped ће | " 
Roger,” said Purefoods coach leather from а driving Mike Cortez s 
Ryan Gregorio. “They were to almost seal the win for coach | q i à 
not guarding him. Now, "9 Ryan Gregorio. SSS 
they will have second — “James made a huge sacrifice in MIAMI * SAN FRANCISCO ө LOS ANGELES 
„м, V the first three quarters,” said Gre- n 
gorio. "He played decoy and when 
Ўр, winning time came, he knew 
(Zi: when to take those shots." 
As the Alaska de- 
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FROM JUNE 22 - JULY 09, 20 


pump 
Maior Aes - Mania - 5 - Саноат Mamia РЕТ. SIORSS. Rustan's: Alabang Town Center = Harrison Plaza 


м Э - Tower. SM. Cagayan de Oro «Cebu «Cut ‘avec Мака «Mall ot Аша = ме Bacolod = Festival» Galera « Manila» Pioneer 
runic i n dpt na esa алата. Market Mariel « Meiro Gaisano Cebu » QUTLET STORES: SM Sia, Mess » Robinsons Slams + Riverbanks Par OTLANCR permit #1806, Sve of 200 


offa phalanx of Alaska big men. ‘AUGUST OELACRUZ 


NCAA kicks off 
today; Baculi 

. inde endence 
bolts Dolp hins бе ee act Deals! 


With These 


GAMES TODAY (Araneta Coliseum) Valenzona of San Sebastian. 
T2 moon Opening Ceremonies Calilan, who was part of the ` 
2pm—St Benlidevs Letan (Srs) school’s las championship in 
4pm—Manuavs PCU (Srs) 1972, didnt offer an explanation. 
6 pm—San Sebastian vs UPHO (Srs) He was replaced Ariel ia, 
8 p.m—Jose Rizal vs San Bada (Srs) а former member of the Talk N 
"Tex coaching staff in the PBA. 
By Marc Anthony Reyes Valenzona has since given up 
the reins to his son Raymund. 
TOP AMATEUR AND COLLE- Eight teams see action after 
giate coach June! Baculi bolted the lunchtime opening ceremony 
the Philippine Christian Universi- with the Knights expected to 
ty on Thursday rocking. the come out strong in their quest for 
NCAA men’s basketball hours be- back-to-back championshi 
fore 1t unveils is 2nd seasonat Sen. Sebastian colldes with TR SREDOM nns _ 
the Araneta Coliseum today University of Perpetual Help Sys- 
League officials refused to give tem-Dalıa at 6 р, while Jose & = The Freedom, iude: 
details, although they promised Rizal U meets m Bedaat8 p.m. NISSAN X-TRAIL 200K/250K MORTGAGE plus FREE 3-YEAR LTO REGISTRATION: 
to issue a formal statement just — With the theme "Proud and - 24-morihs, Zero interest Freedom Package applicable то Senta 1.3 АЛ, Sera 
before defending champion Le- True at 82: Blazing Beyond Lim- у 16 Cara, JCIRAL and Serena. 
tran and host St. Benilde open іу, the season will be ushered in - ы 
hostiles at2 p.m. by keynote speaker Jose “Peping” ваю сте заса 
Baculi steered the Dolphins to Cojuangco, president of the 
a runner-up finish last year after Philippine Olympic Committee, 
they set a milestone for winning Special guests include Philip- 
the 2004 ttle through the efforts pine Sports Commission chair 
ofcoach Ato Tolentino and prized William “Butch” Ramirez and NISSAN 
forward Gabby Espinas. Presidential Adviser on Youth and 
POU will now enter the 4pm. Spons Ali Atienza, and members ae - 
tussle against Mapua without a of the NCAA policy board headed Missan Gallery Quezon Ave. Mantrado Development Co 
head coach, although assistant Бу Bro. Dodo Femandez, FSC. | NISSAN MOTOR Tauaana ten go ass Й огонь - 
coach Joel Dualan is expected to. “We've been waiting for this | ~ КЕНЕ СЫ = : Fer dT an, E 
call the shots temporarily. opportunity to host the NCAA, FILIPPINE, INC. pr rn : TEM E AN Fae mmy 
‘Bacull was the third coach 0 that’s why we really prepared | wwe nissan com ph gr E 
have jumped ship before the sea- hard for the opening,” said Man- 
son began, following Cris Callan agement Commitee chair Bemie 
of Jose Rizal University and Turo Atienza of St. Benilde. 


Promo duration: June 7 to June 30, 2006 + Ай tnanong packages subject to bank approval Per DT-Ragion МА Perit No. 06-080, Series o 200. 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


SPORTS 


PFF told: Explain how P88M was spent 


By Musong R. Castillo. 


THE NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION FOOT- 
ball Association, in trying to exercise its 
rights as a stockholder of the Philippine 
Football Federation, has again been pre- 
vented from finding out where an P88 mil- 
lion budget from Fifa, the world football 
body, has gone. 

An accountant accompanied by NCRFA 
officials yesterday failed to enter the PFF 
offices at the PhilSports Complex in Pasig 
after the federation declared a "holiday" 
fof its employees for the day. 

*The NCRFA had written the PFF a letter 


dated June 15, informing the federation of 
its desire to have the financial records au- 

оп suspicion of anomalous transac- 
tions entered into by the PFF in the last 
three years. 

NCRFA representatives Mon Jose, Rob- 
bie Sandejas and auditor Bonifacio Sania- 
go were ай informed by Ultra security per- 
sonnel of the "holiday" declared by РЕР 
secretary Jennifer Hernandez on Thursday. 

Security guard Ruby Aducot said Her- 
nandez did not give a reason for the holiday. 

The Iqumen tried to get the side of PFF 
president Johnny Romualdez and the as- 
sociation’s public relations man, Ed For- 


moso, through text messages that were left 
unanswered. 

The Ingunen, though, learned that Ro- 
mualdez rejected the NCRFA request on 
June 21, citing the absence of a valid rea- 
son to have the books opened. 

But NCRFA president Jose Vito Bor- 
romeo argued that being "stockholders of 
the PFE we are entitled to see the books 
anytime we wish.” 

Borromeo, who has been at odds with 
Romualdez, said that his association's sus- 
picions started after the Feb. 25 football 
congress in Пойо where ће РЕР declared 
expenses amounting to a combined P88 


million from 2003 to last year. 

"We are just wondering how ай the mon- 
ey was spent," Borromeo told the INQUIRER 
in a telephone interview. “We just want the 
truth, And if the PFF is not hiding anything, 
then why not let the auditor do his job and 
make everyone see (the books)?” 

Borromeo also said that the develop- 
ment yesterday has left him, and 50 per- 
cent of the 28 football associations under 
the РЕР umbrella—which he daims are 
backing the NCRFA—with no other option 
but to seek the intervention ofthe courts. 

“tt (audit) is our right because we are 
incorporators of the PFE” Borromeo said. 


Suico fighting 
for world title 


Amonsot sees action on July 2 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


CEBU CITY—WORLD-RANKED RANDY SUICO, 
originally scheduled to see action in the 
Manny Pacquiao-Oscar Larios undercard, 
has been chosen to challenge World Boxing 
Association lightweight champion Juan Di- 
az on July 15 at the MGM Grand Hotel and 
Casino in Las Vegas. 

Suico, currently training in Tokyo for the 
July 2 fight at the Big Dome, will have to get 
back to the country on Sunday to work out his 
Visa requirements in time for the July 15 
world title break, said Rex "Wakee" Salud, an 
associate of Suico's Japanese manager Joe 
Koizumi. 


Set to replace Suico in the “Mano-A-Mano” 
card is the equally popular Czar Amonsot, 
who holds the WBO Asia Pacific super-feath- 
erweight crown. Amonsot takes on Mexican 
Silverio Ortiz in a 10-round non-title bout. 

Cebuano boxing patron Antonio Aldeguer 
yesterday confirmed that Amonsot would be 
replacing Suico. 

‘Amonsot (16-1-1, 10 KOs), who is fresh off 
two major victories in Las Vegas, will add lus- 
ter to the Pacquiao-Larios encounter. 

Salud, who is arranging the lineup of big 
card at the Araneta Coliseum, has also con- 
firmed Amonsot’s participation, indicating 
that the Tagbilaran City fighter will be a big 
plus for the boxing extravaganza. 


ABLE REPLACEMENT: WBO Asia Pacific super-featherweight 
champion Czar Amonsot works out in Cebu City. cow reorouam BAAN 


Xavier, Ateneo dispute Adidas futsal lead 


ITWILLBE A CLASH OF TITANS WHEN XAVIER Alum- 
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cia лелсодапзоыа ылай 


Asi, RenRen, 
Alapag can't go 
to Jones Cup 


IT'S BEEN A BUSY, 
most _ interesting 
week for me. I had 
the opportunity to 
meet and have a 
long chat with 
sports-showbiz cou- 
ple James Yap and 
Kris Aquino who, I 
discovered, are both 
very easy to like; I 
got the chance tosit Beth Celis 
down with Weleoat ——————— 
owners Terry Que and Raymond Yu to dis- 
cuss their “wish list; I got to interview Ate- 
тео head coach Norman Black and team 
manager Paolo Trillo regarding the Ateneo 
Blue Eagles’ preparations for the 2006 
ЧААР season; I got to attend Harbour Cen- 
тез extended victory celebration twice; and 
Thad a long talk with PBA vice chair Ricky 
Vargas on his team’s rehab plans for the 
2006.07 PBA season. 

Gosh, I almost forgot. 1 also had the 
chance to revisit Eugene Tejada at the 
‘Makati Medical Center (he said he was still 
feeling “the same” Jand say “ciao” to his 
agent Bobby Rius, who was retuming to 
San Francisco that дау. Plus, Thad a short in- 
terview with Purefoods cager and MVP as- 
pirant Kerby Raymundo about his team's 
chances of making the finals despite trailing 
Alaska, 0-2, in the ongoing PBA Philippine 
Cup best-of-seven semifinal series. 


IN HUDDLE 


Like teammate James Yap, Kerby is 
confident that the Giants would get back 
оп track in Game 3 (yesterday). 

“We just have to make minor adjust- 
ments. We studied the videotapes of 
Games One and Two and have realized 
that our mistakes are basic, madaling 
maitama,” Kerby said. 

Both he and James agree that the long 
layoff may have also contributed to the 
Giants’ lethargy. 

“Nagka-inertia. But after two games, 
tanggal na ang kalawang,” James said. 

James and Kerby are No. 1 and No. 3, 
respectively in the MVP statistical race af- 
ter the quarterfinals. Red Bull's Enrico Vil- 


sored by Adidas and held in cooperation with the Na- 
tional Capital Region Football Association (САРА). 
‘The co-leaders collide at 3 p.m., right after the 2 p.m. 
match between Los Borrachos and Union FC, which. 
both tote 1-0 cards in men's 2nd Division-B. 
AFP Selection (0-1) and Marines (0-1) clash at 4 
pm, each hoping to make it to the win column. 


650 tests the mettle of Vintage FC with the former La lanueva is in second place, Ginebra's Mark 
Salle collegiate stars gunning for their third victory in Caguioa No. 4 and Lordy Tugade No. 5. 
four stars. Vintage is looking to improve its 1-1 mark. p 
Air Force, the solo leader in men's 1st Division witha Because of his team’s dismal perfor- 
2.0 card, battles Navy (0-1-1) at 6 pm., while Pasargad mance this conference, TNT's Ricky Vargas 
and the coaching staff have drafted an in- 


ni Football Club and the Ateneo booters dispute the solo 
lead in men’s 2nd Division-A at the resumption of the 
2006 Adidas Futsal Championship today at the ЕМАС 
Gym in La Salle Green Hills in Mandaluyong City. 
Xavier and Ateneo share the lead with two wins 
apiece, although Xavier has the edge in goal difference 


2 going into the fourth week of this tournament spon- 


Inthe lone women’s game slated at 4 p.m., Archers 


(0-1-2) and Kaya FC (1-1) cap the hostilities at 7 p.m. 
“The tournament moves to the Adidas SportsKamp to- | 
‘morrow with another heavy, seven-game schedule. 


Figueroa takes Spring, Tagaytay cagers advance 


recurve crown; 
Tabanag scores 


OLONGAPO CITY—ATHENS OLYMPIAN JASMIN 
Figueroa flashed her old deadly form to emerge 
ag national target archery champion for the sec- 
ond straight year Thursday in the Philippine 
Olympic Festivals archery event at the Subic Вау 
Freeport Football field here. 

"Tim overjoyed, although I initially felt a bit 
nervous," said the 20-year-old Figueroa after 
Keeping the women’s recurve title by beating 
newcomer Emily Mae Yap of Cebu, 98 points to 
$9, in the Olympic round finals. 

}+Ваеһее Anne Cabral, 23rd SEAG bronze 
Tiiedalis, finished third. 

2, Four-year-old Jamaila Mikhail Е Inductivo, the 
youngest archer in NAAP's 45-year-history 
‘copped two golds for winning the qualifying and 
Olympic Rounds. Inductivo topped the novice 
class with 63 points. 

‘Veteran Joann Tabanag ruled the adult com- 
pound over Jennifer Chan via a tiebreak after the 
‘nyo had finished with identical 108 points. 
2Тһе other winners were Janet Bermas (81 
points), Leina May Bolina (103), Lourdes May 
Bellona (79) and Ana Mariel Inton (96) in the Fi- 
{8 competitive, junior standard and Cadet divi- 
sins, respectively. 


Dimakiling tops chess tilt 
TAGAYTAY CITY—INTERNATIONAL MASTER OLIVER. 
Отакі bucked a sluggish start then got lucky in 
the tiebreak to rule the 2006 National Chess Open 
Bitz Championship Thursday at the Tagaytay interna- 
бола! Convention Center. The 2005 Southeast Asian 
‘@}mes double silver medalist halved the point with. 
{М Richard Bitoon in the 11th round to amass 8.5. 
paints. He actually finished tied with Bitoon and fellow 
{М Ronald Dableo. Dimakiling, however, registered 
süperior tiebreak points (54.25 Sonnen Burger) to top 
the meet organzed by the National Chess Federation 
ofthe Pniippine as part ofthe inaugural staging of 
the Phillopne Olympic Festival. In dose second was 


SPRING COOKING OIL-PARANAQUE 
and Batang Tagaytay triumphed anew 
‘Thursday to storm into the national 
crossover semifinals of the Guerrero 
Brandy-NBC basketball championship. 
The Cooking Oil Masters of NBC pres- 
ident Nathaniel "Tac" Padilla and Vice 
Mayor Anjo Yilana outlasted the Pan- 
gasinan Hundred Islands, 73-65, at the 
Lyceum gym while the Tagaytay cagers 
of NBC executive vice president and 
Mayor Bambol Tolentino overpowered 
Bacchus/Harbour Centre-Manila, 92- 
87, before a huge crowd at Tagaytay’ In- 
ternational Convention Center. 


Nani Epondulan poured in 25 points 

but it was Larry Rodriguezs fourth-quar- 

ter heroics that enabled the Cooking Oil 

Masters to sweep the series with Pan- 
in the tournament. 

With the Pangasinenses leading 60- 
56, early in the final period, Rodriguez 
ignked а 140 run to help Spring- 
Parafiaque pull away, 70-60, going into 
the last two minutes. 

‘Arden Guiyab and Nino Marquez 
combined for 53 points to propel Tagay- 
tay to victory at home. 


Morante 6, Manvel 6, Capobes б, Yambao 6, Yee 5, 
Ortiguera 4, De Castro 2, Soriano 2, Ingo 1, Reyes 
0, Тогоо 0. Bamson 0, Lazaro 0. 

PANGASINAN 65—Aaman 19, Agno 13, 
Lopez 11, Tolenino 9, Tiongson 4, Yambao 4, 
Bares 3 koo 2, Rutz 0. 

Quarters: 19:23, 44-42, 56-55, 73-65 

TAGAYTAY 92—Guiyab 30, Marquez 23, Robil- 
los 12, endo 5, Finutar 5, Caceres 5, Mendoza 4, 
Reyes 4, Mala 

BACCHUSHARBOUR 87-—Beunale 23, Cuevas 
12, Coydarg 12, Rega 11, Membrere 7, Reroma 
7. Gamboa 7. Aquino 3, Sa Caz 3, Hardin 2. 

Quarters 35:29, 51-41, 7347, 92-87 


NBC Selection 


to 


defend title in 


e tain mace з 


Thai Prince Cup 


THE NATIONAL BASKETBALL CONFERENCE 
(NBC) Selection will go all out to defend its tide 
when it competes in the 10th Crown Prince Сир 
invitational basketball tournament in Songkha, 
Thailand, on June 26 to July 2. 

Backed by Spring Cooking Oil, the team will 
be bannered by NBC's outstanding players. 

Five Spring mainstays—pre-season MVP Mar- 
Jon Yambao, Mar Reyes, Danny Capobres, Larry 
Rodriguez and Marvin Ortiguerra—join lliganis 
Marlon Kalaw and Ronnie Matias, Toyota-lioilo's 
Eidrin Senierez and Ozamiz Сопаз Gerry Cavan 
and Boyet Guerrero in the squad. 


AND THEY'RE OFF: Hundreds of runners answer the starting gun in. 
the Olympic Day Run at the Adidas SportsKamp at The Fort in Taguig 
City recently. Cresencio Sabal of the Philippine Army clocked 33 
minutes and 47 seconds to rule the 10К competition of the event, 
which was part of the just concluded Philippine Olympic Festival. The 
age-group champions were Aljean Diente and Macrose Dichoso (18 
and under); Gerald Sabal and Mirasol Abad (19 to 25); Roger Sawin- 


teams 
South 


Spring-Parafiaque mentor Efren "Yong" Garcia 

will handle the team together with ligan’s Jun 

Longalong and Ozamizs Albert Calvo. 
Challenging the Filipinos are the national 


of Thailand and Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Korea's top collegiate team and three club 


teams from India and Japan. 


tensive training program for the Phone Pals 
during the offseason, 

On July 12, the team will fly to Los Ange- 
les to compete in a summer league which 
will include a strong squad from China. 
From there, the team will undergo special 
training under American experts. 

The Phone Pals will be out of the country 
from July 12 up to the first week of August. 
‘The conflict in schedule will not allow the 
three national cagers—Asi Taulava, Jimmy 
Alapag and RenRen Ritualo—to join the RP 
team in the Jones Cup and the Sultan's Cup 
in Brunei, which means coach Chot Reyes 
will have to make some adjustments. 

“Ош schedules have been firmed up way 
before we were informed about these over- 
seas toumaments. Меме booked for air 
travel, lodgings and have paid the fees," ex- 
plained Ricky. 

Welcoat's Terry Que made a rare ap- 
pearance with partner Raymond Yu and 
Harbour Centre's Mikee Romero at the 
PSA Forum last Tuesday, and to every- 
‘one’s delight, the mike-shy team owner 
even spoke a few words to the audience 
who wanted to know if Welcoat was 
ready for the PBA. 

“Handang-handa nal” Terry uttered. 
Behind the microphone, he was stingy 
with words. 

Later over lunch, Terry said that minus 
the mike, he was not that shy. 

“The truth is, we are not really that 
ready yet, if we're talking about the lineup. 
We're still wracking our brains on how we 
сап form a respectable team," Terry said. 

He and Raymond's greatest fear is that 
the Paintmasters might get clobbered ev- 
ery game. Welcoat was allowed to elevate 
three players from their amateur team. 
‘The teams are protecting 10 players to 
give way to the expansion draft. 

If they had a choice, Terry and Ray- 
mond would like to form their PBA squad 
around the Welcoat cagers who are now 
in the PBA. These are: James Yap, Rom- 
mel Adducul, Yancy de Ocampo, Don Al- 
lado, RenRen Ritualo, Marc Pingris, Celi- 
no Cruz, Earvin Soto, Willie Wilson, Nel- 
bert Omolon and Ronald Tubid. 

"That's our wish list,” chorused Ray- 


Boon (51.25 SB) while Dableo settled for third 


ay and Genevieve de la Pena (26 to 35); Reynaldo de los Reyes and 
(48 50 58). Dimakiing won the P10,000 top prize. 


Delma Ocariza (36 to 45) and Diosdado Labardor (46 to 55). 


mond and Terry. 


Last year, the NBC Selection coached by Jun 
Noel, Al Solis and Vie Sanchez swept the crown. 


Tougher San Mig Light Enduro race slated 


SAVING ITS BEST FOR LAST, THE EN- 
duro San Mig Light Adventure Series 2006 
draws to а close on July 7 and 8 with the 
concluding leg in Metro Manila. 

"The series wound up Из final provincial 
orties in Davao City on June 10 after hold- 
ing the races in Cebu City on May 27. 

Eduro organizers said the racers in 
Metro Manila will have to beat the trafic 
and pollution while vying for top honors in 


the gruelling leg. 

San Mig Light, the biggest supporter ad- 
venture racing in the country, is inviting 
race enthusiasts and sports aficionados to 
take part in the annual endurance event. 

"Two categories will be staged on sepa- 
rate dates. The championship in the 24- 
hour elite category event, to be flagged off 
оп July 7, will be disputed by hard-core 
athletes and professional adventure racers. 


‘The champion will receive P75,000 while 
the runner-up gets P30,000. 

"The Novice Category, which will be held 
the next day is expected to be just as excit- 
ing with the champion taking home 
P15,000 and the second placer P10,000. 

“The Manila leg will definitely be more 
exhilarating than the first two legs of this 
race,” race director Rene "Neyney" Gue- 
чата said, “The race will be filled with 


variations and surprises that would make 
the trials more thrilling than the next." 

"The novice race will test the skills of 
yuppies, weekend warriors, students and 
Outdoor adventure enthusiasts in a lung- 
busting four- to six-hour race. 

Interested participants may call the En- 
duro hotline at (632) 414-1489 or log on 
to wwwsanmiglightcom.ph for race de- 
tails 


Devance did not snub RP 


team, says Toyota Otis 

FILAM JOE DEVANCE WASNT REMISS ABOUT HIS 
national team dutes. Toyota Otis team owner GII An- 
els cand yesterday that Devance tended to suit 
Uplor te RP вап, but had to fy baok to the United 
States attend to his ойто mother "He had to go 
ome as soon as possible becauso his mother wi be 
undergoing open heat surgery.” sad Angeles Ho laft 
‘on June 20. Coach Chot Reyes invited Devance, the 
Philippine Basketball League's MVP, to ba part of the 
national pol that wl compete in the Jonas Cup on 
July 8-16 in Taiwan. But earl reports claimed De- 
vance left for Texas alter Toyota Otis lost to Harbour 
Contre in the PBL Ше series. Jasmine W. Payo 
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Adamson 
tests mettle 
of Lyceum 


ADAMSON, ALREADY ASSURED OF A PLAYOFFS BERTH, GETS TO 
sharpen its skills against pesky spoiler Lyceum today in the penul- 
timate semifinal date of the Shakey’s V-League at the Blue Eagle 
Gym. 

The Lady Falcons 
downed San Sebastian 
last Wednesday to as- 
sure themselves of a 
Tubber-mateh for the 
ast finals slot. But they 
can still make it out- 
right depending on the 
lady Stags perfor- 
mance versus Far East- 
em in the last semis 
day on Monday 

‘At any rate, Adam- 
son hopes to escape Lyceum’ freak 


Roberto, T'pinco bow out 


LORA ROBERTO AND ANYA TAN- 
pinco failed to sustain their fine 
form in morning play and were 
eliminated from the 106th National 
‘Amateur Golf Championships of the 
‘Women’s Westem Golf Association 
їп Bluefield, Virginia, Thursday. 
Roberto lost, 5 and 4, to Adrienne 
Millican of North Carolina in the 


winning streak as the 
lady Pirates, though 
‘out ofcontention, have 
S. Sebastian 8 m EE 

um 7 against 
m 5 teams like La Salle and 

camestopay ` San Sebastian. 
(Blue Eagle Gym) la Salle will once 
12noon-Adamson 2801 Gy different 
vs Lycoum combinations when it 
takes on also-ran Far 

—FEU vs DLSU, 

Zend. Fasem in the other 


STANDINGS W 
LaSalle 11 
Adamson 9 


game. 
The Lady Archers have wagered 


Last-16 matches after disposing of 
Frederique Bruell of Ohio, 3 and 2, 
in the morning battles among the 
top 32 survivors of the first round, 
Tanpinco advanced to the last 32 
after beating Marianne Towersey of 
Pebble Beach, 2 and 1, but was 
humbled, 7 and 5, by Morgan Olds 
of Connecticut in the upper bracket. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER en 


SPORTS 


THEY maybe out of the running, but the Lyceum Lady Pirates’ 
(center) fighting spirit remains as strong as ever. 


their once immaculate record twice 
in a row, hoping to gain more flexi 
bility and depth for the best-of three 
championship series. 

La Salle is also expected to give 
Thai import Jindarat Kanchana 
enough rest and allow its local 


lineup to step up. 

Kanchana, the backbone of La 
Salle's offense, is nursing a knee 
injury after a grueling match-up 
with fellow Thai reinforcement 
Jalernsri Boulee of San Sebastian 
last week. Marc Anthony Reyes 


Burlington’ 


PHILIPPINE CUP 


Tre nanona снмғомене 2006 


Knicks fire Brown as coach, 
hire Thomas as replacement 


NEW YORK — THE NEW YORK 
Knicks put Larry Brown out of his 
coaching misery on Thursday, 
ending weeks of uncertainty Бу 
firing the Hall of Fame coach with 
four years and a reported $40 
million (euro32 million) left on 
his contract. 

President and general manager 


Isiah Thomas will replace Brown as? 
coach. € 

In Brown's lone season in New, 
York, the Knicks stumbled to a 23-5 
59 record — second worst in the‘ 
МВА and matching the most lossesi 
in club history — while Brown pubs 
Вау feuded with Stephon Marburg: 
and other players. 


FEELTHE 


Ground DIFFERENCE! 


CAR AUDIO SYSTEM 


M de AMPLIFIER Se 
AMPLIFIER 4 chanmas x50 120087 C2054 
mura 
BoomBox 
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кє: CROSSOVER -SEPERATES 


4WOOFER I1 S TWEETER! 1208 CROSSOVER. 
SE MOSER] 13. MEETER? 1298 CROSSOVER 
BE WOOFERI LS TWEETER! 208 CROSSOVER 


AVAILABLE 
IN LEADING CAR 
ACCESSORIES SHOP 
NATIONWIDE 


567-А G Araneta Ave.. Q.C. 
Ты. Nos.: 7122312. 712-2608; 741.2616 
Fax: (632) 741-8259 + E-mail: ebost@into.com.ph 


SPORTSWATCH 
Bosconian Golf Cup 


THE 1ST BOSCONIAN GOODWILL GOLF CUP. AN 
48-hole tournament open to all Don Bosco alumni 
and ther friends, will be held on June 28 at The Or- 
chard Golf & Country Club in Dasmariñas, Cavite. The 
tournamentis hosted by the Don Bosco Mandaluy- 
‘ong High School Batch '82, sponsored by Shakey's 
Pizza and supported by Citibank and Mayor Ely Pillas 
of Jala-jala, Rizal. Aside from alumni of Don Bosco 
‘Mandaluyong, Bosconians from Pampanga and 
Makati and other schools are joining the golfest. Tick- 
tts wil be available at the registration table on touma- 
‘ment date. Call event chairman Vic Gregorio at 0920- 
9136182 or event marketing manager, Dondo de la 
Vega at 0917-5357317 or Rosalie Salva at 8390158. 


Makati derby stakes P2M 


THE WIJ SPORTS AND AMUSEMENT CORP. 
presents another blockbuster cocktest at Makati Coli 
seum on July 10, 12, 15, 17, 19 and 22, the Salpukan 
Sa Taglugon 5- cock derby offering a guaranteed prize 
of P2 milion and a brand new Ford Escape. Promot- 
ers Lito Orilaza, Rudy Salud and Wiliam Co of WTJ 
pegged the entry fee at P10.000 and minimum bet at 
5,500. Sponsor is B- Meg Derby Ace. Meanwhile, 
the Pinoy Cockers Association of the Philippines 
(PCAP) CHampionship 8- cock derby fires off on 
Monday and Wednesday, June 26 and 28. For details, 
call 896 -3545 and 895-6475. 


Fastest Win event at $)С 


GUARANTEED PRIZES ARE AT STAKE TODAY 
when the Fastest Win One- Cock Ulutan unfolds at 
San Juan Coliseum beginning at 10 a.m. with Sagu- 
paan Complexor 3000 as main hacker. The fastest 
эмп champion, who will be chosen after every five 
fights, will get P15,000 while the second receives 
5,000, said promoters Sam Mendoza and Ronnie. 
Lacsina. Up next at SJC is the United Backyard Breed- 
ers Association (UBBA) 3- cock derby on July 1. For 
Inquires, call 725 -5369 and 725 -6563 or 0917 - 
8041691 (Ronnie). 


Nicklaus Int'l 
Invt'l golf slated 
at Sta. Elena 


THE LOCAL QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT FOR 
the prestigious Jack Nicklaus International Invi- 
tational in Florida tees off on July 3 at the Sta. 
Elena Golf Club in Cabuyao, Laguna. 

Organizers said players need only the receipt 
for a P3,500 purchase of Jack Nicklaus apparel or 
accessories at any Rustan's Department Store in 
Metro Manila and Cebu from May 15 to June 30 
to be able to compere in the tournament. 

‘The Intemational Invitational is scheduled in 
November at the Bears Club in Jupiter, Florida. 

Filipino golfers over 21, male or female, can 
take a crack at the international stint by winning 
the event presented by Sta. Elena in cooperation 
with Volvo for Life and primarily sponsored by 
Gulf Air, El Nido Resort and Island Transvoyager. 

Green fees, golf carts and food are free and 
each player will be given a Jack Nicklaus Imena- 
tional Invitational signature shirt 

‘The winners of the men’s and women’s divi- 
sions will be entitled to a round-trip airfare to 
Florida, as well as four days and three nights ac- 
comodation with full meals. 

The two second prize winners will get 
roundtrip tickets each to Dubai courtesy of Gulf 
Ais, while the two third placers plus a guest each 
will win a roundtrip airfare and three days and 
two nights accommodation with breakfast at the 
El Nido Resort in Palawan, 


IWistiona 


БШ! to you by: 


No minors allowed. Open to persons 18 years old and above only. Organizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age. 


Government Warning: 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


Fira WORLD CUP. 


m cemmhanv 


|» 2006 


First Round 

GROUP A 
тепе не шоп 
Germany 3 
Ecuador 3 
Poland 3 
биза 3 


England 
Sweden. 
Paraguay 
тапай & Tobago 


een 
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Argentina. 
Netherlands. 
Ivory Coast 
Serbia & Mont. 


Portugal 
Mexico 
Angola 
Iran 


в 


Maly 
Ghana 

Czech Republic 
USA 


BERLIN—THE WORLD CUP 
got its first high-profile 
casualty Thursday and its 
first surprise successes. 


‘The second-ranked Czech Republic ex- 
ited after losing its final Group E game, 2- 
0, to Italy, which won its group and ad- 
vanced. Ghana and Australia advanced 
ahead of more favored teams 

Ghana beat the United States, 21, to 
reach the second round in its first tourna- 


Italians oust 
No. 2 Czechs 


Ronaldo ties goal record; 
Australia also advances 


ment and send the No. 5 Americans home. 

Australia drew, 2-2, with 1998 semifi- 
nalist Croatia to edge its opponent for a 
round-oF 16 berth alongside defending 
champion Brazil, which beat Japan, 4-1, 
with Ronaldo scoring two goals to tie the 
tournament's all-time scoring record. 

Australia will be up against three-time 
world champion Italy in its next game in 
Kaiserslautern on Monday. Ghana will be 
in action Tuesday against Brazil in Dort- 
mund. 

In Hamburg, Italy defender Marco Mat- 
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D MESSER RES 


SUPERSTAR Ronaldo (left) scores during Brazil's round Group F World Cup 


football match against Japan. 


erazzi replaced the injured Alessandro 
Nesta in the 17th minute against the 
Czech Republic and scored nine minutes 
later. 

‘Australia, which last played at the 
World Cup in 1974 and trailed early on, 
first leveled through Craig Moore's penalty 
and then through Harry Kewell with 11 
minutes left. 


With its second-round berth already se- 
cured, Brazil fielded five reserve players 
and got goals from two of them, Juninho 
and Gilberto. 

“TPs important to have options,” Brazil 
coach Carlos Alberto Parreira said. 

But it was Ronaldo who was the star in 
Brazil's record 10th straight World Cup 


Australia 
Croatia. 
Japan 


win. 

Criticized for his weight and sluggish 
performances in early games, Ronaldo ap- 
peared close to top form. He first leveled at 
1-1 witha header a minute into first-halfin- 
jury time and scored his second goal in the 
Bist with a right footer from 20 meters. 

The first goal moved him past Pele as 
Brazil's all-time scoring leader in the com- 
petition and the second tied the record 
held by Gerd Mueller of Germany. 

‘Also, Fifa said Thursday that Brazil 
1 won't get to keep the World Cup trophy if. 
с) 07, S 3 A it wins its sixth tide in Germany. 

s Fifa communications director Markus 

Siegler denied that Brazil, or any other 
team, would get to keep one of the most 
globally recognized prizes in sport. AP 

© FIFA WORLD CUP ON SPORTPLUS 

4am—dapanvs Baal 

4pm—Crostavs Aust 
(repay tomorow @ 1 am) 

Tüpm—Sard Алба s Spain 
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‘Ukraine vs Tunisia 


AUSTRALIA'S Harry Kewell celebrates scoring his team's second goal against Croatia. 
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| aLonzo,pacouiao AND 
ROSALES. Boxing champ's 
йо fick doesn't pack as much 
wallop asit should. 


By Rito P Asilo 
“Pacquiao” 


D: Joel Lamangan 
Jericho Rosales, Bea Alonzo F RE E P R | N TS 


THE LIFE STORY OF WORLD BOXING CHAMP MANNY 
Pacquiao has the stuff that cinematic dreams are made of. on, Oa 
But, despite its unquestionably talented leads—Jericho | D 

Rosales and Bea Alonzo as the gutsy pugilist and his wife, on noaa oya iaia aber. 
Jinkee, respectively—the bio flick director Joel Lamangan 

livers doesn't pack as much wallop as it should. P Р = 
ааа н КЫС For every 25 4R pictures printed on Kodak Royal Digital Paper, get 5 4R pictures FREE. 
man's uneven film bio chronicles the life and times of the With Kodak Royal Digital Paper, enjoy sharing brighter, crisper, vivid pictures everytime. 
celebrated boxing hero. From his humble beginnings as a 
bright but poor student (played by Jiro Manio) in Min- 
danao, Manny defies poverty, a domineering mother (Ja- 
clyn Jose) and a jealous wife as he stubbornly chases after a 
dream that takes him all the way to the top of his chosen 
pes 

‘Along the way, as shown in flashbacks that trudge along 
like an uneventful boxing bout, he makes grave mistakes 
(gambling, drugs, women, bad business choices, ete.) and 
learns—and obviously earns, based on countless product 
placements in the film—from them. 

With the reliable Alonzo, who shines despite a one-note 
character, Rosales delivers а passionate performance that 
captures the spirit and spark that make Pacquiao tick. But, 
Jericho and Bea's performances are lost in the production's 
narrative clutter, and are compromised by the movie's slow 
pace, unexciting boxing matches, and a hectic story that 
‘wants to explore many things but only manages to say so 
much. 

Lamangan does make a valid case about the cautionary 
rise of boxers who, in victory, proudly swagger like invinci- 
ble warriors, only to totter like scared tots when the specter 
of defeat—and retirement—begins to haunt them. 


“Карар Tumibok ang Ризо” 

D: Wenn Deramas 

5: Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr, Ai-Ai de las Alas, Pre- 
cious Lara Quigaman 


Ly 
2 


4m 


We don't know what to make of this rom-com smorgas- 
bord: When Marco (Ramon "Bong" Revilla Jr) learns about 
the failed attempts on the life of Love (Ai-Ai de las Alas), a 
garish, foul-mouthed businesswoman who “inherited” his 
departed wife Sarah's (Miss International 2005 Precious 
Lara Quigaman) heart, he feels obligated to protect her. 

Despite strong opposition from family and friends, he 
soon finds himself drawn to the caustic, uniquely kooky 
charms of Love. But, does this unlikely couple's budding ro- 
mance stand a chance? Love does move in zany, mysterious 
ways, and, in Marco and Love's case, it really does. 

‘To be fair, some well-thought-out gags generate hearty 
chuckles ("Wowowee's" Janelle Jamer engages in a dead- 
on impersonation of Rufa Mae Quinto). But, despite a 
largely comic cast and a catchy theme song (remade with 
gusto by Toni Gonzaga and, in a more sedate version, by 
Deejay Durano), the movie is dragged down by several 
factors: Comic scenes that plateau long before they man- 
age to deliver their trite punchlines; Ai-Ai’s heavy-hand- 
ed comedy; Bong’s increasingly unbecoming paunch, 
and Bong and Ai-Af's awkward, wince-worthy romantic 
sequences. 

The movie's jarring continuity gaffes don't help, either: 
‘When Marco and Love's kids (Aaron Junatas and Kiray 
Celis, respectively) figure in a fight, they start exchanging 
blows—before they leave for school in the morning. The 
succeeding frame, however, shows Marco and Love putting 
{ astop to the kid's duel when they come home from a date in 

the evening! 

‘The production, though, has one bright spot in the per- 
son of Inah Revilla, who plays her father's daughter in che 
movie. Sure, the pretty young lass still has a lot to learn in d 
the acting department, but she exudes a refreshing pres- 
ence on the big screen—and that's more than we can say for = 
many of show biz's current pretty but bland newcomers. Suns == s 5 Por DTENCR Pormi No. 1342, Saris of 2008. 
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starlets gear up 
for stage musical 


By Nestor U. Torre. 


RCENTLY, WE HAD THE PLEA- 
sure of meeting with seven comely 
comers, TV talents who have ex- 
pressed an interest in performing 
in musical theater as well. 

The production they were au- 
ditioning for was especially big 
and significant, so interest in it 
was high. Happily, it was also 
matched by the young ladies’ 
beauty, talent, seriousness of pur- 
pose, and vivacity. 


Key role 

Jamie Joaquin appears on 
Sharon Cuneta's Sunday show оп 
Channel 2, and has sung a key 
role in a stage musical. Her dusky 
beauty and ability to express her- 
self in an involving way should 
take her far in the field of enter- 
tainment—not just here, but in- 
ternationally. 

Say Alonzo tums out to be more 
interesting and vital in person than 
she was on the first edition of 
"Pinoy Big Brother” She bills her- 
self as a natural comic, but yearns 
to tackle new challenges in drama 
and musical theater. 

Paw Diaz was our best bet on 
the Star Circle Quest edition she 
joined some seasons ago, and it's 
а delight to see that she's honed 
her talents further after that com- 
petition. Pao has the talent and 
dedication not just to achieve 
stardom, but to make her own 
unique mark in show business. 


Workshops 

Only 16 years old, Pia Romero 
has been taking performance 
workshops for five years now, so 
she's more than ready to tackle a 
wide variety of roles of increasing 
importance. 

Her younger sister, Sarah, is 
another outstanding young talent, 
with a quiet beauty that grows on 


DIAZ. Talent and dedication. 


you. Once she gets her act togeth- 
ет, she should similarly come on 
strong in the biz in years to come. 

Jenny Miller has been in show 
business for four years now, and 
her combination of beauty, talent 
and charisma should also take 
her far. She looks like a young 
Snooky Serna, but her tempera- 
ment is uniquely her own. 


Lookalike 
Finally, Glaiza de Castro has 
been described as an Angel Loc- 
sin lookalike, but she has much 
more going for her. She comes 
from a family of band singers, 
and she has show business in her 
blood. But, she's prepared to go 
even farther than her relatives 
and achieve the stellar status and 
recognition she deserves. 

‘We spent only a few hours with 
these talented young women, but 
we were impressed with their po- 
tential. We were also gratified to 
see that, unlike many other female 
starlets with “xerox” looks and per- 
formance styles, these seven tal- 
ents were unique individuals and 
performers in their own right. 

That means that, after the 
“clones” shall have faded away 
from the scene, they should still 
be very much around! 


Kundirana marks milestone 


By Andy Bais 


WHAT DO GARY VALENCIANO, 
Dingdong Avanzado, Randy San- 
tiago, Mel Villena and Louie 
Ocampo have in common? 
Theyre all products of Kundi- 
rana, La Salle Greenhills popular 
all-male singing group. 

‘To mark its 35th anniversary 
this year, the group will stage а 
special concert at the CCP Main 
Theater on July 1 at 8 p.m. This 
years batch, which has just re- 
turned from a successful US гош, 
will be joined by alumni from 
1971 to 2005. Special guests in- 
clude Pilita Corrales, Jackielou 
Blanco, and Ogie Alcasid, anoth- 
er Kundirana alumnus. 


Fortunate 

Songwriter and musical ar- 
ranger Dingdong Eduque, a mem- 
ber ofthe original batch, makes ita 
point to watch Kundirana shows 
when his schedule allows it. He ex- 
plains: “These shows allow me to 
relive my youth all over again. I 
feel fortunate that I don’t just get to 
watch them this time, 1 also get to 
arrange their songs.” 

For his part, Dingdong shares 
that what he has become, he 
owes to Kundirana. Now, he feels 


Natural 


THERE IS A NATURAL AND IN- 
expensive way to alleviate suffer- 
ing from diseases: Using a warm 
compress. To do this, simply soak 
a washcloth in an herbal infusion 
and place it over strategic parts of 
the body. 


Advantage 

How does this help? In the 
book, “The Chinese Way to Heal- 
ing: Many Paths to Wholeness," 
Misha Ruth Cohen explains: 
“Warm compresses have the ad- 
vantage of directly delivering 
concentrated heat and herbal in- 
fusions into spots that need atten- 
tion, They are recommended for 
chronic and acute stomach prob- 
lems, gynecologic discomfort 
headache, strains and sprains. 
Here are infusions used to dispel 
stagnant chi or life energy: 

"Ginger infusions consist of 
1/3 large ginger root (grated or 
finely-chopped); a square of un- 
bleached cheesecloth or katcha, 
and two quarts of boiled water. 
Place grated ginger in a square of 
cheesecloth and securely tie it. 
Pur this in a pan with two quarts 
of water, and boil for 10 minutes, 


KUNDIRANA. Holds 
anniversary concert at ССР. 


it’s his turn to give something 
back. “Kundirana was my train- 
ing ground. In my time, the mem- 
bets did everything from music 
arranging and choreography to 
setand costume design.” 


Original batch 

‘Another member of the original 
batch, Fr. Dennis Maim, celebrates 
mass once a month in De La Salle 
Greenhills to reach out to the 
young members ofthe group. 

‘The CCP concert will feature 
songs that are included in the 
group's commemorative CD, like 
Louie Ocampos "You Are My 
Song," Ogie Alcasid's “Kailangan 
Kita,” Gary Valenciano "Lifting 
Us Higher" and Montet Acoymo's 
“Dalawang Ting" Call 721- 
8914. 


healing 
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Remove bag, set aside, and soak 
washcloth in ginger brew, then 
apply over troubled area. Repeat 
until you feel warm and comfort- 
able. 


Aroma 

"For cough relief, make а com- 
press as described above, but, in- 
stead of ginger, use leaves of pep- 
permint or spearmint. Apply 
Compress to upper chest, and 
breathe in mint aroma. 

“To alleviate fever, place four 
drops of eucalyptus ой on a wash- 
cloth saturated with cool water. 
Place on chest and breathe 
deeply. Repeat until body temper- 
ature decreases.” 

‚These are simple remedies, but 
they are natural and effective. 
Happy healing! 
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We've more than doubled our 
network capacity and will continue 
to expand our coverage. 


Every year, we have been investing P11 billion for more 
cell sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, 
our network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers 
by year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Everyone can 
enjoy faster connections, best value products and services 
like 24/7 Call and Text Unlimited, 24/7 Text Unlimited 
and Daylite Call and Text Unlimited. 


Watch us get even BIGGER, when we expand to more parts 
of the Philippines. 


With more network capacity, WE CAN GIVE YOU MUCH 
BETTER SERVICES. 


Make that switch now! С Е L L u LA R 


ыс um Ue u Better network, better value. 


Neda КЫА 


Definitiv, 


By Noelani Torre 


THERE HAVE BEEN MORE THAN A FEW 
New Order compilation albums released 
throughout the band's 25 years of existence. 
There's 1987's "Substance," 1995's “The Best 
‘of New Order” and “The Rest of New Order,” 
‘and 2002's “International” and the four-disc 
box set, “Retro.” In fact, they nearly outnum- 
„ber the band’s actual album releases, of which 
there have only been eight. 

Five compilation albums were apparently 
not enough for the Manchester foursome, 
however, inasmuch as they've recently given 
us a sixth—"Singles,” a two-disc collection of 


NEW ORDER. Through the years, the band's 
music has retained its awareness of the bleaker 


the years, their music has retained this aware- 
ness of the bleaker things in life. 

You can trace the development of this mu- 
sicin the 31-track double-disc, and more than 
two hours-long singles collection, "Singles." 

With the tracks arranged chronologically, 
the compilation provides a comprehensive 
overview of their growth from a somewhat 
uncertain post-Joy Division group to one of 
the most significant and innovative bands of 
their generation. 


things in Ме. 


As the write-up on the inlay puts it, "New 
Order was always about journeys, and you 
see that nowhere more clearly than in the sin- 
gles.” 

The collection's first disc covers New Or- 
ders exciting and groundbreaking years, 
while the second spans the late "80s to the still 
rocking and dancing present. This may be 
their sixth compilation album, but it is ar- 
guably the most definitive—and definitely 
worth grabbing, 
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Katipunan Ave., Quezon City“ 
Cityland Ploncer, Mandaluyong 


* P "4,500 (48 HRS) 


Imus, Molino & Hovelota, Cavite 
Zabarte, Novaliches 
N 


ВР Homes, 


Pi 


Sta. Rosa, Laguna 


p 
Mabalacat, 


jatangos 
Pampanga 


the band's songs. 


Anthologies 

Usually, when bands start to assault the 
public with their “best of” and “greatest hits” 
anthologies, people start to think along the 
lines ofif-they-can't-come-up-with-new-stuff- 
maybe-they're-going-into-a-decline. 

But, New Order released a very well-re- 
ceived disc of spanking new material last year 
(Waiting for the Sirens Call. Besides, 
they've never been known for doing the usual. 

Gertainly, when Tan Curtis, the celebrated 
singer of Joy Division, killed himself in 1980, 
mobody expected that the remaining band 
members would eventually go on to form a 
group whose achievement would rival that of 
their former band's. 

Renamed New Order—with Peter Hook on 
bass, Stephen Morris on drums, new member 
Gilliam Gilbert on keyboards, and guitarist 
Bernard Stumner stepping into Curtis’ 
shoes—they managed to transform tragedy 
into a success story—not that they were un- 
touched by Curtis’ sudden death. 

‘The first singles they released as New Or- 
der have desolate quality lurking under their 
deceptively smooth melodies, and through 


Cherry Pie 
is on a roll 


By Andy Bais 


FOR CHERRY PIE Pi- 
cache, when it rains, 
jt really pours. She 
thas just earned criti 
‘cal ‘acclaim for hei 
‘performance їп the 
‘soon-to-be-released 
Y'Kaleldo" where, for 
ithe first time, she 
‘plays a lesbian. In 
ZManay Po," she was 
"hilarious as the liber- 
‘ated mother of three 
Бау boys. 

* Next month, Pi 
‘cache will once again grace the big screen in 
‘Seiko Films’ heartwarming family-oriented 
‘movie, "I Wanna Be Happy" 

Tn her latest screen outing, Cherry Pie plays 
‚the daughter of Gloria Romero and Eddie Gar- 
‘cia, She relates: "Para akong si Tita Glo dito, 
whose life revolves around her husband and 
children. 1 tum a blind eye to my husband's 
(Christian Vasquez) philandering, but there's a 
twist in the end. The movie is hilarious without 
uying hard to be funny Kitang-kita ang tatak ni 
(writer and director) Joey Reyes. Nakakatawa 
ang dialogue at situations." 
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PICACHE. 
Memorable. 
‘experience filming 
with Romero and 
Garcia. 
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Frustrated 

Cherry Pie has lost count of the movies she 
has done with Reyes. She shares: "He was one 
of the directors na nagtiyaga sa akin when Iwas 
starting ош. A few years back, when I became 
frustrated with my movie career and decided to 
quit acting, si Joey ang nagbigay sa akin ng ma- 
gandang break sa ‘Makati Avenue. 1 always 
played the role of the leading lady's best friend. 
But, with Joey as director, naging special ang 
performances ko!” 

She plays another supporting role in “I 
Wanna Be Happy" but Cherry Pie doesn't 
mind, "Mahaba ang role ko, and I really loved 
the script. May sarili kasi akong story, kaya 
masarap himayin,” she explains. 

Working with Gloria Romero and Eddie 
Garcia was memorable for her: "I wish I was 
already an actor during their time. Sa kanila, 
makikita mo ang aura, elegance at dignity ng 
pagiging artista. 


Special treatment 

"They're always on the set 30 minutes be- 
fore call ime. Gusto ko silang maunahan, pero 
hindi ko magawa! They each had only one as- 
sistant—si Tito Eddie, driver lang. And they 
were unassuming, they didn't expect to be 
given special treatment. Younger actors can 
learn a lot from them." 

We kidded Cherry Pie about her being a fa- 
vorite Seiko "talent" of late. “I Wanna Be Hap- 
py” is her third film in a row for the production 
outfit—after her criically-acclaimed turns in 
“Bridal Shower" and “Bikini Open," where she's 
again in the running in the best actress category 
at this year's Star Awards. She admits: “1 am 
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At 0% interest, you can now enjoy the latest phone for as low as?'293.94 monthly, payable in 12 months". 
Credit cards accepted: Equitable Bank, Diners, BP! and other major credit curds. 
Selected handsets may be availed at 0% interest, with a minimum SRP of P3,000. 


Monthly Installment for 12 Months 
“Motorola L6 S | RE 
"Samsung X660. | 35874. IL RE 
Nokia 7360 Is J 4 [] 
Nokia 0 | 7344 l FREE 
“Motorola RAZR V3 | Тоюн | ВЕ 
Z Sony Ericsson W350i |. 1166.57 | 642.99 
“Sony Ericson 160748 652.18 
0 30 Min 784754 1928.98 


Whe applying fr yor postpaid Кы, bring vad LD. and your hts camp ЫЙ competir bil snot ето, ag Pro of Biling and Poo d income. $ 
Th Son Shp: Mata Mec a Gb SH Mach Ны 1А рий! S Ee Renda ek Sn Dn on Ваз [s 3а едип man! Su eo à 


CELLULAR 
Better network, better value, 
ee УШШ wr ween 


Шака Degen esp Sa охо to S Sep ee 5 pam коп! үн pui ls aen a 
а der. бейм 50 a ава m ma 

very grateful to Tito Robbie Tan. Sana, kumita Ex NA 
ang aming latest film, para ma-encourage siya 
to produce more wholesome movies!” 
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cane Eye-catching picture book about the Constitution 


140,40, 6:20, 8:40, 11:00 b 


By Nestor U. Torre. stitution understandable and in- tive director. The book is spon- pry ч 
TICKETS FOR „лы teresting to the country’s young sored by Unionbank, Adama п ОРЫ КАГА 
SUPERMAN RETURNS DR DEUS EA PARENTS AND TEACHERS WHO people. House and the Department of 8 аа аата 
SUPERMAN RETURNS ать worry about Filipino youths lack Launched last June 19, theval- Education. » 
NOW AVAILABLE IM- Ev of awareness about nationhood ues formation book, titled "As a Ў А 7 
кз and patriotism will be glad to Filipino,” is written and illustrat- Curriculum 
ih CARS know that a children’s picture ed by Marcy Dans Lee, who was It will be integrated into E ae 
687-6963 a ‚an | ook has been published that inspired by Maria Gonzales- the public schools curricu- 
11:50,290,510,750,10:30 | seeks to make the Philippine Con- Goolsby, Unionbank CSR execu- lum at the Grades 2 and 3 
levels. Call 372-3548 or 
email adamahouse@adar- 


СВЕ ЕЮ ЧМЛМУБЕШЕРМ "s 
AIMER ›- © 


With eye-catching illus- 
КЕЕН G [лы AGES ADMITTED fata sd wea т 
INEMAS в смемо Mind TH think about such otherwise. 
ana EO ts ж x 1 "heavy" topics as Faith in 
God, Unity Patriotism, 
Work, Respect for Life, Re- 
spect for Law and Gov- 7. 
emment, Truth, Josce, ln 
Freedom, Love, Equality, 
Peace, Promotion of the Common 
Good, Concem for Family and Fu- 
ture Generations, Concern for the 
r Environment, and Order. 
PROMENA DE а The English verses come with a 
oneens Filipino translation, titled “Bilang 
Isang Filipino,” by Nina Luis Diego 
Lee and Antonia Beatrice Lee. P 
FAST & THE Despite the picture books children. j on 
FURIOUS 


by their teachers or parents, to Нег first book, “Ibon, LOiseu 
discuss and further clarify the des Philippines,” was published 
topics and values it depicts. in Paris, France, where she lived 
Since “As a Filipino” is for chil- for four years. Returning to the, 
dren, its characters аге all young, Philippines, she taught at the UP 
the better for children torelateto College of Fine Arts and was the 
them. chairperson of its Department ofe 
Visual Communication. n 
Classes 1n 1996, she established the ИР 
Marcy Dans Lee's love for chil- Mindanao’ Cultural Center її 
dren's books began at a very Davao City, and taught Children’s 
young age, when she assisted in Literature there. Recently, shé 
the summer art classes conducted was appointed as head of UP Min! 
by her mother, noted artist and danao's Human Resources Devel” 
=з > GS HL. [| Ач aces apmirreo | educatorAraceli Limeaco Dans. opment Office 
After graduating from the UP — Marcy's other children’s books. 
Ё College of Fine Arts, Marcy include "Luis and the Enchanted’ 
MIRCB taught Art at the Maryknoll Child Creatures," "The Crocodile and 
Study Center. Fusing her art with the Colorful Headbands,” “Laon 
her experiences with children, and the Seven-Headed Dragon,” 
she began writing and illustrating “The Girl Who Loved to Sing," 
books for young readers. and “Thrice as Nice." 
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SHOCKINGL... CONTROVERSIAL! 
A MUST-SEE MOVIE FOR BELIEVERS & NON-BELIEVERS Sod SHOWING 


= \BASED ON DAN BURNSTEIN'S АГЕР“ 
JH NO. 1 NEW YORK TIMES By SHOWING 
ә BEST-SELLER cep Ga] ALL AGES АНЕ ADMITTED 


SILVER WEDDING VOWS 


Two Filipino broadcast executives renewed their silver 
wedding vows in special rites at the Vatican, following a. 
pilgrimage to Lourdes, France. RPN's Edith and IBC's Bob del 
Rosario were feted by a group of 15, including Anak TV 
officials, Edgardo Roces, Elvira Yap Go and Mag Cruz Hatol. Ivy 
Violan honored the couple with Filipino love songs during tho, 
solemn exchange of vows held at the basement crypt of St. 
Peter's Basilica. 


Following . . . «o 


among Gars trademark dance makuha ang gusto niya,” Pen says 
steps. He adds, "When you're tired, of Ping, who shone as Киуа Bogs 
Уо forget the stress because the in last year's “Ang Pagdadalaga ni 
+ adrenaline rush is so powerful. Maximo Oliveros.” "Sa pag-arte, 
FROM 2-TINE ACADEMY AWARDS® HOMNIZE DIRECTOR Masaya talaga” The singing and may pinagmandhan! Nagko-com- 
JONATHAN STACK dancing duo will soon collaborare ment lang ako ‘pag nagtatanon 
on an album that features Gabs siya, Pinupuri ko ‘pag far. 
remixed versions of Gary's dance рил.” E 
tunes, Ping retums the conipliment: 
ž "Sa lahat ng napapanood ko, niag-t 
Biggest fans aling siya. Consistency is what f 
Fathers and sons concur that strive for.” 
they are each others biggest Саф also gushes about Gary; 
fans—but not necessarily their "My dad is my idol—he's some? 
worst critics, "Bilib ako dahil sar- one 1 look up to, and Im ver 
iling kayod ang ginawa пуа para proud of him!" 
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Caricatures still hold re — 
sway in local movies EFFECTS AT YOUR FEET! 


By Behn Cervantes of Guitar Stomp Boxes at any 
AS THE BEARDED VILLAIN GUFFAWS, HE Electronics Depot outlet. 


darts a lascivious look at the beautiful damsel 
in distress—his evil intentions clear for all to 
+ seel He leers at her cleavage and thighs with 
eyes that are as dark as they are fierce. His ex- 
pression spells S-E-X—and our heroine is in 
grave danger! So, we pray that lightning hits 
him where it matters most. This isn’t a man, 
this іза beast of the worst kind! 


Predictable Я 

T hate these predictable scenes. Its hard to . 5 
sympathize with the abused woman: I wonder > м A electronics ON 
why she doesn't fight back and give him a good E » ы à en EAN 
Kick where it would hurt most. 1 wonder what з d ~ Gepa! 


goes on inside the actor's mind when he comes * Robinson's Galleria 634.5554 + Robinson's Manila 302.0418 


up with such ludicrous acting. I mean, gone аге : SM Mega Mall 633.3261 + Festival Mall 775.0595 


the days ofmelodrama when evil wasbladtand сц. The first-rate Я 3 Айта! 995.0397 * Park Square 1, Makati 752.7066 
virtue was as white as the driven snow. та 


"What irritates me about these overdone 
scenes is that they are passé. So, why do direc- 
tors keep including such sequences in their 
movies? Shouldn't actors know better when 
they are directed in such a manner? —Unless, 
of course, the scenes were meant as a spoof, 

When these sequences appear, I remember 
the likes of Hollywood's Jack Elam and Ernest 
Borgnine, and, on the local scene, Johnny Mon- 
tiero, Romy Diaz and Dick Israel. Even Eddie 
Garcia has created his vintage villainous charac- 
ters. But, I'm surprised that this type of acting 
ЗШ reigas in the movies today, as many would- 
be Dick Israels continue to act in that same pre- 
diciable manner. 


Definition 

Whenever a leading lady is to be mauled in 

scene, she will most probably be abused by а 

character actor whose definition of "charac- 
ter" is limited to (very) bad acting. Subtlety 
Tas nothing to do with evil. The devil from 
hell has got to be black, and his role models 
are usually wild animals like foxes, apes, 
wolves—or thirsty, blood-sucking vampires. 
How tiresome! 

ОЁ course, lady villains do their own thing: 
‘They put on too much make-up, wear the high- 
est heels, are dressed in slinky garb, and look 
like they ve just come from the beauty salon. Ev- 
erything is in place—except their morals! 

And they are taas-kilay, of course! Mestizas 
like Cherie Gil and Jackielou Blanco have taken 
‘over the roles once done to death by the likes of 
Bella Flores and Zeny Zabala. 


Privilege 
Those malditas not only had the "privilege" 
of slapping the leading lady, they even intend- 
ed to steal the dashing leading man! However, 
in the late 70s, director Joey Gosiengfiao had 
the leading lady slap the evil woman 
‘back—what a surprise! = 3 n 
Guess what? Scores of movies soon after 3 m „158 Diaakabassag een Gram 
dped the (once effective) tit for tat slapping » 5 Я : t ; lua, Gian, Nikki and PJ. 
scene, But, as Cherie Gil enunciated so effected 3 i 
10 Sharon Cuneta in another oft-copied scene, 
who needs “a second-rate, trying-hard copy- 
cat?” —Another scene I am so tired oft 
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Eugenio Lopez St's а ;Mond Gaile SUD д 
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sary on July 20, his SMART 
children has initiated 
four social develop- 
ment programs in 485 45.121 , 
Jaro to benefit the ay 3 Titibok nang 1000 kph ang 
Лодев ездер ;indong mga pus sa pinakabagong 

First is a six-month 
feeding program 
With Bantay Bata 163 Mandy 
1p help reduce mal- Navasero 
nutrition in over 40 —— 7 
barangays. Second is an initiative to provide 
houses го 50 families. 


Training 
Third, to provide education and training for 

students and teachers in 15 public elementary 

and three public high schools through the com- 

bined efforts of the Knowledge Channel and the 4 y ж Dg 

ASS CON Foundation And fou а progam t3 À 3 i Patuloy ang pag-ulan ng mga tins 

for responsible parenthood that aims to provide 2 $ > x 

a n a ža ; .. para makalıuas 5a panggaganchül 
Oscar M. Lopez, chairman of the Lopez л 1 ў > | Hosted by Leo Martinez 

Group of Companies, is sustaining his family’s Ё E # with Maureen Larrazabal 

Jong history of philanthropy, public service, na- 

tionalistic involvement and entrepreneurship. 
Email mandynavasero@yahoo.com.ph, or 

call 899-1767. 
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Solomonic. solution 


By Rito P. Asilo 


DENNIS MARASIGAN'S CRIT- 
cally-acclaimed digital feature, 
"Sa North Diversion Road,” is a 
meditative examination of love 
and infidelity that features John 
Arcilla and Irma Adlawan, who 
play an exhausting array of char- 
acters—10 each! 

The brave duo delivers а thespic 
high-wire act and often succeeds in 
portraying different but somewhat 
interrelated couples who discuss 
the whimsical vagaries of living 
and loving as they drive along the 
North Diversion Road. 


Mixed results 

The film, currently being 
screened at the Cinema One festi- 
val of digital movies and Filipino 
film classics in SM Megamall and 
SM Manila until tomorrow, treads 
the fine line that separates film 
and the legitimate stage—with 
mixed results. 

One of last years better films, 
Marasigan’s movie is fresh, 
thoughtful, tragic, hilarious and 
appropriately farcical, and uses the 
lengthy highway as a metaphor for 
marriage and relationships. 
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ARCILLA. Thespic high-wire act. 


It deftly showcases the direc- 
tors ability to explore text and 
character. The script, however, can 
get annoyingly repetitive, engages 
the actors in unnecessarily long- 
winded discussions, and further 
confounds the narrative clutter 
when it strays away from its focus 
оп marriage and ventures into the 
topic of death. But, when the seg- 
ments work, theyre memorably 
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searing and gut-wrenching. 

Topel Lee's “Dilim,” on the oth- 
er hand, has an interesting 
premise: Set in violent Manila in 
the near future, it tells the story of 
ап honest cop (Archie Adamos) 
who's hot on the heels of Dilim 
(Mario Magalona), a mysterious 
vigilante who goes after the bad 
guys and helps kids and damsels 
in distress—including the cops 
daughter, Elisa (Rica Peralejo), 
whom he rescues from the broth 
er of a feared gangstet, Brasko 
(Emilio Garcia). 

When Dilim kills Brasko's 
brotlier to save Elisa, the preda- 
tor—who later turns out to be a 
manananggall—becomes the 
prey! Really now. Inspired but un- 
focused, the movie also boasts of 
impressive camerawork and good 
performances from Magalona, 
Peralejo and Adamos. 

Exciting list 

Aside from its roster of digital 
productions like "North Diver- 
sion," "Dilim," Denisa Reyes and 
Mark Gacy's “Sandalang Bahay,” 
and Lisa Cornejo "Sitak,” the 
current festival also fea 
exciting list of award 


and groundbreaking local movies 
that the younger generation of 
cineastes ought to make a beeline 
for. 


Lineup 
Consider the lineup: Lamberto 
Avellana’s “Portrait of the Artist 
as Filipino": Peque Gallaga’s 
“Oro, Plara, Mata"; Ishmael 
Bernal's "City After Dark (Manila 
by Night)” and “Salawahan”; 
Lino Вгосі faynila, Sa Mga 
Kuko ng Liwanag” and "Bona"; 
Joey Gosiengfaos "Temptation 
Island"; the — Dolphystarrer 
“Omeng Satanasia,” and the Ed- 
die Romero-Gerardo de Leon col- 
laboration, “Intramuros: The 
Walls of Hell," starring Jock Ma- 
honey and Fernando Poe Jr. 
Screenings in Megamall today: 
“City After Dark," 11 a.m, "Anak 
ng Tinapa,” 1 рап; "Sandalang 
Bahay” 2:30 p.m.; “Mga Anak ni 
Brocka,” 5 p.m; “Bona,” 8 рл 
“Portrait of the Artist as Filipino," 
‘Tomorrow: “Dilim,” 11 
am; “Sitak,” 1 p.m; "Sa North 
Diversion Road,” 3 pm. Алша. 


Laurice Guillen’s "Salome," 9 p.m. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


You can get your movie tickets now 
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Showing on June 28, 2006 
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soo over FPJ'S 


By Nestor U. Torre 


WHEN. THE LATE 
Fernando Poe Jr. was 
chosen as one of the 
country's latest batch 
of National Artists, 
the expectation was 
that his widow, Susan 
Roces, would accept 
the award on his be- 
half during the con- 
ferment rites at Mala- 
cafiang Palace. 

All too soon, however, that 
fond expectation was shot down 
with the forthright announce- 
ment that Ms Roces would do no 
such thing, for obvious reasons. 


POE. Signal 


Family friend 

Next, people hoped that other 
members of the Poe family would 
do the honors. When this didn't 
pan out, either, it was feit that a 
worthy ‘representative, like es- 
teemed colleague and family 
friend, Eddie Romero, a National 
Artist in his own right, would step 
into the breech. 

At first, it seemed like that was 
an acceptable alternative—then, 
not. So, when the National Artist 
awards were conferred by presi- 
dent Gloria Arroyo last June 9 at 
Malacafiang Palace, no one ac- 
cepted FPJ's award. 

‘Then, just when many people 
thought that all further specula- 
tions about a possible rapproach- 
ment were moot and academic, 
at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines’ own tribute to the 
new National Artists, Poes 
daughter Mary Grace Poe Lla- 
manzares and her son showed up 
to represent him. 


Twist 

That was an unexpected addi- 
tional twist in the complex 
chronology of events that had 
made the FPJ-Malacafiang stand- 
off such a front page-hugger for 
several weeks. 

What did this latest twist at the 
CCP rites indicate? That, oficial 
ly or not, FPJ's camp had come up 


пророку 
айо ТЕ L: 


with a “Solomonic” 
solution to the con- 
troversial impasse: It 
wasn'tright to attend 
the Malacafiang 
rites, because that 
could be interpreted 
as lending legitimacy 
to the Arroyo presi- 
dency which Has 
been challenged Фу 
FPJ's leaders and fol- 
lowers—but it was 
OK for Poe's daughter and grand- 
son to grace the rites at the CCR 
because that venue was politics- 
free, and thus the family could 
accept the signal honor on purely 
artistic grounds. 

Or, to put it more graphically 
by using the colorful style of Fil- 
ipino movie titles, especially for 
action films: “Sa iyo ang Mala- 
cafiang, sa akin ang ССР!” 

The appearance of Poe's daugh- 
ter and grandson at the CCP gave 
the tumultuous controversy а 
happier ending than expected, so 
it should be celebrated. 

On the other hand, it must be 
noted that the excessive political 
color given to FPJs National 
Artist award, its conferment and 
its non-acceptance, was a far 
from happy denouement. 


Subservient role 

Sadly, it affirmed once more 
the subservient role that the arts 
are often made to play vis-alvis 
the country’s overarching obsés- 
sion with politics. Stringent ef- 
forts must be made to make stire 
that this doesn't happen again. 

The excessive focus on politital 
color was also to be rued because 
it did the other awardees a di 
tinct disservice: So much atten- 
tion was focused on FPJ and the 
controversy railing around his 
award that the other awardees 
‘were roundly upstaged. 

‘Again, this should not be al- 
lowed to happen again, because all 
of our new National Artists should 
be honored equally for their excep- 
tional contributions to the nation's 
artistic and ethical life. 
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At the Activity Center 


Customer Servce text hotine: 0917 095900 
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Alabang Town Center - 842 2782: rom 10am to Врт 
Ayala Center Cabu - (032) 231 5342 oc 324 
Market Market -886 7519 
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Mitsubishi Motors Car Exhibit 


JAB Boxing Exhibit 
‘June 22 to 26, 2006 
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Nokia Interactivo Program. 
June 24 & 25, 2006 


Sony Summer Pleasures 2006 
‘June 19 to July 12, 2006 


SCARY MOVIE. CARS 
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Q8 3 Camera Photo Exhibit by Filipinas Heritage 
"wl Sony Ericsson 
June 23 Wo July 2, 2008 
"The perisct spot for concerts, stage plays & corporate events 
a now áccepting Bookings for June to July 2008 
+ Worlequiries, pis. call 752-7062 or 757.3862 
‘From Dogma to Devotion: icons & Symbols in Philippine Religious Art 


June 20, 2008 
for inquiries, рәве cali 757-7117 to 21 oc 29 or visit ww. syalamuseum.org 
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WITNESS ONE OF THE MOST DRAMATIC PERIODS OF CHANGE IN HISTORY... 
AMERICA'S SEXUAL AWAKENING 
зн» 0! Donnell Peter Sas 
liam Neeson laura Linney 


KINSEY 
KINSE 
Based ona Te Story 
*' «Let's talk about sex. 
NOW SHOWING EXCLUSIVELY AT GLORIETTA 4 & GREENBELT 3 CINEMAS 


MTRCB RATINGS: RESTRICTED 18/APPROVED WITHOUT CUTS 
„MARIN TO THE PUBL ru conan PERSE SEXUAL CONTENT NELUDHG спирс AGES AID DESCRIPTION 
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BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 


Go FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET» 
and visit our cinema ticket booths at 
GLORIETTA 4 , GREENBELT 3, 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER, MARKET! MARKET! 
& AYALA CENTER CEBU 


3 raria Tumsox anoruso Ppacauno THE LAKE HOUSE 


June ыты 


or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation 


OPENS JUNE 28 AT ALL Ayala; Ды; CINEMAS. 
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JARFIELD: А TALE 
бї Two Kitties" has 
"Hothing to do with 
ithe Charles Dickens 
novel of (almost) the 
“game title. Nor does 
it have anything to 
"do with Mark Twain's 
“The Prince and thé 
Pauper”! 
#2 This movie has 
опе of the above- 
mentioned: novels’ 
"themes of revolution, 
class struggle, sacri 
«fice and redemption.. 


Fatcat 
The "Garfield" se- 
збаце! simply, tells a 
story грош a fat.cat 
who goes gaga over 
lasagna, lives with а 1 nd бора! Jazz Competition for vocalists 
og called, Odie, and " fat London International Jazz Competition for vo 
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io get engaged to Orchestra Р 500 Upper Dreh Town T E - 
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Я to London. 
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angering her nephew 
and  heir-wannabe, 
Lord Dargis (Billy 
Connolly) 
He conspires to get 
É rid of Prince, who 
manages not to die. 
He gets lost in Lon 
;-don, where he is mis- 
taken for Garfield. 
The same thing 3 3 CES 
happens to the real Я 5 Я . un 
edat cat, and there you. 3 
Зе the beginning B ERG ШАО 1210$ Е > x SETS BERN er 
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EX Unlike the first 
оме, “Garfield 2" 
из more action go- 
буйр for it, but both 
ovies feature a pi ee 
‘Bryored-sounding Mur- ‘GATEWAY + ALI MALL - FARMERS PLAZA 
тау playing а sarcas: B = : s: ce nomic ea BETAS 
tie cat, and, well, * 
that's about it. 
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KANE IS SEVEN FEET TALL, WEIGHS IN AT 
400 lbs, is a World Wrestling Entertainment 
superstar also known as The Big Red Mon- 
ster—and now, he's the star of the new shock- 
er, “See No Evil.” 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


SATURDAY Special 
New name in terror 


isang, Raymond Leslie Diaz and UP College of 
Music Dean Ramon Acoymo, sopranos Rina 
Saporsanto, Mary Ann Lanuzo and Camille 
Lopez, baritones Greg de Leon and Lionel 

Guico, and the Philippine Philhar- 


Kane plays Henchman fom Hel MONTAGE тюш Orchesta, under Maestro 


Jacob Goodnight. With a rusty steel 

plate screwed into his skull, Jacob is 

reclusive psychopath who hunts down eight ju- 
venile delinquents and the cop who put a bullet 
into his head four years ago. 

Directed by Gregory Stark, “See No Evil” 
benefits from Kane's wrestling expertise. Dur- 
ing the action-packed shoot, he performed his 
‘own stunts and encouraged his co-stars, Luke 
Pegler and Michael J. Pagan, to do the same. 
“See No Evil" opens on July 5. 


Opera gala twinbill 

Two operas will be presented at the CCP on 
July 2. To celebrate Mozart's 250th birth an- 
niversary. “Der Schauspieldirektor" (The Im- 
pressario) will be twinbilled with Leoncaval- 
log “Pagliacci.” 

Featured artists are tenors Jeremiah Cal- 


Agripino Diestro. Tony Espejo di- 
rects. 

Sponsors are the CCR The Opera Guild 
Foundation of the Philippines, the UP College 
of Music, Manila Jockey Club, KB Produc- 
tions, ВР1, and Dimsum and Dumplings. Call 
832-3704. 


Assertiveness and Confidence 
Workshop 


The Proactive Center is holding a “Devel- 
op Your Professional Assertiveness and 
Confidence Workshop" from July 19 to 21 
at Ortigas Center, Pasig City. Skills to be 
firmed up include self-belief, communicat- 
ing, business language, listening, question- 
ing, dealing with difficult peopie, persua- 
sion, and professional presence. Call 667- 
3369 or 70. 


“North Country’ 

The emotionally riveting drama, "North 
Country,” is пом on DVD and video. It tells 
the involving story of a woman (Charlize 
Theron) who finds the courage to stand up 
for what she believes in—even if it means 

nding alone. Other stars are Sissy 
Spacek, Sean Bean, Frances McDormand 
and Woody Harrelson. The DVD also in- 
cludes a documentary and additional 
scenes. 


Bamboo in Tacloban City 

"Winston їп Concert presents Bamboo at the. 
Leyte Park Hotel, Tacloban City, tonight. Bam- 
boo has just won a number of trophies at the 
recent Awit Awards. The next Winston in Con. 
cert gig on July 1 features performances by 
Freestyle, True Faith and Unity at Sta. Lucia 
Realty East Grand Mall. 


Shamrock's mall tour 
The Shamrock "Are You Serious" album 
mall tour hits SM Manila at 5 p.m., today, and 
SM Pampanga tomorrow. The repackaged al- 
features the hits, "Alipin" and "Naalal 
and new songs, "Nandito Lang Ako, 


KANE. Plays reclusive psychopath in "See No Evil.” z 
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Movies on TV E 
On НВО, June 24 at 10;55 p.m., “Carnivale 
15: Ingram, TX." 11:45 p.m., “Carnivale 18: Old 
Cherry Blossom Road." June 25 at 4 p.m., Harty 
Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban.” June 26 at 
1 pm, "Ray" 11:15 p.m., "Fahrenheit 9/11." 
June 27 at 5:30 p.m., "Losing Isaiah." June 28 
at 6:30 a.m., “Pink Cadillac." June 29 at 10:45 
pam, "Back to the Future 2.” June 30 at 4:45 
pm. “All the Presidents Men." E 
On Cinemax, June 24 at 9 p.m., “Something 
ко Talk About.” June 25 at 6:30 a.m., “American 
Gigolo.” June 26 at 8 p.m., "Philadelphia." 2:45 
ало, "The Eddie Duchin Story" June 28 at 4:20 
pam, "From Here to Eternity 8 p.m., “Sleepless 
in Seattle." June 29 at 12:05 p.m., "The World of 


ACOYMO. Performs Suzie Wong." 5:45 pm. "Lone Star" June 30 at 
inMozartopera. 4:35 p.m., “Shane. 


HEN Ү 515 о мМ 


CULINARY SCHOOL 


“Ako Pa Rin,” "Sana," "OK Lang” and “Magt 
wala Ka.” 
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THE FUNNIEST SCARY MOVIE OF THEM ALL! 
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SURETEBA-BME, WHO HAD TO CLONE 
himself ıu have what he named Mini-M&; 
Gary Valenciano and Pen Medina already; 
have carbon copies of themselves in their rez 

|cxpeeriur sons Gabriel and Ping. = 

T These (йн and sons have similar interest 
tastes arid quirks: "We have the same tempers 
ment,” Gary offers. "We both like зш Шей, 
manggang hilaw, dalandan and apple cideg 
vinegar that we mix with everything,” 

“Magulo, kenkoy, wa-poise, same gesture 
how we walk, talk and stand. In short, 
mv father's Mini-Mel " exclaims Gab. 


Муора ну ааз -а 0 tes BNEW CASS 
Hol CART WY” HOUSE OF ENSAYMADA by: Chet Vek 
Vitimuev vom Sia Bzu Chal 


pare иһ you тегне je Ene, Sanana Crocs Moe Poppy Sasa Caco 


Еа aia Bory the grudge, Bum the village. See the saw. 
pA А l 
‘July 21Fndayi9 00a m - 1200 ncon(ciasyoom A) NEW CLASS! dds EPE DE БИ DE ЖН EIN SAED 072 ZU НЯ ЯКИ ШШ 
е леу Н AEE i оса кк шш теа A ша 1-3 
Eee A Haera бини ien] „Ж oH FS KERB ЖЕ ЕНЕ NN к] ңе 
egeat апа Chap Слао (Cortemporey Pasisutet S. P1500) — ——ÀÀ— ME eii Looks so much like me that had to grow a mysz 
tache to have my own identity" = 


‘aurea 00 Ир cus ANEN CLASS KOREAN er 
Ditto for the self-deprecating Pené 


‘hy Бызаа 20 a m 100 pm Iclassroom Al JAPANESE 
СОБКО (Ai те Favorita Japanese Recipes ву Chel Kale 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures. 
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BPI forms banking subsidiary for OFWs 


Offers 24/7 investment 
counseling, other money services 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


хослох 


CURRENCIES 


THE AYALAS’ BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS YESTERDAY 
launched a new banking subsidiary that seeks to carve a niche in 


the lucrative overseas Filipino workers (OFW) market. 


BPI Direct Savings Bank was created with a 
banking license distinct from BPI Family 
Bank, already the country’s biggest thrift 
bank, in line with BPTs “Expat Pinoy" 
(BPinoy) program that addresses the needs of 
Filipinos working abroad. 

Capitalized at P700 million and with P1.5 
billion in assets to date, BPI Direct president 
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Local sardines firm 
eyes Eastern Europe 


By Chri 


ANEW PACKAGING TECHNOLO- 
gy adopted by sardine manufac- 
turer Mega Fishing Corp. (MFC), 
makers of the Mega Sardines 
brand, has allowed the local com- 
pany to penetrate the $35-million 
market in Eastern Europe, а top 
company official said. 

Mega Sardines packed in 
pouches—the first in the Philip- 
pines—have found a niche mar- 
ket in Eastern Europe, particular- 
ly in Russia, according to Mega 


Fishing Corp. president and CEO 
Willian Tiu Lim. 

“Our packaging innovation has 
opened new markets for us aside 
from its consistent sales in local retail 
stores here." Lim told the INQUIRER- 

He noted that Mega Sardines in 
pouches have been received well 
during the recent trade show in 
Moscow, adding that the company 
would start exporting to Eastern 
Europe in the second semester. 

Mega Fishing ships an average 
4to5 containers a day (equivalent 
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US praises 
RP drive 
vs piracy '53 


Teves said yesterday. 


W Tei 


Teves told reporters he was 
hoping that the apparent shift in 


Raul Dimayuga said the new unit would seek 
out a market base of its own that would not 
compete with BPI and BPI Family Bank's opera- 
tions since it would focus on the OFW market. 
“We hope to grow to be among the biggest 
in the thrift bank sector in the future,” Di- 
mayuga said. 
BruB2 


Gov’t hopeful on return 
of foreign investors 


THE PHILIPPINES I$ WORKING 
to lure back offshore investors 
currently distracted by rising in- 
terest rates in the United States 
with sustained improvements in 
fundamentals, 
Finance Secretary Margarito 


market appetite away from 
emerging markets would be tem- 
porary and that offshore in- 
vestors would take a second look 
at the Philippines once the uncer- 
tainties have cleared, 

“As we know, it is more attrac- 
tive now for capital to move to the 
US but I'm hoping that the market 
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Stocks rise on bargain buying 
STOCKS ROSE YESTERDAY AS 


Ya investors shrugged off security 
ij^ concerns and continued to hunt 
for bargains, traders said. 

The benchmark 30-company Philippine 
Stock Exchange Index gained 15.78 points, 
ог0.8 percent, to 2,113.17, following Thurs- 
day's 1.9-percent gain. 

"We expected the market to top the week 
con the plus side. We stil think some fund 
‘managers may have hunted for good bar- 
gains, specifically stocks that have declined 
to oversold levels,” said Grace Cerdenia, 
head of operations of local brokerage house. 
ZTradeAsia. 

Gainers led decliners 39 to 34, while 45 
stocks were unchanged. 
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Philippines outstrips tech-heavy neighbors in terms of revenue growth 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS ONLINE GA- 
ming market grew sharply last 
year, outpacing its peers in even 
the more technologically ad- 
vanced Asean countries, accord- 
ing to a leading telecommunica- 
tions research firm. 

In a statement, IDC said that 
the online gaming market in the 
Philippines grew by 72 percent in 
terms of revenues їп 2005 from 
the previous year's level. 

Total subscription revenues 
reached $15.56 million, the mar- 
ket research outfit said. 

This is, however, only a small 
fraction of the total market for 
online gaming in the Asia-Pacific, 
excluding Japan, which recorded 
a total of $1.39 billion last year. 

IDC said further growth is ín 
thecards for both the country and 
the region, as a whole, once ser- 
vice providers get to develop new 
avenues for the market. 

"The increasing popularity of 
casual games has given the mar- 
ket another new area to spur 
growth,” it said їп its report. 
"While Massively Multiplayer 
Online Role Playing Games 
(MMORPGs) have been the 
mainstream game genre for the 
last few years, the space has be- 
gun to show early signs of maturi- 
ty and, as such, online gaming 
providers have been quick to re- 
spond and address any potential 
saturation issues by varying game 
offerings to include more casual 
games in their product line.” 

“In the early days, MMORPG 
was the sole genre that derived 
revenue from content generating 
subscriptions,” it added. "Casual 
online games, on the other hand, 
were either free or sourced rev- 
enue from advertising and spon- 
sorships. However we've begun to 
see some concrete shifts towards 
alternative revenue streams.” 

In 2005, the Philippines held a 
1.1-percent market share of the re- 
gion’s total subscription revenues, 
according to IDC. The region's mar- 
ket is expected to grow at a com- 
pound annual growth rate of 21 
percent from 2006 to 2010, reach- 
ing $3.6 billion by 2010. 

Also, the region's market is ex- 
ресей to breach the $2-billion 
mark by 2007, with the entry of sev- 
eral new countries into the region's 
online gaming scene, specifically In- 
dia, Indonesia and Vietnam. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE BUREAU OF INTERNAL 
Revenue is set to conduct a na- 
tionwide investigation of corpo- 
rate taxpayers claiming to have 
stopped business operations. 

Nestor Valeroso, head of the 
BIR's Quezon City office, said 
that in one district in Quezon 
City alone, there were over a 
thousand firms that had de- 
clared to have stopped opera- 
tions this year. 

He said the huge number of 
firms that made such a claim 
was doubtful. 

Valeroso, who has initiated 
the conduct of investigations in 
Quezon City said Revenue 
Commissioner Jose Mario 
Bufiag had agreed to widen the 
scope of the investigation, car- 
rying it out nationwide, as a 
means to improve the revenue 
agency's tax collection. 

Valeroso noted that false 
claims of "no operations" re- 
sults їп а double whammy for 
the government. Not only do 
false claims allow firms to es- 
cape payment of taxes, it also 
poses the danger of their clients’ 
asking for input VAT credits 
from the government. 

He said the BIR would en- 
hance its database to closely 
monitor whether the receipts 


BIR checks out non-operating firms 


used by taxpayers to claim input 
VAT credits are valid. 

Valeroso said that cleaning 
up the BIR's database is neces- 
sary so that the revenue agency 
will be alerted every time a re- 
ceipt presented by а taxpayer 
for credit claims is issued by a 
company that has already de- 
clared "no operations." 

“This is one of the programs 
the BIR will do to increase tax 
collection and work on meeting 
the full-year target,” Valeroso 
told the Inoumen. 

The BIR is tasked to collect 
P675.4 billion this year, 25 per- 
cent higher than that of last 
year's actual collection of P542 
billion. 

The BIR is pressured to come 
up with measures to raise more 
taxes to meet its full-year tar- 
get despite the shortfall posted 
in the first five months of the 
year. 

BIR data showed that in the 
January-to-May period, tax col- 
lection stood at P268 billion, 
lower than the P272.2-billion 
target. 

Meanwhile, the BIR has also 
extended the deadline for this 
year's No-Audit Program (NAP) 
until the end of the month, say- 
ing the measure has drawn in- 
terest from more taxpayers and 
is seen to help shore up the 


BIR's tax collection. 

NAP is a program that en- 
courages taxpayers, especially 
delinquent ones, to voluntarily 
remit and increase their income 
tax payments in exchange for 
being allowed to escape tax au- 
ditby the BIR. 

NAP is an annual program 
that will cover taxable periods 
2004 to 2008. To escape tax au- 
dit under the NAD the BIR said, 
a major requirement is for a tax- 
payer to increase its income tax 
payment by 20 percent year-on- 
year. 

For 2005 income tax liabil 
ties, application for NAP was 
supposedly set only until May 
15, 2006. 

But the BIR, through Rev- 
enue Regulation No. 7-2006, 
has extended the deadline unt 
June 30. 

The BIR said the extension 
was made following a substan- 
tial number of requests from 
taxpayers, who want to avail of 
the program but have missed 
the deadline. 

The NAP is consistent with 
the ВІ strategy of compro- 
mising with delinquent taxpay- 
ers for the government to im- 
mediately raise much-needed 
revenues and meet the P675.4 
billion tax collection target for 
this year. 


After Keppel, GE now eyeing Bankard 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


AFTER EARLIER BUYING OUT 
Keppel Monte Bank, American 
global conglomerate General 
Electric plans to further expand 
its interests in the Philippines by 
buying out publicly listed credit 
card issuer Bankard Inc. from the 
Yuchengeos. 

GE Consumer Finance, which 
recently launched its Philippine 
banking platform GE Money 
Bank, proposed to acquire all of 
the assets and certain liabilities of 
Bankard's credit card issuing and 
merchant acquiring businesses. 

Bankard yesterday disclosed to 
the Philippine Stock Exchange 
that its board of directors had ac- 


cepted GE's proposal. But for the 
deal to push through, the impri- 
matur of Bankard stockholders 
will still be needed. 

The credit issuer did not dis- 
close the price considered for the 
transaction. 

Оп July 28, the proposal shall 
be presented to stockholders dur- 
ing a meeting. 

GEis bullish on banking oppor- 
tunities in the Philippines—the 
first Asian country where it ac- 
quired a banking platform. 

СЕ Consumer Finance bought 
out the 30-branch Keppel Monte 
Bank from Singapore's Keppel 
group for about P1.45 billion in 
December last year. 

Earlier, the Rizal Commercial 


PSALM to hedge part of $7-B debt 


By Abigail L. Ho 


TO PROTECT ITSELF FROM THE 
effects of foreign exchange fluc- 
tuations, the Power Sector Assets 
and Liabilities Management 
Corp. (PSALM) intends to do a 
currency hedge of between $300 
million and $500 million of its 
‘outstanding obligations this year. 

In an interview with reporters 
yesterday, PSALM president 
Nieves Osorio said that the gov- 
ernment agency is now in talks 
with three to four foreign banks 
for the transaction. 

“We're looking at the different 
currencies, so we can swap with 
another currency that will likely 
give us the least cost" Osorio 
said. "We've shortlisted three to 
four banks, all of which are not 
asking for any national govern- 
‘ment guarantee.” 

Right now, she said, PSALM is 


looking at just a currency hedge. 
It is not considering other hedg- 
ing structures, such as those that 
have to do with interest rates and 
the tenor of loans. 

"We won't be touching the 
terms, just the currencies," Oso- 
rio said. 

As of end-2005, PSALM's out- 
standing debts were placed at 
$7.01 billion or P372 billion. At 
end-2004, these debts were 
pegged at $6.66 billion, a net i 
crement of around $400 million. 

Of the total debts, Osorio said 
55 percent were in US dollars, 37 
percent in yen, 5 percent in pesos, 
and the rest in other currencies. 

Also, PSALM will again be tap- 
ping the debt market to raise 
$700 million to fund the National 
Power Corp.'s maturing obliga- 
tions this year. 

Osorio said PSALM had actual- 
ly wanted to raise a higher 


BPI forms banking subsidiary 


While other banks tap the over- 
seas Filipino market only for the 
remittances or cash transfer busi- 
mess, Dimayuga said BPI Direct 
would immediately provide as 
“pabaon” or send-off package to 
Filipino expats ап international 
automated teller machine card, а 
BPI Mastercard credit card and a 
24/7 counseling service to assist 
them in managing their finances. 

To date, BPI estimates that it 
has сотегей about a quarter of 
the OFW remittance market, mak- 
ing it among the top three players. 


eight million Filipinos out there 

and while other banks are focused 

‘on competing on remittances, we 

want to service their total require- 
" Dimayuga said. 

For instance, he said the new 
savings bank had tied up with af- 
filiate Avida, a unit of Ayala Land 
Inc., to provide special housing fi- 
nancing for this market. Given 
the huge potential of its targeted 
niche, BPI Direct expects to grow 
its deposit and loan portfolio by 
50 percent a year. 


amount "because we don't know 
what will happen to the market 
next year, and we don't know if 
we can borrow again (at that 
time). 

"The issue is more the market. 
than our cash flows as, based ona. 
recent discussion with the (De- 
partment of Finance), they think 
ме only need that much." 

The DOF is still reviewing the 
amount that PSALM has to raise 
for Napocor this year, she said. 

Osorio added that what 
PSALM and the DOF have agreed 
on is that PSALM will be borrow- 
ing on its own and will not piggy- 
back on the national govem- 
ment. 

Napocor, through PSALM, last 
year borrowed close to $800 mi 
lion to finance its maturing obli- 
gations, as well as its capital ex- 
penditures and general funding 
requirements. 


au FrompageBl 


He said BPI Direct would like 
to see more households, which 
are benefiting from overseas re- 
mirances, save more money in 
banks instead of spending every- 
thing on consumption. 

Based on a Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas survey on Metro Manila- 
based households, only about 11 
percent of households supported. 
by OFWs attempt to invest in 
stocks or any private business but. 
a larger 39 percent keep savings 
in banks and other depository in- 
stitutions, 


Gov't hopeful on return ... «en 


will normalize compared to what 
we've seen in previous months,” 
said Teves, who graced the launch- 
ing of the Bank of the Philippine Is- 
lands’ new bank for overseas Fil- 
ipino workers, BPI Direct Savings. 
"If we continue to improve on 
ош market fundamentals, the 
Philippines would be among the 
serious countries to consider if they 
decide to move back their capital 


to emerging markets," he said. 

As such, Teves said peso-de- 
nominated government securi- 
ties would again be able to attract 
more foreign investors. 

“Tm hoping that things will 
change in the next few weeks,” he 
said, 

At present, fund managers are 
selling assets in emerging markets 
оп expectations of further increas- 


ез in US interest rates, contrary to 
earlier hopes that the two-year 
monetary tightening in the world's 
biggest economy was at its tailend. 

With a few daysto go before the 
end of the first semester, Teves 
said the Department of Finance 
was working double-time to attain 
its revenue targets and sustain the 
over-performance in its cash bud- 
getposition. Doris C. Dumlao 


Banking Corp. of the Yuchengcos 
family wanted to nullify its acqui. 
sition of Bankard from Eq 
PCIBank on grounds that it had 
overpaid the bank in 1999. 

In a petition to the Paris-based 
International Chamber of Com- 
merce, RCBC Capital sued for 
about P810 million in damages 
plus interest. 

RCBC Capital claimed it had 
overpaid EPCIB by about P600 
million when it shelled out a total 
of P1.78 billion for 67 percent of 
Bankard. 

EPCI Bank was sued for alleged 
breach of its warranties, includ- 
ing the fair and accurate presen- 
tation of its financial condition in 
1999. 


Planters Bank 
announces 
merger with 
microlender 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE TAMBUNTING FAMILYS 
Planters Development Bank, the 
countrys largest private develop- 
ment bank, is set to merge with 
Davao-based microfinance lender 


Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
Deputy Governor for bank super- 
vision and examination Nestor 
Espenilla Jr. yesterday told re- 
porters that the BSPs policy- 
making Monetary Board had ap- 
proved the merger in principle 
during its meeting on Thursday. 

Espenilla said Planters Bank 
would absorb the operations of 
MEB. Bullish on prospects for mi- 
crofinance lending in the Philip- 
pines, Planters Bank earlier took 
over management control of MEB 
from a German partner. 

Tt bought out the Germans’ 
shares after the former partners 
decided to refocus their invest- 
ment and concentrate in South 
‘America and Eastern Europe. 

Remaining as minority part- 
ners in MEB are the International 
Finance Corp. and the Dutch gov- 
ernment-controlled Netherlands 
Development Finance Co. 

PlantersBank chair and CEO Je- 
sus Tambunting said MEB, an insti- 
tution that supports the working 
and entrepreneurial poor, had big 
potential and should be expanded 
Ena big way" 

“Microfinance has been proven 
to be successful all over the 
world,” Tambunting said. “The 
collection ratio is about 94-95 
percent, and if you're down to 90 
percent, you're doing badly" 

Planters Bank has total consoli- 
dated assets of P30 billion, capital 
of P29 billion and network of 70 
branches. It has specialized on SME 
lending over the ast 40 years. 
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Local sardines fi 


to 80 metric tons) to other Euro- 
pean countries such as the United 
Kingdom, Italy and Sweden. 

"There is also a potential mar- 
ket in South America for our sar- 
dines," he added. 

Mega Sardines are making 
waves not only in the Philippines 
but in other parts of the globe as 
well, notably in the United States, 
Canada, Hong Kong, and pars of 
the Middle East. Mega Fishings 
products have HACCP (Hazard 
Analysis and Critical Control Point) 
and Halal food certifications. 

Lim said the company invested 
P20 milion to acquire the new pack- 
aging innovation, with the technical 
assistance of the Department of Sci- 
ence and Technology in 2004. 

He said the sardine manufac- 
turing industry had been affected 
by the rising prices of tin plates, 
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which are all imported. 

‘The Department of Trade and In- 
dustry has encouraged producers 
and distributors of consumer food 
items to come up with alternative 
packaging materials that could sub- 
stantially reduce production cost. 

"Our so-called retortable 
pouches could be reheated at 117 
degrees for the convenience of 
the consumers," he said. 

"The 110-gram pack costs about 
P8.40 to P9 in retail stores. 

The official said that Mega 
Fishing would introduce 1- to 2- 
kilo packs of sardines in pouches 
to cater to industrial customers 
such as restaurants and hotels. 

Mega Fishing is a commercial 
deep-sea purse seine fishing com- 
pany based in Zamboanga City. 
Incorporated in 1995, it has 
about 800 employees, 
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US praises 
RP drive 
vs piracy 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE UNITED STATES HAS PRAISED THE 
government's "great effort" to put a stop to 
piracy and copyright infringement. 

Intellectual Property Office Director Gener- 
al Adrian S. Cristobal Jr. said yesterday that 
Washington's commendation was relayed 
through David Katz, the US Trade Represen- 
tatives director for Southeast Asia and Pacific 
Affairs 

In a meeting last Monday, Katz said that the 
US particularly recognized the strengthened 
coordination among the agencies involved in 
the campaign against piracy, trademark in- 
fringement and copyright violations. 

"This coordination resulted in the seizure of 
about P400 million worth of counterfeit prod- 
ucts during the first five months, 

Cristobal said the US was aware of the gov- 
emment’s sustained enforcement campaign 
оп IPR through its various units, including the 
Bureau of Customs, Philippine National Po- 
lice, National Bureau of Investigation and the 
Optical Media Board. 

Further, Katz said that the US was willing 
to work with Philippine authorities on its IPR 
protection, including information and educa- 
tion campaigns and the training of IPR work- 
єз. 

‘The official also suggested the possible in- 
clusion of piracy in the government program 
against tax evasion, which the US is support- 
ing through the so-called Millennium Devel- 
‘opment funds. 

For his part, Cristobal said the promotion of 
TPR was being undertaken as part of the gov- 
ernment’s anti-poverty program and would 
be kept up “irrespective of the USTR’s obser- 
vation on the country.” 

He said protecting and promoting IPR 
would spur the economy further by stimulat- 
ing innovation and attracting investments 
that would create jobs and help expand the 
tax base. 

Cristobal also said that the government 
would sustain the tempo on its enforcement 
campaign, under which 34 convictions have 
been rendered. 

Last week, Cristobal said а PSO-million 
haul of counterfeit goods was seized last 
month under the IPO's stepped up efforts. 

The haul included shoes, bags, wearing ap- 
parels, school supplies, novelty items and 
watches illicitly branded with Lacoste, Adi- 
das, Fila, Reebok, Puma, Polo Ralph Lauren, 
Nokia, Nike and Swatch. 


Fresh produce 
sales rising, 
expert says 


THE GROWING PREFERENCE OF ASIAN 
consumers for getting fresh produce from su 
permarkets instead of wet markets has 
prompted one of the world's leading organiz- 
ers of rade exhibitions to start one focused on 
that sector in this continent. 

Gerald Lamusse, a global brand manager 
at Messe Berlin GmbH, said in an interview 
that this change in consumer behavior was 
driving up business for producers, traders 
and buyers of fresh fruits and vegetables 
worldwide. 

Lamusse visited the country for yesterday's 
promotional launching of Asia Fruit Logistica, 
the first such international marketing fair to 
be held in Bangkok, Thailand, in September 
next year. 

The trade fair will be held every year from 
then on, with the next venues chosen depend- 
ing on developments in the international 
market. 

The expo takes off from the original 
Fruit Logistica that is usually held in Eu- 
rope and has been running for the past 15 
years. 

Lamusse said the rapid growth and devel- 
opment of the Asian market has spawned the 
need for a dedicated venue where those in- 
volved in the trade of fresh produce could get 
information and insight on the sector as well 
as business contacts. 

“The (expo) will be the best way for them 
to obtain these factors,” he said. 

Lamusse said that, for example, produc- 
ers or traders of fruits and vegetables 
would get to know possible business part- 
ners and how others are running theit 
business. 

“Maybe it used to be that pineapple is a 
good item to get into, but maybe now it is 
mango (in which the Philippines is a signifi- 
cant player)" he added. 

He said further that while the expo was "in. 
Asia and for Asia,” companies and organiza- 
tions-smaller ones or those already estab- 
lished--from every continent and every sec- 
tor of the fresh produce trade would take 
part. 

"Already we have confirmations from ex- 
hibitors based in South Africa, South Am 
са, Europe and the United States," Lamusse 
said. 

Also, the expo would coincide with the 
Asia Fruit Congress, an annual conference 
that has been running for the past 10 
years. Ronnel И; Domingo 
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Ya SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM 
4 net Avenue. Daman, Quezon Сү 


ты Nos (622 920901 = (632) 520-8440 
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INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
IAEB No. 2006-020 - Goods 
ACQUISITION OF FURNITURE & EQUIPMENT FOR BRANCH 
TELLERING PROJECT (4^ PHASE) 


‘Approved Budget Di Price arias 
Torte Contract |- Froid Documents 
(ABC) Source. ‘nom 

Hund relire] 


Project 
Description 


Supply delivery, 
A inatootion of 
Tid Tre capex: 
Booth and Forniture & 
Accessories to Equipment 
‘vious 588 
Branches 
‘Supply, delvary 
E instataton 
factual ation) сарех 
Ойу йит» | — Furniture & 
Fireproof Cash Equipment 
aurt 1o various 
555 ranches. 
Боору, diver 
E intaiation of 
sctultocation) 
rity (50) units 
Moneyremt 
Counter to 
Various 888 
Branches. 


LITT LI 


PAE2220000 


Ътза00010 


capex: 
Furniture & 
Equipment 


жуз, 
Ej 
00pm. 


экн recoved In exces of he АВС shel be aloratcalyreeced м bid opening 
The SSS now loves Bid rom ela bidders or Ihe proposed acquistion ofthe 
deve een Sup, оу ing rata а т 00005 are ec wn 
{enystve (6) calendar days ale contact sigringyrocap ol Purchase Order (PC 
тот an ig ar 1s contained n Seeon olo ang Documents 
Insucion 1o Beders (ТӨ). 


the pot-qualiation procedure 
Interested Bidders may obtain futher Information trom the SOCIAL SECURITY 
SYSTEM and парва ne Bidding Documents al na adress gen below irom Monday 
do Frey, £00 2m lo 5:00 pm. 

А complete sel ol Bidding Documents may bo purchased by Inlorestod Bidders 
from the address below and upon payment ola non-ftuncable lee. The method 
Si payment wil be on a cash pasis payable а! tha SSS Cashing Oeparimant 
SS Main iag.. Ground aor, pon accomplishment o SSS Form Н.б. The Bidding 
Documenis al Бе received personally by In prospaciva Biddar or Pis auhoraed 
тергезеп 

Tho Pre B Conference sha be ho al the Green Room, 12° Fior, SSS Main Big. 
East Avenue, Duman, Quezon Ciy. 

Воз and ety requvamonts musi bo dalvered at the Green Room. 12 Foot 
SSS Main Busing on ine deacina specad above. Al Bid must be accompanied by 
а 8 socurty т he am and amount пасив in the Bid Тапдаг Documents Late 
Bis shal not бе accopied 

‘id opening shal be neis athe Green Room, 12° Foo, SSS Main Biog., East Avenue. 
штап. Guezon Cuy. Bids wil be opened in the presence of the Bidders 
‘epresenatves who choose 1o allen at ine gen adress 

The SOCIAL SECURITY SYSTEM reserves Iho right to accept or reject any 
Bid, io алаш! the Bidding process, and 19 reject ай Bids at any time prior 19 
Sonlract award, wiinout hereby incurring any labily tothe affected Bidder or 
lasers. 

Bid and Awards Committee 

‘The Socretoit 

E Foor, SSS Main Bung 

East Avenue, Dinan, Queton Ciy 

Тее 622-2991; 924-7380; 920-6401 local S491 

Emall= bac Osas дурт, 

Focsimie number = (2) 924-7380 


THE CHAIRMAN. 
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бу ransCo 


National Transmission Corporation 
SECTION I. INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Republic of the Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 


SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF 
ЧЕТ A-1 AVIATION FUEL (for One Year) 
Ref. No. PB060329-PP0047 

+. The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION, Head Office Region 
(TRANSCO-HO) through the 2008 Corporate Budget approved by the TransCo 
Boara, четда 1o apply the sum o! Php 16.360.313.90 being the Approved Budget 
for ine Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract lor PA No. АТО 2. 
000016258 Bids recelved In excess ofthe ABC shall bo automaticaly rejected at 
Ва opening. 
The TRANSCO-HO now invites Bids irom обр Bidders lor the supply and. 
delivery ol Je А-1 fua Dalven ol he GOODS is required as дома Into-plane 
Deliveries : within 24 hours from receipt of notice from TransCo; Drum 
Deilveries: within ive (5) calendar days trom receipt of notice from Transco 
Tho description ol an alle Bidder is contained in Section Il of the Bidding 
Documents, ТВ. 
Bidding wil be conducted through open competitive bidding procedures using 
non-dacratonary passat стела as specified in the Implementing Ries and 
Regulatons Par A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184 (R A. 9184) ctherwise known 
эз ће "Government Procurement Reform Act." and is restricted 10 Filipino 
lirens/scio propriatorships, organizations with a least sixty percent (60%) 
Interest or outstanding captal stock belonging 1 cizens of the Phiiopines. and 
io ciirens or organizations ofa country the laws of regulations of which grant 
Snr rights or privieges 1o Рато слога, pursuant 1o Republic Act 5183 (RA 
5183) and subject о Cormonwesih Act 138 (C.A. 138). Only Bids from Bidders 
who pass the algity check wil be opened. The process tor the eligit check 
is described in Section І of the Bidding Documents, ITB. The bidder with the 
Lowest Calculated Bic (LCB) shall advance othe post-qualfcaion stage In order 
to finally determine responsiveness о! the bid lo technical and financial 
{aquirements of the project Tha coniract shalt теп be awarded to the Lowest 
Calculated and Responsive Bidder (LCA) who was determined as such during 
the ров quaiieaton procedure 
A compite sto Biking Documents may be purchased by interested Bidders rom 
‘Jane 24, 2006 to July 20, 2006 ai te address below and upon payment ol a 
Roreeluncable tee n tho amount of Php 2,000.00. The method of payment wil be 
Cash. The Bading Documents гай be receved personally by the prospective 
Biever or па алгопгөс roprosentatue 
The TRANSCO-HO wil hoid a Pre-Bid Conlerance open to ail interested parles on 
July S, 2009/5:00 a.m. а! mo adcross below. Requests for clantications on те Ба 
‘Gocumants snou be subrted before ihe Pre-bi Conference. 
Bids and олду requrements must be delverd othe address below on ог belore 
July 21, 2008/1000 a.m. AN Bids must be accompanied by a Bd security in any of 
Ihe ойон; fors and amount or an equivalent amount in в realy convertie 
Currency, Lila Bras shal not be эсседе. 


[ FORM OF SECURITY I 


Cas, cerit chack, свачега check, 
managers check bank arant or 
imevocatie lar of rad (1% of ABC) 


Bank guarantee (1.5 o ABC] РЫР 
Suray Bond (2 5% of ABC) Phe 40900725 


AMOUNT 
163,603.14 


2454471 


Foreign gevemment guaranies PRP 1630031390 


В opening лай ve on July 21, 2008/10:00 a.m. а! tne Admin Conference Room 
зате address below Bids wil be opened in Ine presence of the Bidders 
Tepreseniatves who choose ю amend at 1e address below. 

The National Transmssion Corporation reserves the righi to accept or reject any 
Bid. to annul he bidding process, and lo reject ай Bids at any time prior 10 
Contract award, without thereby incurring any Rabity lo he affected вебе or 
Biens. 


National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region. 
Mr, Armando N. Ochoa, BAC Chairman 

MMD Office, Ground Floor, TransCo Main Bldg. 

Power Center, Quezon Avenue 

comer BIR Road, Diiman, Quezon Cty 

Ты. No.: (832) 981-2207 / Fax No. (632) 922-8432 
Website: www.transco.ph 


(504) ARMANDO N. OCHOA 
(Chatman, Bids and Awards Commitee 


NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION 
OF 
P-FOUR, INC. 


Notice is hereby given that P-FOUR, INC. wil file with the 
Securities and Exchange Commission a Certificate of 
‘Amendment of Articles of Incorporation shortening its corporate 
Ме to April 30, 2005. 


Any person who may have a claim against said corporation 
‘may present the same to the undersigned at c/o АГРАР 1 Bidg.. 
5th Floor, 140 L.P. Leviste Street Salcedo Village, 1227 Makati 
City. 

This announcement serves as notice to ай parties concerned 
of the dissolution of said Company. 


(Sgd.) ALELI MILITSALA-BONIOL 
Corporate Secretary 
P-FOUR, INC. 


Tagaytay 


reen Ville 


For as Low as P10,045 a month 
tes 893-1207 + 872-9982 + 871-8318 + 805-2310. 


Casimiro Development 


NOTICE OF 
Loss 
This is to inform the 
public that 1 pc. of 
C.T.C. with serial no. 
24236753 (original, 
duplicato & triplicate) 
issued lo Brgy. Ibayo, 
Манао, Bulacan was 
lost. Any transaction 
with said СТ.С. if used 
shall be considered 
forfeited, not valid and 
wil no longer be 
honored. found, kindly 
inform the сопсотей 
barangay wi tel. по. 
044-711-4417. 
ую мам un 
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15% Downpayment 
Upto 12 Years to pay 
CALL NOW! 


at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Watch Contor 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorotaa. 
5646593 5897041 
0817-8473744 


PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
A Subsidiary of Bases Conversion Development Authority 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
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Republic of the Philippines. 
National Transmission Corporation 
South Luzon Operations and Maintenance 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 
Construction of Lineman's Operator's Vila at Batangas Substation 
ITRANS-06-CLVBS-EG-04-PB2] 


The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM. through the 
Interna! Cash Generation (ICG) intende о apply the sum of Three Milton Four 
Hundred Eighly Seven Thousand Four Hundred Forty Five & 82/100 
(Phps 487,445.82) being the Approved Budget for Contract (ABC) to payments 
under te contract lor Construction of Lineman's/Operator’s Vila at Batangas 
‘Substation. Bida received in excoss о! the ABC shall be automatically rejected 
at Bid opening 
The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM now invites potential 
зде to submit Latter о! intent (LO!) and apply for eligbity or the construction 
of lneman's/operators vila af batanges substation. Bidders should possess а 
eld PCAB license win License Particular of at least: "Calogory D & C, 
General Building” and Registration Particular of at least: "Small B-Bullding 
A Industriel Plant. must have at з! completed а single contract similar to the 
Sontracto be bid involving experience in construction of ай types o bung. Le. 
Rousing, schools, hospitals, market, mullstorey buldings, airport terminais & 
other related structures. The value of which should be al le 
and meet the other minimum elgibiity requirem: 
documents. Applications от ol wil be evaluated on a "passe basis. The 
last day for submission of ebgibity documents shall be on the same date ofthe 
‘pening ol Eligibility documents: July 07, 2006, 1:30 P.M. at the address 
mentioned in ho next succeocing paragraphs, Only those Bidders passing the 
'ligbity check wi бе eniied o Purchase the Bidding Document. Completion of 
the works Is required by 125 calendar days. 

ibe conducted through open competitive bidding procedures as spectiod 
in ne implementing Rulos and Regulations Рал A (RRA) of Republic Act No. 9184 
[RA 164) oneris known as the Government Procurement Reform Act, and is 
Tasticiod, Unless oferwie stated, 1o organizations wih at least seventy-five percent 
(75% interest or oustanding capa stock belonging 10 ilzens о! ine Philippines. In 
accordance wih IAA Part A ol В.А 9184, only Bids from Bidders who passed the 
Sigmy спасем be opened. The Bidder wih he Lowes! Calculated Bid (LCB) shal 
fcvance to he postquaticaton tage in order o finaly determine s responsiveness 
to ha lechnical and nancial requirements ol Ie projec. The contract shall han be 
awarded о е Lowest Calculated Responsive Bidder (LCR) who was determined 
эз such during post-quatication 
Interested Bidcars shall securo the ЕКОШ documents trom the BAC Secretariat at 
the address sisted below, staring June 16-July 04, 2008 from 8:00 А.М. o 5:00 
РМ upon payment ot а non-retundebe le o! Php 1,000.00. Toy һай submit iir 
accomplished Еау documents on or balore July 07, 2006, 1:30 P.M. atthe state 
dress. Ebay Screening shall be heid on July 07, 2006, 1:90 P. M. atine OAVP 
Gonterence Room B ol no slated address 
Interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information trom NATIONAL 
TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM Regional Contacts Management Ойсе 
(НСМО, and перес the Biking Documents al he address given below Irom 8:00 
Ам 1o 5:00 P.M. on July 28-31, 2008. 
Acompiete st of Bing Documents may be purchased by Bidders that passed the 
migany check upon he presentation othe Noise ol Egli те BAC Secretariat 
al he address below and upon payment ol а non-relundavie lee Ph2.000.00 The 
Bang Documents shall be received personally by he bidder or his authorized 
representative sarng July 28-31. 2008, 8:00 A.M- 5:00 P.M. 
The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM will ho a Pre-Bla 
Conlerenco open о ай Eigbie Bidders on Aug. 03, 2006, 9:30 A.M. at tha OAVP 
Conleronca Room Transco, SLOM San Vicent, Ban, Laguna. 
Deadine for submission of bis is on August 17, 2006, 9:30 A. М. al he address 
below. Al Bids must be accompanied by a Bd Secun in any ol Ine prescrbed frm 
indcated under Secton 27 2.1 R. А 9184. Bid opening shal be on the same dale 
August 17, 2006, 9:30 A.M al he OAVP Conference Ноот 8 of Transco SLOM. 
Laie Bigs shat not be accepted. Bids wi be opened in he presence ol he Bidders 
representasies who choose ю attand. 
The NATIONAL TRANSMISSION CORPORATION-SLOM reserves the right to 
accept or reject any Bid and to апаш the bidding process and reject ай Bids at 
any ime pror 10 contract award, without Inereby incurring any Вау o the 
atiecied Bidder or Bidders. 


‘National Transmission Corporation - South Luzon Operations & Maintenance 
Regional Contracts Management Otice (RCM) 
San Vicente Bran, Laguna 4024 
Ме Ruben б. Castuera - ВАС Chairman 
RE) 991-4576 о? cal 4094; 4006: 4083 
Mansco ph. 
102) 381-4576 10 78 focal 4007 
wear ranseo ph 
(SGD) RUBEN б. CASTUERA 
ВАС Chairman 


TechmicaL EDUCATION ano SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 


tion о Apply for Elan and o Bid 
Republe ot he Phiuppines 
EDET Project 
Tender No. LCB -EDET - 0148. 
Training Equipment, Tools and Accessories in Lots: 


Tao -Foa Feesn 
[rei Towie 


Php 1229000000 (A B, C) 
Php 10.060.000.00 (A. В, C) 


The Government ol the Pilpins (GOP) has recived а re иот KIW towards e 
costo me Expansion ot Dual Educaton ana Traing (EDET) being camed out у e Technical 
cann ang Sus Development Authorty (TESDA f miend o apply тив cred ос payments 
ander бе conira lor Even (11) s tor me Supiy Trang Equpmen, Toots, Pubicatons, 
Compute, Auso Visual Equipment. итше эла Accessonas 

TESDA пон indes sedes Bids rom ооб ies Ior Training Equipment, Tos and 
Accessones, Daley ol ho Goods io e TESDA instuona sies sha be one hundred 
келү (120 calendar days rom me date d contact sigung The descnpton ol an ehgòie 
‘cars contain Secuon Hot те Biking Documents, TB. 

Bóng ий be conducted trough leid bidding procedures using non-discietionary | 
pastai сига as spend in е Implemening Rules and Reguaons Part А (IRR-A) ol 
Rep Aci No S184 (RA 9184), oenwse known as he Government Procurement Нет 
ACL ard s resincted 1o oganzatons wih at least sity percent (E^ rest or ouisiandng 
‘capial ick belonging fo сгв of те Phippnes, as speciled in Rapubic Act 5183 (RA 
5183. Oniy Bis om bier who pas e egy check wi be opened. The process or 
Фе eigo check в descrbed in Secton 1 ol ne Bing Documents. TB. The dar wth 
Фе lowest caula (LCB) shal advance 1o he post-qualcaton sage п order 1o ладу 
delemea Ns responsiveness о o echnical and anoal requrement ol Ве poet. Tho 
Correct shal тел be awarded toe Lowest Calculated and Response Ван (CRB) who 
әз osermned as such dump пе post quaticaon procedure: 

повео? Bidders may алап kaher normaron fm he PROCUREMENT AND SUPPLY 
DIVISION. 3r Flor, TESDA Aümmatraton Butang, TESDA Complex. East белсе Read 
South Luzon Expressway. Fon Bonlace, Tug Сау and inspect пе Bing Documents ві 
the acras gen еюн kom 900 am 10500 pm 

A compita sto Bidding Documents may be purchased by tees Beides om the 
‘adres bbw and upon paymon ol a noneundabl lao п me amours o One Thousand Five 
опата Pesos (P1500 00) The math ol payment wi be in the form ol cash. The dng 
Documents shall бе received personaly by ine prospective Bidder or his aulhonzet 
represniave 

TESDA wil hold a Pre-Bid Conference opon to al intersted pres on July 04, 2008 a 
200 pm, Aguno Room, атъ Care, TESDA Adminsvaton Buln, 

Воз and eigbityrequrements most be берес 10 he address below on or beoe 
August 08, 2006 A8 Вв mast be accompanied by а Ва seco m mo lom ot 

* Ces, cried chock, casrs check, bark бай or irevocabie ler of cred? 
ent to 1s а ABC. or 

‚ Bark Guarantee equvaenl о 1% cl ABO or. 

* Surety Bond egal to 2% ol ABC 

Late Bis sha nat be accepted: 

Bd cpenrg shal bo had on August 15, 2006.9 30 m atthe Aquino Room, Lain, 
Селах TESDA Aómeisraton Bung Bs wi te opone inthe presence ol he Bao 
‘epresrtabves who Chaos lo ала a e ares baw. 

TESDA reseves tno righi 1o sccept or jet any Bd. and to anu the bidding process 
and jet al s al any me pror о contract awara, noa Mareby ung any ариу b 
те ateces бова о Boos 

TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND SKILLS DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MR. SANTIAGO M. YABUT 

(беру Dracor Genera, FO) 

Crasman. ВАС 

TESDA Compl. TESDA Adninisson Bulking 
East Samen ова Sou Luzon Expressway 
For Вомасо, Taguig Cay 

Te No: 817-06 to 80 ond 893-298. 

Fax No 8174040 

Emai pad oesaGtesda gov ph 

Wetsso wwwiesta gov ph 


(902) SECRETARY AUGUSTO BOBOY SYJUCO 
Окосе Generat 
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With faith in the Resurrection ЕД 


we announce the death of our mother 


HERMELI N D ‚A VILLANUEVA fe On the Eve of the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 
RAMOS DIZON 
———Àá A. JUDITH LUCIANO LEDESMA 


of cardiac arrest. 
She is survived by her three children, Rodolfo, Br. Rolando FSC and Josefa. 
кыайан аин fe Сири cl Hope was peacefully called from her valiant pilgrimage of 58 years. 
Rolling Hills Memorial Park, Bacolod City. 


The Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated on Monday, 26 lune 2006, 8:30AM 
at the Carmelite Monastery, Mandalagan, Bacolod Cl. ё u 
tentent: loi Her mother, Justice Leonor Ines-Luciano; 


In leu of flower, the family would appreciate donations lor scholarships In her memory Her children, Elaine, Nikki, Carla, Tara, and Maryanne; 
‘Please make checks payable to [RR DIZON FOUNDATION. ^ i 
Her grandchildren, Noelle and Nikka; 
— Her siblings, Ging and Eddie, Chichos and Nanett, 
"Eg Sg © Sito and Marilyn, and Clem and EQ; 
Er T 
is In Loving Memory E: Her other relatives and friends, and the numerous people whose lives she 
hein DENE ee had touched and served with Mother Teresa's Christ-like love, especially the 
June 24, 2005 mountain people of Siniloan and the prisoners of San Juan Town Jail, 
request the pious readers 
NICANORA DOBLE-DE LUN. to pray for her speedy welcome into 
Botolan, Zambales God's Kingdom of Eternal Joy. 


Her children Noel & Rose, Ruben & Bel, Paul & Kitty, 
Francis & Marlin, and Ma. Teresa; grandchildren Lee, Kim, 
Lin; Carlo; Abigail, Monica; Patrick Ian; her friends and Her remains lie in state at the parish of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
relatives request the pious readers to pray forthe eternal repose | 
of her soul. Broadway St., О.С. Interment will be at the crypt of said Church on Sunday, 


Mass will be offered today at San Isidro Labrador Church, June 25, 2006 after the 2:00 p.m. funeral Mass. 


s Nangka, Marikina City at 7:00 a.m. ^ e 
ko GN gr 


di —————9 


Seven Years Ago Today 1 iari 


Our Beloved Mama 


маша коотан ||” MANUEL VICENTE KOHANAP BRIONES ° 


Joined the Lord in Eternal Rest 


The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass wil be celebrated in her memory a loving and dedicated father passed away 
Land that of our Papa, Salvador Tan Siong Chang, today atthe оп Saturday, June 10, 2006. 
* following churches: TOF 


Catarman Cathedral s 330 AM Manuel, known to most as Noli was born on March 24, 1944 in the Philippines. He earned his Engineering 
Mary Tie Queen (Gren) — 609p Degree from Mapua Institute of Technology and received his MBA from Asia Institute of Management 
ianctuario de San Jose (Greenhills) nc 6:1: } 
[генгүн a уату нта н (AIM), After much traveling, he eventually settled his family in the United States. Moving to New York, 
Sanctuario del Santo Cristo (Blumentritt)... 7:30 AM New Jersey and then to Arizona permanently. 
St. Francis Church (Mandaluyong) 190 AM 
St. John The Baptist rae 6:00 PM At the time of his demise, he was a member of The Society for Mining, Metallurgy and Exploration, 
"Thank you once again for your prayers and well wishes USA; member of The New Jersey Society of Professional Engineers; and a Registered Professional 
Mining Engineer, USA. 
Edward. Robert & Jenny. Ronnie (+) & Marge, Renan & Iris Єз 
Alex & Milly. Stanley & Jen, Sandy and Steve Manuel will be sadly missed but lovingly remembered. His generosity and kind heart were an inspiration 


Eddie & Noah, Doy, Square & Kay & Candice is fami i: pci 

‘Aida & Albert (Simtoco), Arvin & Malou, Archie & Barbie, & Aris to his family. He lived his life with integrity and bravery. 

; Tommy & Marge, Bernice. Adrian & Melissa CONS ; Я 5 а ; 

i Bday £ Boy (Gisik Cd Mr. Briones is survived by his loving wife Gloria; two daughters, Christine and Marion Lee; a son, 


Nonoy & Grace, Trisha, Felicity. Valerie, Noynoy & Borgy Frank; a son-in-law, Eugene Lee; his sisters, Remelina, Angelita, Longina and Wilhelmina; brothers, 


D) and great grandchildren. Josevero and Nicolarico; in-laws, nephews and nieces; grandnephews and grandnieces. 


Bes —— o His remains will lie in state on Monday and Tuesday, the 26" and 27" of June, 2006, respectively, at the 
Saint Jerome Chapel/Sta. Susana Church, Alabang, Metro Manila. Funeral Services will be held on 
Qe I Wednesday, June 28, 2006 at 9:00 am and interment will follow at the Loyola Memorial Park, Sucat, 


р: „ Metro Manila. 
Message of Thanks P 'aranaque, Metro Mani 


The family of в.а, 


DR. ALEX B. TIRONA 


of Cavite City ‘Artemio "Boy" Salcedo Cruz, Jr. | |? He Home и ту rock ond ту занит: Не и ту fortress, 1 will never be shaken: y 
esan Paim 
is deeply touched and grateful. es жакс 


for the tremendous thoughtfulness, love een CHUA KOK HIONG 
N and sympathy given by his relatives, o men suns Sam on Sunday, June 25, a.k.a. PHILIP UY 


colleagues, patients and friends. 
May God bless them all! Peacefully joined our Lord Jesus Christ 


Always caring. a une 11 2006 heap 52 

= ни wife So Han; children Ryan (lds son), Michelle, Christian and Lyane his parenis, 
Inquirer OBITUARIES a a a a De Pa t ba тарту "ч 
ота O Me- VA who ате ибну: ОЦ | oniinn: Ны semi е in ише и La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon Ci 


йай Я Interment wil be on June 26,2006, 9:00 ап. at the Manila Memorial Park, Dasmariñas, Cai 
and burdened, and | will give:you rest. © Copy of Death Certificate 
a. Matthew 11:28, Ө Any identification document (LD.) 


satan ranean 


LL CLASSIFI 


сыгы а BANK ACQUIRED ASSET FOR SALE 
More Classified Ads: BEST ANTES m Са И 
Boat aceti osa 


AFP-RSBS on A20; JEWELRY W Еа Area: 11,572.00 sams. (more or loss] 


* subject to bank's approval and change 


rout pro noté tome pub" 
DFA, NFA and pur For Inqulies plese call: 
j LI интер COCONUT PLANTERS BANK 
Asset Management and 


Province of Isabela CE [rere rei 


Hotline No. 8119797 


on A21 PASADENA VHLAS 
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A weekly directory. «xe WE« t.) 
of the country's best establishments 


Astoria Plaza 
15) Escriva Drive, Ortigas Business Ошла, 
Pasig iy 1600 
лы 687-1 А Fax 910-0370 
кта ales@sstraplzacom 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
ska Ave. со, Kalayaan St. Makati Chy 
"cnet rex 0278-1415 
Ena makaciclygrdenhotescom 


Ф. 


Exe 
sues 
M 


Diamond Hotel Philippines 
Cor: De). Quero St. Roxas Bi 
Чы (1) 510-3000 Fa 526-2285 


Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
1 Garden Wap, Oris Center, Manda 
ы 031 0005 
vevsahungrHa com 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
163) A Mabini St, Маме, Marla 
"23-1000 ie 5254979 


Ema ses Qpovecutveplazihota com. 
"owrmexecuovepasabeal. om. 


Galton Pine 


Golden Pre Hotel and Restaurant 
intersection of Camo Stand Lagarda 
Rose, 


баро Cx 

лы (07444443976 to 7140-8975) 
Tac (004 446-0708. 

Erat goidenpnehote@skyiret net 


yo 


Hotel Veniz 
No. | Abanao St Baguio Ory 
Ta (074) 446-0700 1003, 
Fax (074) 446-0704 
Ermat: hotsen sinet net 


Las Palmas 
Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
161GA Mabini St Мише. Maa 
ты (632) 521-1000 Fax (631) 527-6917 
evwhapsimsshotl com ph 


- 


Mandarin Orienta! Manila 
Paseo de Roas cor Makan Ave. Makati Cy 
"ы 750-8889 


Renaissance Makati Cty Hotel 
Esperanza St or makati Ava. Maa Cy 
"i Bt) ganara 811-6777 


кийи 


Palm Plaza Hotel 


Peari Farm Beach Resort 
карал band Garden. Су of Sarmal 
Ча (082) 221-99701973 
Manita: (02) 750-1696 [rax (082) 221.9979 


SOMLESET 
Somerset Salcedo, Makatı 
ну два Corts St cor LP Laws St, 


Salcedo lage. 1227 Maka Cy 
"а 895-6 Fac 008-6658, 


Wao? 
somerset 
= 
Somerset Millennium, Makati 
No VOA Agarre St орар Vises, 129 


akan Cay 
лы 000-0505 Fa 812-7721 


©? 
‘a? 
sontaser 
Somerset Olympia, Makati 
кеу Maan Ave НП Maka Cy 
еалт 616-354 


The вое Mara 
Noni anapewa Norge 
(СҮЗ 
se (ony Tra lox 63771-0282 
p. 


Pues 
Em d 


C 


aw 


3224 


City Garden Suites 
MISSA Man Se Ere, Mana 
"sae isi Бәк 524-4044 
Emaitchresernatone@erygerdenhelscom 


“К CSB HOTEL 


Aretan Aue. cor Entrada St- Mato, Mana 
S (02 400-3333 Far 400.740) 


FS 
e 
penu dn: 
Dust Hate Nido 
Apis Certes 1223 Makati Cy Ры. 
ЗУ Enak desig com. 


Evercrest Golf Club Resor, Inc. 
en. 72 buo, Nasugbu. баор 
"ы (02 7125203 98 
"ax (02) 712-9299 
Manita Sales Оба 733-2822733.9955 


GARDEN 
PLAZA 
сч 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
1030 Belen Se, Paco, Mana 
ты (632) 522-4835 ts (631) 22 440. 


Grand Rega Hotel Daven 
Sau ете Dvn 
Ке d 


9 


INTERCONTINENTAL. 
Intercontinental Mania 
TAa Avenue. Hic Ску 
was 
swvomerconanenci com. 


Mactan stand Resort 


Porta Engar Rosa, Lapu Lapu Cebu 
3 (632) Br car} 
Кү 

нА 


Oto 
Mana Pon Hote 
оним Кушкын ою 


“a (6) 520-1212 flan (632) 26-1882. 
remain com ph 


Qu 


Oukerod Premer Ayala Centar 
m m 
ee eie 
mani SE TUE ад 
Be pen поте 
een 


ET 
Royal Mandya Hotel 
Гр ына 
ved adie me 


ЕГА 


Subic International Hotel 
Subic Bay Free Por Zona, Olongapo Ory 
‘arin 141-2222 / М3 
"шрны лош com. 


SSUIEMER PLACE ROTEL 
Summer Place Hotel 
Ken. 288 Marcos Highway, барго Су 
Ты: 1014) 446 0500, 446 S1000) 
WerwSunmeractbspuo com. 


Thal Vta Hotei 
Managed by Fogo Hore & Properties 
Kon eb Agence Pig. Ta 
rete 
[gd 


ds 


The Marco Polo. 
CH Reco Se Озо Cry 8000 

ты. буй! бейли 061] 225-0115 
Ка 


Ww 
pim 


Waterfront Hotel Lab 
Satna Dre, зад Cebu ly 
ла (6232) 232 Saran (63321292-6880 
rw vatertronthoteh st. 


„мамо Howl Maran, 
тлер asd Lapu ape iy А 
ыш 


FOR THE WHOLE MONTH OF JUNE AND JULY, DIN- 
ing at Dusit Hotel Nikko's Benkay to enjoy authentic 
Japanese cuisine at its finest gets even better every 


Saturday and Sunday. 


Lunchtime is "Sushi O' More" time as Benkay takes 
your dining pleasure to the next level with its mouth- 


"watering sushi selections. 


‘Take pleasure in and choose from among the wide 
variety of sushi prepared by Benkays well-loved 


sushi chefs. Choice of sushi starts at P100+ + 


For inquiries and reservations, please call 867- 


3333. 


Astoria Plaza Hotel 
announcement 
‘To all our valued clients: 


We would like to assure all our clients 
that Astoria Plaza Hotel is in full opera 
tion and is in compliance with all regula 
tions of the City of Pasig. 

The recent report regarding the clo- 
sure of Astoria Hotel located at the cor- 
ner of Makati Avenue and Eduque St., 
refers to The Astor Hotel which is oper- 
ated by the group of Manuel Morato. 

Astoria Plaza is located at No. 15 Es- 
criva Drive, Ortigas Business District, 
Pasig City. It is not, in any manner, con- 
nected with the said Astor Hotel. 

For inquiries and reservations please 
contact us at 6871111 or visit our web- 
site at wwwastoriaplaza.com 


Bellevue Dance Party @ 20/20 


THE ENTERTAINMENT AND LEISURE 
destination of choice in the southern 
Metro Manila area, The Bellevue Hotel, 
invites everyone to put on their dancing 
shoes for the exciting Bellevue Dance Par- 
ty on Saturday, July 29 at the hotel's 
20/20 Entertainment Bar. Held every oth- 
er Saturdays at 7 p.m., the event relives 
thedance music fever of the seventies, six- 
ties and other all-time favorite tunes in a 
dance arena overlooking the beautiful 
night lights of the south. Tapping the ge- 
nius of Poncy Quirino, a well-known party 
organizer during the seventies and him- 
self a dance master, this event will un- 
doubtedly shake the southern Metro 
Manila party scene. Entrance fee of 
р500пе gets you in with two standard 
drinks, plus a special happy hour rate hap- 
pens at the stroke of midnight. For in- 
quiries, call 771-8181. 
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Business made easy at Somerset Salcedo 


WITH ITS STRATEGIC LOCA- 
tion at the heart of the central 
business district its wide range of 
function rooms, business centre 
services, and impeccable ser- 
vices, Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
isan ideal location for expatriates 
and business travellers to hold 
meetings and entertain clients. 

Whether it is for a business 
meeting, seminar or social gath- 
ering, Somerset Salcedo Makati 
offers a variety of function room 
packages and personalized ser 
vices to cater 10 every residents 
business needs. 

Located on the 6th floor, the 
Somerset Salcedo Makati Confer- 


ence Room is an ideal meeting fa- 
cility that can cater to groups of 
25 to 70 persons. Somerset Sal- 
Cedo's special function room 
packages include a wide selection 
of food and beverage choices, 
modern audio-visual equipment 
and broadband Internet access. 
Experienced staff will assis in co- 
ordinating the event and will be 
оп site го help ensure that the 
event is run smoothly. 

At the top floor of Somerset 
Salcedo is the spacious Penthouse 
which can cater to a variety of 
events. Stretching over 150 sqm., 
the Penthouse presents an idyllic 
space for large group seminars 


and residents lounge. 


and special social get-togethers. 
For the convenience of busi- 
ness executives who wish to un- 
wind at the end of their meetings, 
Somerset Salcedo offers 155 fully 
furnished and stylishly designed 
serviced residence units where 
executives can recluse and relax. 
Residents can also enjoy a range 
of recreational facilities including 
fitness centre, indoor swimming 
pool, jacuzzi, restaurants, bar 


set Salcedo Makati will be an 
event to remember, 

For more information on Som- 
erset Sakedos Function Room 
Packages, please contact our Cen- 
tral Sales Office at (63-2) 888- 
0531 or e-mail at enquirymani- 
la@the-ascott.com. 


With а panoramic view of the 
city in the background, coupled 
with its wide options of special 
function room packages and fa- 
cilities, occasions held at Somer- 


People, Events? Products 


SWEET CRYSTALS INTEGRATED RECEIVES HACCP CERTIFICATION 


‘Sweet Crystals Integrated Sugar Mills (Scism), one 
‘of the most productive sugar milling corporations in 
the country, and fully owned by All Asian Counter- 
trade Inc (ACI), recently received the honor of be- 
Ing the first sugar mill in Luzon to pass the stringent. 
НАССР audit, in an awarding ceremony held at the 
Makati Shangri-La Hotel. The event was welk-at- 
tended by Scism and AAC! officials, Philippine Sug- 
ar Millers Association, top clients from the food in- 
dustry, major bankers of Scism, and Vice Mayor 
Carling dela Cruz of Porac, Pampanga. The HACCP 
or Hazard Analysis and Critical Points is a globally- 
accepted approach to food safety that addresses 
physical, chemical and biological hazards covering 


work in the Philippines and reach a bigger base 
of users, Acer Philippines Inc announced recent- 
ly that It has appointed Its 4th distributor in the 
country. Bridge Distribution Inc. A subsidiary of 
Phil-Data Business Systems Inc, Bridge Distri- 
bution Inc will manage channels for Acer desk- 
top and server products. Acer Philippines Inc, 
for its рап, Is happy to take Bridge Distribution 
Inc into ts fold as part of lts network of distribu- 
tors, further expressing optimism їп Bridge's ca- 
pabliityto further grow Acer's business. Photo 
shows, (seated, from left) Manuel Wong, gener- 
al manager, Acer Philippines; Ruther Ng. vice 
president and general manager, Bridge Distribu- 
ton Inc. Witnessing the MOA signing are (trom 
left) Mannix Lim, sales manager, Bridge Distri- 


all stages of food production and preparation. The 
two-week audit of mill conducted by the Technisch- 
er Uberwachungsverein (TUV), or Technical inspec- 
tion Association Philippines, tested ай critica! facets 
о! тїї operations that were evaluated based on the 
Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) on sanitation 
‘of mill and processes involved, pest control, house- 
keeping, and safety and quality of products. Present 
in the official awarding are (from left) Jo Кие, TUV 

resting, Michael Escaler, Scism chair, Pinky 
Zamora, TUV marketing, Jos! Cayasan, Scism busi- 
ness unit head, Jojo Gana, Scism president, Gene 
Ochavilo, Scism OC head, May Cuevas, Scism mar- 
keting and Bobby Ortiz, Scism CFO. 


Acer Phils; and Oliver Pabilla, product manager, 
Bridge Distribution Inc. 


HealthToday 
fitness 


seminars 

HEALTHTODAY MAGA- 

zine presents a series of 

‘workshops, seminars and de- 

mos on June 24 at the Megatrade 

Hall in SM Megamall. Diverse sub- 

jects on caring not only for the self, but also for the 
family will be discussed at the health exhibit, cover- 
ing fitness tips and trends of interest to mothers 
and working women everywhere, tasty and nutri- 
tious cooking for the family, caring for the husband 
and child rearing. The lecture-seminars wili run 
from 1 p.m. unti 6:30 p.m., while a conditioning 
сит well-being exhibit will be open the whole day. 
There wil also be free health services ike medical 
consultation, bone scanning, body-mass Index 
measurements, blood pressure monitoring and 
‘more. Ване prizes and gifts await lucky visitors. 
Part of the proceeds from this health exhibit will go 
to Gawad Kalinga to help build communities for the. 
underprivileged. Entrance is free. Those who will 
bring a copy of the June 2006 issue of HealthToday 
can avail of free health services. Contact MediMar- 
keting Inc at 886-0333 or 886-0342, local 113 or 
1510 guarantee seats for the seminars. 


‘Ampalaya...’ book now 


available at Powerbooks 
AMERICAN AUTHOR FRANK MURRAY RECENTLY 
paid the country a visit for the formal launching of 
his book "Ampalaya: Nature's Remedy For Type 1 
and Type 2 Diabetes" at Powerbooks in Greenbelt 
4. Murray traveled to the Philippines to research 
‘and get a first-hand look at the Ampalaya and how 
itis used to help diabetics In the country. His book. 
takes an in-depth look at the healing properties of 
the Ampalaya demonstrating Its efficacy using 
both scientific studies and case histories of indl- 
viduals using Charantia, the country’s leading Am- 
palaya food supplement product. Also detailed aro. 
how diabetics can care for their eyes, kidneys and 
feet, and tha importance of nutrition, exercise and 
‘support groups. Herbcare Corporation made pos- 
sible Murray's visit in he Philippines for the book 
launch. Prior to his visit, Murray also attended the 
Natural Products Expo held in Anaheim California 
and at the Philippine Consulate in New York where 
his work was met with commendation. 
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A child's brain development 
optimized through music 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


HO COULD HAVE 
thought the musically in- 
clined would also do well 


with a scalpel or a protractor? Ac- 
cording to studies cited by US-l 
censed educator Jeannie H. Castil- 
lo, 66 percent of music majors who 
apply to medical school are admit- 
ted. The best engineers and techni- 
cal designers in Silicon Valley are 
nearly without exception practic- 
ing musicians. 

Furthermore, she adds, the world's top aca- 
demic countries place a premium on music 
education. Children in countries like Hun- 
gary, Netherlands and Japan take their music 
lessons seriously. 

From these, Castillo boldly concludes a di- 
rect co-relation between the inclination to 
music and the ability to excel in various other 
fields. 


Stimulating brain dev't 

Castillo, who teaches children up to 7 years 
old at her new Kindermusik studio in Cubao, 
Quezon City, revealed in a recent press con- 
ference how music and interaction stimulate 
the*overall brain development of a child in a 
way that nothing else сап. 

Castillo says that when a child is exposed to 
early stimulation— whether they're talked to 
by parents, held, sung to, danced with or en- 
gaged in play—synapses, or the connections 
between neurons in a child's brain, are creat- 
ed and stimulated. 

She adds that the more a child interacts 
with a parent or teacher, the more connec- 
tions are created between neurons, paving 
the way for brain development. 

‘And then there's music, which seems to 
play an important role in a child’s emotional 
development. 

“When a child is exposed to music, his or 
her emotions are engaged. There's an emo- 
tional component to music that makes people 
happy, especially when this music is experi 
enced with a parent or caregiver that the child 
feels comfortable with. The child learns 
through the limbic system," she says. 


Primed for learning 

Castillo adds that when a child feels posi- 
tive emotions with the person who is teaching 
them, when they are listening to music that 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


WHEN WE THINK OF A TYPICAL 
2ist century scenario of an urban 
dweller's lifestyle, we usually include 
cell phones, PDAs, notebooks, com- 
puters, microwave ovens and TVs in 
the picture. They are very much a part 
of our world and to many, it’s impossi- 
ble to imagine a life without them. 
And what do all these devices have in 
common? With prolonged exposure, 
they can also be a harmful source of 
electromagnetic field (EMF) radia- 
tion. 

ЕМЕ pollution causes a different type 
of environmental pollution which can be 
more risky to one's health than the usual 
air pollution we can easily detect and 
protect ourselves from. EMF radiation is 
‘a major stressor of the body and we get a 
fair amount of it every day, everywhere, 
Yet, we can't see it, we can’t hear it, we 
can't smell it. 


STRAIGHT FROM THE DISCOVERY 
Channel: The one-celled ameba leads 
far from a shapeless and boring exis- 
tence. It has a nice life actually, eating 
until it doubles in size and splits. It 
walks in a funny but sly way, rearrang- 
ing itself and protruding on one side on 
fake feet, which make it move forward, 
grasp the surface, pull the rest of the 
body, and after that literally tiring step, 
reabsorb the fake foot till the next 
move, And that’s just the ameba—think 
of the possibilities for paramecium, cil- 
ia, bacteria, etc. This almost makes one 
want to be a biologist. 

Speaking of cells, all cells, including 
ours, are really 90 percent water, with 
the rest divided among protein, carbohy- 
drate, fat, nucleic acid. We start out 
when a bold male sperm cell makes con- 
tact with the mother’s egg cell, dividing 
merrily away until different kinds of cells 
are formed. (The heart beats for the first 
time 21 days after fertilization.) 


makes them feel happy, their brain is primed 
for learning. 

"Taking it a step further, when a child is 
held or danced with or encouraged to play 
with musical instruments, it also works the 
motor development area of their brain,” she 
says 

Castillo explains this develops a child's 
physical skills, and enhances the child's abili 
ty to listen. 

“Being able to develop an acute sense of 
hearing and knowing how to listen is related. 
to language development," she says. 

Brain activities 

Castillo says music engages both sides of 
the brain. The area that connects the two 
sides of the brain, the corpus callosum can be 
5 to 15 percent larger for children who are ex- 


posed to music than those who are not. 

Dr. Elizabeth Ventura, professor and chair 
of the UP Department of Psychology, says 
magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) results 
from musicians engaged in their craft show 
activity in all areas of their brains. 

"Music and interaction are like cross train- 
ing for children's brains, so there are more 
neural connections developed. The more they 
engage in music, the stronger the neural con- 
nections will be,” Castillo says. 

Stronger and more neural connections, she 
says, serve like “information superhighways" 
when the children become adults. Brain sig- 
nals and external stimuli travel faster. 

In а way, music helps “pave” these super- 
highways, so other skills related to reading, 
math and critical thinking are better facilitat- 
ed. 
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Study results serve 
as guide for 
schizo treatment 


By Charles E. Buban 


WHEN FACED WITH THE 
fact that the first chosen an- 
tipsychotic drug is not effective 
or has intolerable side effects, 
both doctors and patients alike 
struggle to decide which drug 


to try next. 


But thanks to the results of 
the second phase of the An- 
tipsychotic Trials of Interven- 
(Catie) 
study, the question of which 
drug to try next may now be 
justa bit easier to answer. 

The second Catie study, 
whose results were published 
in April, found that many 
schizophrenia patents who 
don't respond well to their 

antipsychotic 


tion Effectiveness 


first chosen 
medication improved 


switching to a second medica- 


tion. 


The Catie study is 
largest, longest and most com- 
prehensive independent trial 
ever done to examine existing 
therapies for schizophrenia 
involving more than 1,400 pa- 
tients in a span of 18 months 
at 57 medical facilities) and 
funded by the US government. 
rather than pharmaceutical 


companies. 
Guide 


"With the results of the first 
and second phase already 
known, doctors, patients and 
their families will now have а 
guide on which drug will fit 
the patients situation best 
and what side effects to ex- 
pect,” says Dr. Jose Tablante, 
Eli Lilly Philippines medical 


director. 


In the first phase, nearly 
three-fourths of the patients 
did not complete the sup- 
posed 18-month long trial for 
any one the following rea- 

inadequate effective- 
ness in controlling their symp- 
toms, intolerable side effects 
or their own decision not to 


sons: 


continue. 


The drugs that showed ben- 
efits throughout the two phas- 
es of the Catie trial include Eli 
Lilly's olanzapine (Zyprexa) 
wherein test patients were 
“less likely to be hospitalized 
for a psychotic relapse and 
tended to stay on the medica- 
ion longer than patients tak- 
ing other medications." 

However, researchers noted 
that olanzapine patients also 
experienced weight gain as 
well as increase in total 
cholesterol and triglyceride 
levels than patients taking the. 
other drugs. 


Evaluating tradeoffs 

Tablante says the result on- 
ly show why it is very impor- 
tant for doctors and patients 
alike to carefully evaluate the 
tradeoffs between efficacy 
and side effects and the study 
results may serve аз a guide. 

“Prior to the Catie study, 
doctors and patients don't 
have an idea how patients 
should be subsequently treat- 
ed when one drug did not per- 
form as expected and how the 
drugs compare to each other 
has not been well established. 
Because of the phase 2 study, a 
patient who didn't do well on. 
one drug for a particular rea- 
son, is now provided with in- 
formation on what drug to 
choose next," he adds. 

Schizophrenia is a chronic, 
recurrent mental illness, char- 
acterized by hallucinations, 
delusions, and disordered 
thinking. Previous studies 
have demonstrated that tak- 
ing antipsychotic medication 
is far more effective than tak- 
ing no medicine at all, and 
that taking it consistently is 
essential to the long-term 
treatment of this severe, dis 
abling disorder. 

Although the medications 
alone are not sufficient to cure 
the disease, Tablante explains 
they are necessary to manage 
it 


after 


the 


Cell phone use linked to brain tumors? 


Conflicting results 

Some researches seem to suggest that 
the increased incidence of brain tumors 
during the last decade or so is at- 
tributable to cell phone use. Preliminary 
data would show that the brain tumor is 
usually located on the side where the pa- 
tient would use his/her cell phone. 

But results from studies have been 
conflicting. Last year, the Dutch Health 
Council, reviewing all 
available data from all 
over the world, found no 
conclusive evidence that 
radiation from mobile phones and TV 
towers was harmful. A four-year British 
survey released early this year also 
showed no link between regular, long- 
term use of cell phones and brain tumor. 

‘These earlier publications seemed re- 
assuring to cell phone users until re- 
searchers at the Swedish National Insti- 
tute for Working Life observed in their 
study that the use of mobile phones over 


MEDICAL FILES 


along period of time can raise the risk for 
brain tumors, contradicting the conclu- 
sions of earlier researches. 

‘The Swedish researchers looked at the 
mobile phone use of 905 people between 
the age of 20 and 80 who had been diag- 
nosed with a cancerous brain tumor, and 
they found a link with their cell phone 
use. 

The study noted that 85 of these 905 
cases were so-called 
high users of mobile 
phones, that is they 
began early to use 
mobile and/or wireless telephones and 
used them a lot. Similar to the observa- 
tions of previous studies, the tumors 
were more prevalent on the side of the 
head where the phone was said to be 
used. 


Increased risk 
Dr. Kjell Mild, head investigator of the 
study, said the figures meant that heavy 


users of mobile phones, accumulating 
2,000 hours or more of cell phone use in 
their life, had a 240 percent increased 
risk for a malignant tumor on the side of 
the head the phone is used. In practical 
terms, if one uses cell phones an average 
of one hour a day (total daily use), he 
would have a 240 percent risk of devel- 
oping a brain tumor in 5.4 years com- 
pared to nonusers of cell phones. 

Dr. Mild suggested chat to get the risk 
down, one should use hands-free phones 
but other experts don't seem to agree. 
They hypothesize that hands-free de- 
vices even serve as an antenna that at- 
tract more EMF radiation. 

Another important observation in 
some of these studies is that children and 
younger people are more vulnerable to 
EMF waves due to their relatively thin- 
ner skulls, which are still maturing and 
growing. With the unlimited text and call 
promos available in our country, many 
youngsters spend minutes and some- 


Now read, not just watch, Discovery Channel 


‘Small chambers 

But where did the word “cell” come 
from? When scientist Robert Hooke, who 
trained as a painter, observed magnified 
pieces of cork (yes, cork!) under the micro- 
scope, he saw rows of little boxes reminis- 
cent of bees’ honeycomb. With artistic in- 
genuity he drew and dubbed them cells, 
meaning small chambers (think of a cell in 
a jail). By the way, if you want to look at 
cells for yourself, you don't need cork. Slice 
an onion, peel off an inner layer and study 
under a lens. And quick: What's another 
name for a bacteria party? A cell-abration, 
of course. 

No, I did not get ай this information 
from Discovery Channel TV or the VCD, 
though. I read about all these from “Mi- 
cro: The Cell Files," part of the series Dis- 
covery Channel School, 32 pages filled 
with photos, diagrams, factoids and a 
puzzle or two—all written in an engag- 
ing lively manner guaranteed not to turn 
away the science phobie. The series is in- 


Eureka! 


Queena N. 
Lee-Chua 


tended for US grades 5 to 9; I recom- 
mend them for Filipino students in 
Grade 4 up, though smart younger kids 
will also benefit), and of course, teachers 
and parents can use them to up on the 
basics and catch up with what's new. 


‘Traveled back in time 

"In Twisted: The Genetics Files,” 1 
traveled back in time to meet Gregor 
Mendel and his peas; James Watson and 
Francis Crick and the DNA double heli 
and what's more, even rode a wild ride 
on the molecule itself, replete with blow- 
by-blow descriptions of its constituents. 
Did you know that we carry 100 billion 


miles of DNA in our body? 

1 eavesdropped on an interview with 
Dolly, che first cloned sheep, and with a 
pang realized that she would not survive 
long after this. (I hope Discovery Channel 
updates this book to include Dolly's recent 
death.) Along with twins (identical twins. 
до not have the same fingerprints) and 
clones (a la "Jurassic Park”), then 1 met 
John Merrick, the so-called Elephant Man 
(immortalized in the movie of the same 
name), with a growth on his face resem- 
bling a tusk; and the vampire, who might 
have suffered from a rare disease called 
‘congenital erthropoietic porphyria, which 
made the victim extremely sensitive to 
light (hence, Dracula's preference for the 
night). What's more, according to Canadi- 
an biochemist David Dolphin, garlic would 
make the disease worse. 

‘Two other books in the series, “React: 
The Nuclear Energy Files” and "Con- 
serve: The Natural Resources Files" 
segue from Einstein, fusion, the atomic 


times hours making “telebabad” on their 
cell phones. This can pose a potential 
problem later on. 


Inadequate disclosure 

Since hands-free devices don't seem to 
offer any protection, the only safeguard I 
can think of at this point to minimize 
EMF radiation from cell phones is to use 
it only when it's necessary. Ifa landline is 
available, then we should use it instead 
of the cell phone. 

And just like the cigarette manufactur- 
ers, the network providers (Globe, 
Smart, and Sun) should also have a line 
at the bottom of their advertisements 
stating something like: “Preliminary evi- 
dence suggests that accumulated expo- 
sure to cell phone radiation might in- 
crease the risk of brain tumors.” This 
should free them from any liability of in- 
adequate disclosure which cell phone 
users who eventually develop brain tu- 
mors might file against them. 


bomb, nuclear reactors to half life, X- 
rays, uranium, nuclear power; and from 
redwood forests, natural parks, John 
Muir to recycling, toxic smog, pollution, 
reforestation, respectively. 


Very reasonable price 

Last year, after obtaining the copy- 
right, Anvil Publishing came out with 
these four books, which are available in 
major bookstores. Best of all, each vol- 
ume is priced at a very reasonable P95, 
to make science accessible for all. For 
more information, call Anvil at 637-3621 
or 747-1622 (ask for Gwenn or Lory) or 
mail at anvilpublishing@yahoo.com. 

‚And by the way, by the time it takes 
you to finish this column, more than 300 
million cells will have died inside you. 
But don't panic--around the same num- 
ber are being created. We аге all dying 
and being born at every moment. 

Елтай the author at blessbook@ya- 
hoo.com. 
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The Residential Resort at Newport City 
The Metro's First and Only Luxury Resort Residences 
Gozar Street, Newport City, Pasay City 
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Here, 350 elegantly appointed rooms are matched by business 
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centers and luxurious leisure amenities. 
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Middle class 
amid pusi 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


HE BACKBONE OF THE 

| nation—the middle 

class—should be able to af- 

ford a housing program near their 
workplace. 

For architect Gilbert C. Yu, that housing 
program isn't just near the workplace. It’s at 
the center of it. Yu and his firm G&W Archi- 
tects and Associates offer a build-to-own 
scheme, provide direct cost, and eliminate ће 
middleman to bring down the cost of hous- 
ing. 

бами Architects and Associates, which 
caters to a broad spectrum of the middle class 
and the “entry-level” A class, features clients 
that fit the economic profile of bank branch 
managers. 

His project, The Grand Hamptons at Cres- 
cent West Fort Bonifacio Global City, has a 
starting price of P2.3 million on a P17,217.51 
monthly payment scheme for a 46-square- 
meter bedroom unit, and a high-end two-bed- 
room unit of 77.91 sq m that goes for P3.9 
million, or P29, 187.95 per month. 

His lot portions, he says, were bought at a 
“high price.” 

According to him, city-centered homes for 
the middle class go for P2 million. 


Affordable 

"The homeowner might probably afford a 
down payment of 10 percent, or P200,000, 
then have the P1.8 million amortized, which 
is around P19,000 a month. Kayang kaya ‘yan 
(That's affordable)," he says. 

Yualso suggests that with a subsidized gov- 
ernment land and a build-to-own method, 
опе сап afford a home at the center of where 
he or she works, which will give buyers a 
"quality time for their children.” 

“Right now they travel two to four hours 
back and forth, they will have a very unusual 
family way of life because they are not with 
their kids in their homes,” he says. 

According to Yu, the build-to-own scheme 
provides a home buyer an alternative to the 
“monopolized old system.” It allows technical 
people like architects, engineers, contractors 
and suppliers to serve buyers directly, instead 
of dealing with middlemen. 

He adds that this new system will respect 
other legitimate professionals like realtors 
and property brokers. 


In-city development 

Phinma Property Holdings Corp., known 
during its early years as a developer of high- 
end projects such as Manila Polo Club Town- 
houses, Mariposa Villas and Mariposa Square, 
has concretized what it says is its social re- 
sponsibility: the affordable medium-rise 
housing project in urban areas for young fam- 
ilies, self-employed individuals and overseas 
Filipino workers (OFWs). 

Phinma Property Holdings’ medium-rise 
Spazio Bernardo at a 1.6-hectare property on 
Mindanao Avenue, Quezon City—a 10- 
minute ride from SM City North Edsa—offess 
30-sq-m units at а cost of P575,000 on its 
higher floors, true to its slogan "City Living 
Made Easy.” 

Its other development Sunny Villas, near 
‘Commonwealth Avenue, Quezon City, costs 
even lower at P440,000 for a 30-sq-m unit. 

Phinma Property president and CEO Willie 
J. Uy says that when his group started with 
low-cost horizontal housing projects during 
President Cory Aquino's time, they were in 
San Pedro and Cavite. 

Uy says that though home buyers were 
happy to have their own houses, it took them 
up to three hours to commute from their 
home to their place of work. Quality time with 
the family was gone. 


Building system 

“So we sent our engineers to other South- 
east Asian countries to see what kind of hous- 
ing is suitable for people living in the urban 
areas. We saw that the only way to go was ver- 
tical. We had to look for a building system be- 
cause the cost of land in Metro Manila is 
high," Uy says, 

Phinma decided on a castin-place Euro- 
pean-based technology which he describes as 
good as high-end developments in Metro 
Manila 

This building system enables the developer. 
to finish units quickly. Spazio Bernardo, with 
957 units (at over 11 buildings), was com- 
pleted in just 9 months. 

Cast in place is a high-tech "buhos on site,” 
which affords a fast 18 hours per floor work 
rate, said Grant Orbeta, PPHC assistant vice 
president for marketing and design. 

Orbeta adds that the units are module- 
type. An owner has an option to have a bigger 
unit by purchasing two 30-sq-m units and 
Joining them 


Earthquake resistant 

Uy says this system enables PPHC to deliver 
low-cost condo housing projects around the 
country at a much faster rate without resort- 
ing to cheap construction materials and ques- 
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tionable quality of finished products. 

PPHC claims its projects are found to be 
compliant with Zone 4 earthquake standards. 
being the highest level of earthquake resis- 
tance. 

The PPHC's five-story condo building pro- 
jects such as Smile Citihomes, Smile Annex, 
Sunny Villas and Spazio Bernardo all use this 
system of construction. 

“By law; if you go into low-cost housing, the 
minimum is 18 sq m (according to Batasang 


i'ousin 
NESS area 


Pambansa 220) but we decided 18 sq m 
would be too small. We made it 30 sq m with 
one bedroom," says Uy. 

Phinma's medium-rise projects are typified 
by aluminum windows, self-leveling concrete. 
for floors for flat finish with vinyl, units pre- 
painted, and kitchen cabinets together with 
toilets. The ground floors are more expensive 
than the upper floors. 

Phinma's next projects would involve 


кслс 


My five-year old 
can say "Hello" 
in six languages. 


How to get there: 


f Enjoy big d scounts at our open house today. 


m ‘CLUBHOUSE and POO} 


IMMUNITY’ 


ae 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


PROPERTY 


SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2006 


Post occupancy evaluation and green buildings 


card to check what works and what 

doesn't, how would it fare? Will it 
get a passing or a failing grade? For that. 
matter how do you rate or evaluate a 
building? 

In most cases, buildings are meticulous- 
ly studied and analyzed during the design 
phase, Countless man-hours are spent 
studying the external design and the build- 
ing systems that will keep the building 
running. Once the building is completed, 
minimal evaluation is done, and if done at 
all, the study is focused on the building it- 
self excluding the needs of the occupants. 

‘What happens when buildings are not 
évaluated after their completion? The fol- 
lowing are classic examples. 

‘We have many buildings where the oc- 
сурап eam to cope with unwanted sun- 
light in their work areas. They cover their 
windows with all sorts of devices о shield 
themselves from the harsh tropical sun. 
They hang banners, posters, cardboards, 
old blinds, etc. Most designers are not 
aware of these effects based on their de- 
signs. Through post occupancy evaluation, 
these flaws are brought out. 

"Another similar example would be the 
use of excessive daylight in the building. If 
mat properly handled with shading and 
light control, this can cause excessive glare 
for workers, especially those working with 
computers. This could result in low pro- 
ductivity 

Excessively low temperature that makes 
occupants literally freeze can also be as 
harmful to workers’ health and productivi- 
ty, just as very high, humid temperatures 
сап also affect occupants’ performance. 

‘What is post occupancy evaluation? 

Post occupancy evaluation (POE), first 
used over 25 years ago, is a comprehensive. 
and systematic evaluation of a building's 
design— especially green buildings—after 
it has been built and occupied for some 
time. It is the most effective way for archi- 
tects and the entire design team to see if 
the building functions well. 


Main goal 
Post occupancy evaluation is a powerful 
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Bonifacio Global City soon to sport a new logo 
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diagnostic tool used to assess the build- 
ings strengths and weaknesses from the 
standpoint of the occupants. Its main goal 
is to document and measure indoor air 
quality, evaluate how buildings are assem- 
bled and maintained, how occupants’ sat- 
isfaction, comfort and productivity are en- 
hanced, and how the value of а property 
can be increased. 

‘The evaluation is done by rating the 
building's actual performance against the 
design's required performance. For exam- 
ple, ifthe building's lobby was designed to 
‘maximize the use of daylight to reduce en- 
ergy consumption, is this the actual condi- 
tion inthe lobby? 

А post occupancy evaluation considers 
the needs, perceptions and requirements 
of the owners, operators and occupants. 
Based on this, a buildings performance 
shows how well it functions to fil the 
needs of the client's organization, as well 
as the needs of the occupants in that orga- 
nization. 

“Typical questions that might be includ- 
edin the evaluation are: 

= Does the building and its facilities sup- 
роп or prevent the organization from саг- 
rying out its mission? 

= Are the materials environment friend- 
y ог do some materials cause illnesses due 
to emission of toxic elements? 

* Is the building faithful to the original 
criteria drawn up during the early design 
phase? 

Post occupancy evaluation reports nor- 
mally have the following elements ranked 
in order of priority: 

* Top priority—health, safety, security 

* Second priority—function, efficiency, 
work low. 

* Third priority psychological, social 
cultural 


AN ABSTRACT FIGURE IN LIME 
green and deep aquamarine with 
a bold touch of orange is now the 
new logo of Bonifacio Global City. 
Representing a new master plan 
for the heart of the emerging 
business district, the new logo is 
the face of Bonifacio Global City’s 
ambitious relaunch. 

Following the acquisition of a 
controlling stake in Fort Bonifa- 
cio Development Corp., partners 
‘Ayala Land Inc. and Evergreen 
Holdings Inc. are giving a grand 
makeover to the rising district 


Bonifacio 


strategically located in Taguig. 
From a circular road network 
that would give rise to a host of 
problems including traffic choke 
points and odd-shaped lots, the 
new City Center master plan will 
transform BGC into a premier busi- 
ness district that really works. 


4 пем elements 
"The plan introduces four new 


elements: 1) a road network with 
a grid layout that would allow for 
more efficient traffic manage- 
ment; 2) dedicated bus lanes for a 
managed public transit loop; 3) 
pedestrian walkways which com- 
fortably and conveniently link 
buildings to parking and transit 
systems; and, 4) well-distributed 
and broadly accessible park areas 


the road. 


The Pinoy drea 


OWNING A HOME IN 
gated community has become a fundamental. 
Piboy aspiration. It is the Filipinized version 
ofthe American dream of a comfortable life in 
a white picket-fenced home. 

With the country's encouraging economic 
upsurge, we find ourselves on the verge of the. 
biggest real estate boom in history, and it 
looks like more and more Pinoys will soon be 
able to live the new “Filipino” dream. 

The postwar period has seen the Alabang 
area progress into one of the most coveted ай- 
dresses for Filipino families mainly because of. 
its exclusive environment, sense of security, 
and accessibility. Today, a home in Alabang is 
synonymous with prestige, wealth and good 
taste. 

Of course, while most people, expats in- 
cluded, are eager to live in the area, the dis- 
cerning future homeowner, keen on giving 
more value to his hard work, has discovered. 
the best kept secret only 10 minutes away: 
Canyon Ranch. 


At half the price 

Just one toll booth away from the Alabang 
exit (a mere 10-minute drive) is a most presti- 
gious gated community that rises far above 
sea level with a unique rolling terrain that has 
been compared to the magnificent hills of Cal- 
ifornia, This ranch-style development show- 
cases magnificent homes with impressive 
split-level configurations, expansive bal- 
conies that offer an unparalleled view of the 
breathtaking natural surroundings, and a per- 
petually cool and breezy climate completely 
unique to its location. All of these at a price 
that won't even get youa lor in Alabang. 

Concert King Martin Nievera, himself а resi- 
dent of Alabang, has spoken highly ofthe incred- 
{ble value he saw in Canyon Ranch. Starting as 
low as P2 million, buyers get a magnificent two- 
story Californian-style home with sun-drenched, 
free-flowing interiors and view decks that give 
commanding vistas of vast bodies of water and 
lush mountains, including the hills of Antipolo, 
Laguna de Bay, Mt. Banahaw and Mt. Makiling. 


Ideal place 
Canton Ranch is an Мелі place to raise я 


AN EXCLUSIVE 


toserveas focal points. 

One of the earliest tangible 
benefits of the new City Center 
master plan is an innovative re- 
tail development which will be 
launched later this year. The de- 
velopment's centerpiece is а 40- 
meter-wide landscaped area that 
will be 400 meters in length and 
will be lined by stores and 
restaurants with the latest and 
most novel concepts. From fash- 
ion and beauty, health and well- 
ness, home accessories and fur- 
nishings, sports lifestyle, any- 
thing is just a literal walk down 


Urban haven 

The vision of the new business 
district is captured in the new 
Bonifacio Global City logo with 
the main visual element, a lime 
green circle representing the City 
Centers transformation into an 
urban haven. Its progressive na- 


Qualitative analysis 

‘While case studies on building systems 
done in the 1970s and 1980s focused on 
the technical performance of buildings, the 
latest step in post occupancy evaluation 
emphasizes a holistic, process-oriented ap- 
proach to evaluation that includes not only 
the facilities but also the political, econom- 
ic and social aspects that affect the build- 
ing and its occupants. 


Purposes of POE 


‘The POE сап be used to check ifa build- j 


ing design is functional or appropriate and 
if it conforms with the buildings perfor- 
mance requirements. Examples can in- 
dude the required cooling temperature in 
the board room or the right speed of the el- 
evators during peak hours. 

‘Another purpose is to adjust programs 
for identical and repetitive facilities. 
‘Through the POE, improvements in pro- 
gramming and the design criteria can be 
done to justify any repetitive design solu- 
tions. 

The POE can also be used to make ex- 
tensive research on the effects of buildings 
оп their occupants. It can also be used to 
test the application of new concepts to jus- 
Чу the actions and costs involved. 


3 phases of POE 
* Planning 
* Conducting 


ies 
‘The first phase is planning. It involves 
establishing the schedules, costs and man- 
power needs and data collection proce- 
dures. 

‘The second phase is conducting, which 
involves field data collection. 

The third phase is applying which 
means reporting findings, making recom- 
mendations and reviewing outcomes. 


Benefits and uses of POE 
Once an evaluation is completed, rec- 


ommendations can be analyzed by the 
client and adjustments can be done to cor- 


ture is captured by the overlap- 
ping lines that allude to modern 
contemporary art and at the same 
time express the movement and 
fluidity of a mixed-use site where 
the boundaries between work, 
leisure, and personal spaces will 
no longer be strictly defined. 

The circle also represents com- 
pleteness and convergence, qual- 
ities that will further define the 
self-sustaining business district. 
‘The square within the circle com- 
municates a sense of structure 
and stability within this ever- 
changing urban landscape. The 
logo makes use of deep aquama- 
rine to express the energy and vi- 
brance with a contrast offered by 
bright colors for passion and cre- 
ativity. This horizontal band 
evokes the new east-west axis 
centered on the retail prome- 
nade. In its entirety, the logo rep- 
resents a city steeped in possibili- 
ties and teeming with diversity. 


—— Re, 
1 


THE ING BANK Headquarters in Amsterdam, Netherlands is a world-renown 
green building. Completed in 1987, it enjoys high occupants’ satisfaction rating 
resulting in very significant high employee productivity It features extensive use of 


daylight, high-energy efficiency and architectural innova 
_ form, local materials, plants, artwork and flowing water incorporated into the 


building in а highly integrated fashion. 


rect the problems. Through this process, 
lessons can be learned and improvements. 
applied to future projects. 

"The benefits and uses of the POE can be 
grouped into short-, medium- and long- 
term. 

The intermediate 35-year time frame is 
necessary for new construction projects. 
The long-term frame ranging from 10 to 
25 years is suited for strategic planning, 
budgeting and comprehensive master plan 
studies. 


Most important benefit 
The most important benefit of a post oc- 


s such as сш 


‘cupancy evaluation is its positive influence 
on the design of appropriate environments 
for human beings through improvements 
in programming and planning. 

Post occupancy evaluation is a type of 
product research that helps architects and 
designers develop a better design to sup- 
port the changing requirements of people 
and organizations. 

Post occupancy evaluation can help 
strike a balance between facilities and or- 
ganizations, including the people and the 
activities they support. 

(For comments or inquiries, email 
amadodejesus gmail com.) 
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CrownAsia to launch Р7.5-В | 
projects in third quarter 


CROWNASIA, THE COUNTRYS 
of master- 
planned urban housing, is in- 
vesting Р7.5 billion on new real 


Manila, Following up оп the 

decade-long 
leadership in building homes 
and communities for middle-in- 
come families all over the coun- 
try CrownAsia will subsequently 
launch five major projects in the 


“As a pioneer master-planned 
community (MPC) developer in 
the Philippines, CrownAsia is 
committed to developing an up- 
graded line of residential commu- 
nites,” said CrownAsia president 
Jerry Navarrete. "Each communi- 
ty combines strategic location and 
well-planned land use, offering 
homeowners a range of opportu- 
nities within a single, selfcon- 
tained and environmentally re- 


Citing the property firm's cor- 
porate vision, Navarete said 
CrownAsia offers homes and 


Manila, right across University of 
Santo Tomas. The 27-story verti- 
al home is ideal for students, 
doctors and faculty members of 
neighboring educational facilities. 

By August, CrownAsia wil 
launch the Crown Tower Green- 
belt, a PL 5-billion condo project 
located in the heart of Legaspi Vil- 
lage, Makati. The 30-story rise is 
just a walk away from the educa- 
tional facilities of the Asian Insti- 
tute of Management and the 
commercial and shopping areas 
of Greenbelt. 

The company has commis- 
sioned top property consultants 
Recio+ Casas Architects; Coscuel- 
la & Associates Architectural 
Firm; Palafox & Associates Archi- 
tecrural Urban Planning and De- 
sign Consultancy; and Santos, 
‘Caguinguin & Associates (SCRA) 
to lead the structural design and 
planning of the new projects. 

CrownAsia is presently divided 
into three development cate. 
gories: GentleSkylines, vertical 
self-contained communities to in- 
novate the metros residentia sky- 
line; SignatureHomes, a roster of 


Mega 


family or to enjoy that long-awaited retire- 
ment. Homes are fully Wi-Fi integrated and 
‘master-planned with a world-class commer- 
cial complex that blends sports and a multi- 
tude of entertainment facilities. 

‘The Manila Jockey Club, a world-standard 
twin-oval horse racetrack with vast stabling 
facilities, jockey's quarters and a state-of-the- 
art turf club building, is also just a stone's 
throw away from the residences. Nearing 
completion are restaurants and bars, gaming 
and entertainment areas, an equestrian 
school and a riding academy. 

Canyon Ranch is the first horizontal devel- 
‘opment of Century Properties, developer of 
such award-winning projects like Essensa 
East Forbes, Soho Central, and South of Mar- 
ket. 

Says Jose E.B. Antonio, chair of Century 
Properties Group: "Ас the core of the Canyon 
Ranch master plan is an insistence on bal- 
ance, a lively interplay between work and 
leisure, between retail spaces and lifestyle, 
and between private interest and the public 
good." 


Secured investment 

As with many overseas Pinoy workers cur- 
rently investing in Philippine real estate, Mar- 
tin Nievera (now based in Las Vegas) immedi- 
atelv seized the opportunity of purchasing а 


LANAI 


piece of property in this community. And as | 


time passes, the Concert King believes that it 
will be the kind of home that will not only 
meet the basic needs of his fomily but will 
house those precious moments that will last a 
lifetime. 

He says that best ofall, his investment is se- 
cure with a company like Century, the largest 
private real estate firm in the Philippines. 
With a track record of over two decades of vi 
sionary real estate, Century Properties has 
been offering its clients the perfect mix of un- 
beatable affordability and incomparable lux- 
шу in its continuous mission to make the 
Pinoy’s dream come to life. 


master-planned communities fea- 
turing designs of enduring excel- 
Jence and value which in tum in- 
novate the residential opportuni- 
tiesin Mega Manila. 

Crown City a 300hecare 
mixed-use development (com- 
prised of residential and commer- 
ial areas) valued at P3.5 billion 
will be launched in July. The 10- 
year master-planned enclave is 
envisioned to become the town 
center of Bacoor, Cavite which 
will feature an IT park, financial 
дыша and commercial center 
with a symphony of residential 

jes such as singlede 
tached homes, walk-up and high- 
rise condos and townhomes. 

The Plbilion Assumption 
Heights in Antipolo City to be 
launched on the same month is 
another mixed-use project in- 
spired by American countryside 
architecture. To be unveiled in 
August is the P500-million Al- 
tadena in Pasig City, offering a 
limited number of townhomes to 
ensure exclusivity for its prime lo- 
‘cation accessible via Ortigas Av- 
enue. 

"CrownAsia has become a ma- 
jor player in condo marketing in 
‘as short as two years with Presidio 
by the Bay launched in May 2005 
and Presidio New Manila 
launched in March 2006,” Navar- 
rete said. 


Vertical communities 

“Two new vertical communi- 
ties will be unveiled following the 
success of the first and second 
condo development,” Navarrete 
said, 

The Crown SkyAns University 
Вей, a Pl-bilion high-rise devel- 
opment to be launched in July 
will be located їп Sampaloc, 


stand out enclaves reflecting the 
self-made success of its residents; 
ProudHometowns, а roster of de- 
fined communities which contin- 
че to flourish for more Filipino 
families. 


13 ongoing developments 

М present, the company has 
13 ongoing developments valued 
at P12 billion in Mega Manila 
alone, Categorized under Gen- 
tieSlolines are Presidio at Britany 
Bay in Sucat, Muntinlupa; and 
Presidio New Manila in Quezon 
City; under SignatureHomes аге 
Valenza in Sta Rosa, Laguna; Res- 
idenza and Ponticelli in Bacoor, 
Cavite; and Mille Luce and Cot- 
tonwoods in Antipolo City; and 
under ProudHometowns are Cita. 
Italia in Imus, Cavite; Amici in 
coor, Cavite; Amalfi in Dasmari- 
fias, Cavite; Fortezza in Cabuyao, 
Laguna; and Maia Alta and 
Woodberry in Antipolo City. 

"The lineup of eight completed 
CrownAsia communities in Mega 
Manila consists of Vivace in Imus, 
Cavite; La Mediterranea in Das- 
mariñas, Cavite; Madelaine Place 
and Classic Square in Bacoor 
Cavite; Mia Vita in Antipolo City, 
Beacon Place in Las Piñas City; 
and La Brea and Grandwood in 
‘Quezon City 

“CrownAsia recently eamed а 
Gold Trusted Brand Award in the 
Philippine property market from 
the Readers Digest 8h annual 
survey of brand performance,” 
Navarrete concluded, “validating 
‘ur mission to deliver not merely 
propery projecs, but building 
"narkers of progress’ which im- 
proves the quality of Ме of home- 
owners and contribute to sus- 
tained socio-economic growth for 
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THE POND is a big hit among the kids who enjoy feeding the fishes. 
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ng urban life without leaving the city 


FOR ITS HEALING POWER, WATER HAS 
always been regarded as the “elixir of 
life"—from the bathhouses in Rome to the 
holy spring of Zamzam in Mecca, and now up 
tothe Mayfield Park Residences in Pasig City. 

Itis the soothing sound of water that makes 
both the modern-day and the ancient Zen 
practice of meditation and relaxation effec- 
tive against the stress of urban living. 

Suchis particularly so in Mayfield Park Res- 
idences, an in-city condominium complex 
whose Zen environment makes a flowing 
body of water the centerpiece of this sophisti- 
cated residential enclave. 


Mayfield's pond 

‘Complementing the clubhouse, the pond is 
cocooned by garden greens and natural 
stones, making it a virtual rejuvenating nook 
made more scenic by a suspended wooden 
bridge. The pond is serenely beautiful during 
the day and enchanting on clear nights when 
the kois swim under the reflection of the 
moon. 

"The pond was a welcome surprise when I 
was contemplating on buying a unit here,” 
says resident Belinda Santos, a young highly 
successful finance executive who works in a 
very competitive environment. 

"What initially attracted me was the prop- 
епуз attractive price for a 2-bedroom condo 
and accessibility to my office. Then I saw the 
overall design concept and the pond by the 
clubhouse... it was the perfect ‘icing-on-the- 
cake’ so to speak and 1 was convinced, 1 sim- 
ply had to have a unit here,” she says. 

А Zen enthusiast, Belinda believes in the 
healing power of water. “I read it in a book 
that ponds in Japanese gardens were highly 


MAYFIELD resident Belinda Santos relaxes 
near the pond by the clubhouse. 


spiritual in function,” she says, “and it serves 
азап aid for Zen montis to do meditation." 

The so-called “white noise" of the flowing 
water is like a mantra that cleanses the mind 
of any negative or nagging thought, making 
relaxation come easily and naturally. 

‘The koi ponds, the mini water falls and the 
wooden bridge that signifies the link from an 
island to another or the transition of one 
stage of life to another, and the great gardens 
inside the complex were meticulously in- 
cluded in the development's blueprint, with 
the sole intention of recreating an authentic. 
Zen refuge. 


Sentricon participates in construction convention 


THE RECENTLY CONCLUDED CONEX 2006 
was a construction convention that gathered 
together dozens of diverse companies and 
hundreds of their product lines under one 
roof. The four-day exhibit was organized by 
the United Architects of the Philippines and 
was held at the World Trade Center in Pasay 
City from last April. 

The event coincided with the organization's 
32nd anniversary and provided a high-profile 
venue for the construction and real estate in- 
dustry to launch new products and services. 
‘Among the exhibitors is Sentricon Termite 
Colony Elimination System, whose authorized 
operators were on hand to give away advertis- 
ing and information materials and entice visi- 
tors to consider their renowned termite eradi- 
cation system. 


Rotating roster 

The rotating roster of Sentricon representa- 
tives gave the different operators the chance to 
make it, and their services, known to convention 
guests, One such day was allotted, for instance, 
to Entom Pest Control, Biotech, Topbest Pest 
Services and Cabuyao Pest Control Services. 

Jose Aragon Pabale, general manager of 
Cabuyao Pest Control Services, explained that 
азал authorized operator for Sentricon, his job 
was to enlighten Iterete parties with inlor- 
marion. "Any structure can be infiltrated by t 
mites," Pabale said. "Sentricon is at the ПАРЗ 
exhibit for exposure. 1 was invited to join and 
ies been rewarding because people from differ- 
ent locations in the county inquire about the 
product, termites and the problems they en- 


countered with regard to termite infestations.” 

He added that Conex was ап opportune 
time to make contact with people from the in- 
dustry, as well as casual visitors who have yet 
tohear about their Sentricon and how termites 
can be effectively eliminated. "We can see the 
potential of the business to expand. There 
were many people who were interested in try- 
ing out Sentricon. I've been telling them that 
they are assured of 100 percent elimination of 
termites in their homes. The Conex convention 
allowed us to talk to people about our exhibit 
on termite control.” 


Promoting Sentricon 

Conex 2006 was also a unique convention 
for Sentricon, as there was teamwork involved 
with the other pest control companies during 
the special occasion. 

Says Pabale: “The different authorized oper- 
ators were there to entertain queries from visi- 
tors and possibly potential clients. There are 
three of us for one day, and there will be differ- 
ent operators the day after. We help each other 
and are united in promoting Sentricon and dis- 
tributing materials because we believe in its ef- 
fectiveness because we have tried it and have 
undergone extensive training to ensure our 
success. Aside from termites, other pest man- 
agement issues are sought by guests of the con- 
vention.” For more information about Sentri- 
con, interested parties can call them at 882- 
1767, 882-4513 and 840-3874. 

‘The other participating Sentricon autho- 
rized operators were Pest Away Corp., Vira 
Pest, Pestcon Pest Management, Rentokil 


Phils., Metropolitan Pest Control, Chemitron 
Entreprises, NoKaOi International, Mr. Bug- 
master and Landnet. 

‘Termite attacks need not be a recurring 
problem. Protect your homes and establish- 
ments once and for all with the Sentricon Ter- 
mite Colony Elimination System, the winner of 
the 2000 US Presidential Green Chemistry 
Challenge Award. Sentricon is safe and have 
undergone extensive studies and trials to en- 
sure effectiveness. For further information on 
this trusted pest extermination product, please 
visit wwwsentricon.com. 


ON SALE! Sa PRICES, 
Ё LIMITED QUANTITIES ONLY 


P5500 


only! 
One piece water closet with Ё 
push-button dual flush. 
Includes wall mount 
lavatory with pedestal. 


“SUNSHINE SQUARE - 312 SHAW BLVD 
MANDALUYONG ММ. PHILIPPINES. 
TEL. NO. 718-2675 TO 78 

Shop Online: www fint.recollezione com. 


CONSTRUCTSCOPE 
Joint ventures for realty projects 


THE URBAN INSTITUTE OF REAL ESTATE WILL CONDUCT A SEMI- 
nar on Joint Venture and Syndication for Real Estate Projects on July 
3, from 1:30 to 6 p.m. at the Maximo Function Room, Max's Restau- 
rant, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, Makati City. 

“Topics to be taken up include are Concepts and Types of Joint Venture. 
and Project Syndication; Reasons for Joint Ventures; Obligations of 
Landowner; Undertakings of the Developer; Role of Ihe Syndicator, Fi- 
nancier's Role; Packaging a JV Proposal; Syndication Agreement; Sharing 
‘Schemes; Safety Nets for Developer; Safeguards For Landowner, Important 
provisions in a JV Agreement; and Participation Mortgages. 

Lecturer would be Enrico Cruz, who is a civil engineer and has more than 
three decades of working experience in engineering, construction, real es- 
tate development and education. For inquiries, сай Urban at 681-0928. 


Advanced tools . . . 


From page B2-4 


to their clients. 

“Take for example the building 
designs we have proposed for the 
complex. Because of softwares 
like Autodesk Revit Building, our 
team is able to come up with com- 
plex designs that would have oth 
erwise taken us days or weeks if 
we were still using other tech- 
nologies,” Calma says 

Much more, through the three- 
dimensional designs (using the Au- 
todesk Inventor), Сайта says the 
team is able to present virtual mod- 
els that accurately predict a de- 
sign’s real-world performance, 
optimize energy consumption, 
and minimize waste in the 
manufacturing lifecycle. 

“Аз a result, we also in- 
creased client satisfaction 
since we have improved the 
way we communicate with 
them. Through these soft- 
‘wares they can now easily 
sualize our design proposals. 
I believe having these tech- 
nologies at our disposal en- 
able us to compete more ef- 
Fectively,” he says. 


been very essential. 

"These softwares have success- 
fully replaced traditional paper 
and pens for creating design and 
construction drawings. Today, 
these softwares allow our firm to 
simulate reality, giving us the abili- 
ty to test and visualize in a digital 
environment," Calma says. 

‘This results in new efficiencies, 
reduced errors and collaboration 
across teams and because of 
these, Calma says they are able to 
bring their most innovative ideas 


THE BRIDGE that Calma’s team drew 
up will link the complex to the rest of 
the city. 


= CEMENTS 
= MADAUNG G 
Just ADD 1,5 bP 


waterproofing? 


Any questions on Call Engr. Lunas at Tel. Nos.843-6011 to 15 wi” — 
ог Cellphone No. 0920-910-ANAY (2629) 4 


Belinda is just so happy that il is somes 
thing she can look forward to every day: 
"The hum of the flowing water never fails to- 
give off a calming effect on me. It's best 
When I'm out here reading a favorite novel, 
reviewing balance sheets or just sipping cof- 
fee to start a lazy weekend right,” she con-" 
fesses, citing it as her perfect antidote to 
stressful day at work, and the ideal comple-" 
ment to her very modern condo unit nearby, 


Refuge in the city 

Ironically, this haven is in the middle of the. 
city, just a few minutes away from Ortigas” 
Center, Libis Commercial Complex and 
Araneta Center in Cubao. 

Located beside Makro in Cainta, Mayfield 
Park Residences is near to everything a res 
dent needs and probably offers the last refuge 
from city life without having to leave the city. 

For more info visit www.dmeihomes.com + 
orcall 888-3333. 
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‘Advanced 


of architects, designers 


By Charles E. Buban 


НЕМ THE MANAGEMENT 
E of the Cultural Center of 
2 the Philippines recentiy 


held a public competition to come up 
‘with a design that will transform this 
"government property into a symbol of 
Philippine heritage and arts as well as 
“thriving commercial hub, Lor Calma. 
Design Associates and its partner IP 
‘Santos and Associates came up with a 
"Nery interesting concept. 

"The competition was a welcome 

allenge for us considering OCP’s 
Historical and cultural significance. It 
also gave us a chance to communicate 
‘pur idea on how to transform this 
57.8-hectare complex into something 


that we could feel proud of,” says LC- 
DA architect and interior designer Ed- 
uardo Calma. 

But before drawing up the entry, 
Calma's team identified two things 
that must be addressed in their up- 
coming design: the need to link the 
complex to the rest of the city and 
pedestrians coming from the eastern 
side of Roxas Boulevard and the ab- 
sence of a dominant structure that 
would unify all the other structures 
within the complex. 


Gateway to the complex 

“For the first challenge, we needed a 
bridge that can serve as a gateway to 
the complex. This bridge will lead to a 
sculptured garden of varying ground 


levels and to the proposed visitors in- 
formation center,” Сайта says. 

From here Calma’s team proposed 
several elevated pedestrian bridges 
and multilevel ramps leading to other 
landmarks like the Artist's Center, 
Performing Arts Center and a 60-me- 
ter lighthouse at the western tip of 
the promenade. 

“The result will be an interconnect- 
ed, highly walkable complex ground 
that opens up a lot of spaces for hold- 
ing exhibits and other cultural pre- 
sentations,” Calma explains. 


Essential 


In preparing the design entry, Cal- 
ma says Autodesk softwares have 
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Being a mover and a shaker can be a very draining experience, 
especially in the frenetic pace of Makati. Getting boxed in by all the 
big decisions can take Its toll on you, especially when you are unable 
to reward yourself for all the hard work that you put in. An entire day 
can leave you too drained and burnt out to even reap the rewards of 
your success. 
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At Mactan Tower, coming home is a reward in itself. Soak in the 
Incredible sunset and the sea breeze at the shore as you relish the 
day's end, or stretch your legs with an Invigorating bike ride around 
the bay. Or spend valuable moments with family and friends and 
recharge yourself at the exciting establishments around the area, such 
as the Mall of Asia, Blue Wave and Malate Circle. Although it may seem 
like a world away, Mactan Tower is a mere half an hour's drive from 
the hustle and bustle of your Makati office, a 
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Spectacular living Is just. within your reach at Mactan Tower, with se Va Аный > ors 
new and incredibly easy payment terms and affordable deals. V Nene жа, = 


Experience the bayside lifestyle and check out our available units now. NN, 
Call 551 0888 to see what's walting for you by the bay. — 
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Super! goes gaga 
over th 


World Си 


and crazy at th 


59th Cannes 
Film Festival 


nation like ours (meaning 
Basketball, Billiards, Box- 
ing, Ballroom Dancing, Bad- 
minton and Bowling), it’s so re- 
freshing indeed to know that like 
the rest of humanity, the whole 
country is now intently glued to 
their TV sets in the evenings and 
early mornings watching the 
2006 FIFA World Cup telecast 
from Germany. 
| With action on the football pitch reach- 
ı ing a feverish high as the second round 
«starts this week, establishments showing 
| the games live have experienced a fiesta- 
like atmosphere as well as business boom- 
ing since the extravaganza started. Places 
like Fiamma, National Sports Grill, Ab 
sinth, Heckle and Jeckle, Handlebar, Mezze 
and many others have hordes of football 
fans (thank God minus the hooligans) root- 
ing for their idols. So far, most of those 
we've seen are fans of perennial football 
powers Brazil, England, Italy, Argentina, 
Spain, France and host nation Germany. 
Men and women wearing football jerseys 
cheer and jeer as they eat their midnight 
snack while gulping down their favorite 
beer or sipping some wine. 
While sports fans eagerly await this 
year’s World Cup champion, the whole 
country won't mind feeling under the 
weather as it waits with baited breath for 
this year’s Super Hot edition of the Bench 
Fever Underwear and Denim Show hap- 
pening on Friday, June 30 at the Araneta 
Coliseum. Temperatures and curtains will 
zise'at 7 p.m. Special guests at the disco in- 
spired event will be 7702805 recording gi- 
|" ants Sister Sledge and The Village People. 
Both groups have had several chart topping 
dance tracks and their mere presence elicit- 
ed ooohs and aaahs at the iconic Studio 54 
{ in New York, the world's most famous and 
fs notorious disco. Tickets to this once every 
two years only show are getting rarer than 
| the Philippine Eagle, so if you want to score 
Ie some free tickets, start running to the near- 
7 est Bench store and join their ongoing pro- 
E. motions. The good news though is that you 
F need not be in your undies to get the tick- 
Е ets, And dont forget your Earth, Wind and 
Fire outfits, Donna Summer lyrics and John 
|| Travolta moves. Mirror balls are welcome 
) too, So all together now, We are family... In 
the Navy... He's the greatest dances, YM- 
СА 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 


]une 24, Saturday 

1L Kjwan at 6Underground; Pinikpikan at 

| 70 Bistro; Urban Groove: R&B Night at 
Salsa Night at Riceo-Renzo Café; DJ 
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June 26, Monday 

Sitti: Bossa Night at Stonehouse; Salsa 
Night w/ Salsa Filipinas at Mezze; Ethan s Е 
band at Temple; І Don't Like Mondays! w/ Bayanihan spirit 
DJ Ro at Gweilos Makati; Silk & Steel at 


Merk's; Teresa Avila at The Tivoli; Follies de comes alive with 
Mwah at Club Mwah 


June 27, Tuesday 1 
Cuisine Royale with House DJ Manolet 
Dario at Embassy Cuisine; Sitti at Tavern on 
the Square, Greenbelt; Kickback Tuesdays 
at Manila DJ Club; Juicy Nytlife at Citrus; 
Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; Acous- 
tic Night at Temple; Engelbert 
Humperdinck at Araneta Coliseum 


June 28, Wednesday 

Retro DJ Boyet Almazan at Strumm's; DJ 
Steve Mills at Absinth; DJ Papi Santos at 
Mezze; Dis Кай Ty & Cao Ocampo at Em- 
bassy Cuisine; Funksouljah at Manila DJ 
Club; Birthday Bash at Citrus; DJs Mars Mi- 
randa & Johnyverse at Embassy Club; DJ 
Joffy Cruz at Gweilos Makati; DJ Crash at 
"Temple; DJ Brit at Government; Double 
Happiness at Prince of Jaipur; Jazz Night at 
Mag:net Café; Julia Duncan at Merk's 
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today. More than the freedom uf communication that it ides 


allows us to have with our loved ones, it now also Bantay Bata Б И momom 
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empowers us to be of service to our fellow Filipinos. 
With a mere text message on our cell phones, we сап 
now send donations to other Pinoys stricken by poverty 
or disaster, showing them that people sil do care about 
‘other people. It is this Aasibus spirit that Globe hopes 
June 29, Thursday fo аде and enable through lis sew GCask 
‘Coup with House DJ Manolet Dario at Fi- GencrosiTst, a mobile commerce donations facili 
amma, Reggae Night at 6Underground; 4 
BBCs SweetSuiteSoul w/ DJ Mike Con- 
stantino at Sake Lab; GottaHaveHousel 
With DJs Mark Jentes and Wendell Garcia at 
Capone's; SPIT at Magnet Café; G Lounge 
at Mezze; Latina Thursday at Prince of 1 
Jaipur; Flwoe: Whatever Thursdays zi 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 24, 2006 


Super! goes gaga 
over the 


World Cu 


and crazy at th 


59th Cannes 
Film Festival 


Underwear Fever 


OR A B-SPORTS CRAZY 

nation like ours (meaning 

Basketball, Billiards, Box- 
ing, Ballroom Dancing, Bad- 
minton and Bowling), it’s so re- 
freshing indeed to know that like 
the rest of humanity, the whole 
country is now intently glued to 
their TV sets in the evenings and 
early mornings watching the 
2006 FIFA World Cup telecast 
from Germany. 

With action on the football pitch reach- 
ing a feverish high as the second round 
starts this week, establishments showing 
the games live have experienced a fiesta- 
like atmosphere as well as business boom- 
ing since the extravaganza started. Places 
like Fiamma, National Sports Grill, Ab- 
sinth, Heckle and Jeckle, Handlebar, Мегге 
and many others have hordes of football 
fans (thank God minus the hooligans) root- 
ing for their idols. So far, most of those 
we've seen are fans of perennial football 
powers Brazil, England, Italy, Argentina, 
Spain, France and host nation Germany. 
Меп and women wearing football jerseys 
cheer and jeer as they eat their midnight 
snack while gulping down their favorite 
beer or sipping some wine. 

"While sports fans eagerly await this 
year’s World Cup champion, the whole 
country won't mind feeling under the 
‘weather as it waits with baited breath for 
this year’s Super Hot edition of the Bench 
Fever Underwear and Denim Show hap- 
pening on Friday, June 30 at the Araneta 
Coliseum. Temperatures and curtains will 
rise at 7 p.m. Special guests at the disco in- 
spired event will be 705-805 recording gi- 
ants Sister Sledge and The Village People. 
Both groups have had several chart topping 
dance tracks and their mere presence elicit- 
ей ooohs and апаћз at the iconic Studio 54 
in New York, the world’s most famous and 
notorious disco. Tickets to this once every 
two years only show are getting rarer than 

$ the Philippine Eagle, so if you want to score 
some free tickets, start running to the near- 
est Bench store and join their ongoing pro- 
motions. The good news though is that you 
need not be in your undies to get the tick- 
ets, And don't forget your Earth, Wind and 
Fire outfits, Donna Summer lyrics and John 
‘Travolta moves. Mirror balls are welcome 
too. Soall together now, We are family... In 
the Navy... He's the greatest dancer, YM- 
СА 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 


June 24, Saturday 

Kjwan at 6Underground; Pinikpikan at 
70s Bistro; Urban Groove: R&B Night at 
Citrus; Salsa Night at Ricco-Renzo Café; DJ 
Martin Pulgar at Embassy Club; Campusi- 
tion Night at Mag:net Café; Pump Satur- 
days at Jill's; DJ Badboy Jeff at Temple; 
Soundsgood at Embassy Cuisine; DJ Bam 
del Valle at Government; DJs Bliss & Shorty 
at Prince of Jaipur; Massive Saturdays at 
Вей; Joint band at Off the Grill; Classified 
at Dish; Flintstones at Merk's; Nina at the 
Music Museum 


June 25, Sunday 


Palette’s Eye art exhibit at UP Jorge B. 


Nargas, Museum; Champagne Lunch at 


"24/73 


Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenca-Dario 


Р 


> 


Paseo Uno (Mandarin Oriental); Cham- 
pagne Brunch at Spiral (Hotel Phil. Plaza); 
Acoustic Night at Phi Bar, Cascades at the 
Manila Hotel 


June 26, Monday 

Sitti: Bossa Night at Stonehouse; Salsa 
Night w/ Salsa Filipinas at Mezze; Ethan 
band at Temple; I Don't Like Mondays! w/ 
DJ Ro at Gweilos Makati; Silk & Steel at 
Merk’s; Teresa Avila at The Tivoli; Follies de 
Mwah at Club Mwah 


June 27, Tuesday 

Cuisine Royale with House DJ Manolet 
Dario at Embassy Cuisine; Sitti at Tavern on 
the Square, Greenbelt; Kickback Tuesdays 
at Manila DJ Club; Juicy Nytlife at Citrus; 
Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; Acous- 
бс Night at Temple; Engelbert 
Humperdinck at Araneta Coliseum 


June 28, Wednesday 

Retro DJ Boyet Almazan at Strumm's; DJ 
Steve Mills at Absinth; DJ Papi Santos at 
Mezze; DJs Karl Ty & Cao Ocampo at Em- 
assy Cuisine; Funksouljah at Manila DJ 
Club; Birthday Bash at Citrus; DJs Mars Mi- 
randa & Johnyverse at Embassy Club; DJ 
Joffy Cruz at Gweilos Makati; DJ Crash at 
‘Temple; DJ Brit at Government; Double 
Happiness at Prince of Jaipur; Jazz Night at 
Mag:net Café; Julia Duncan at Merk's 


June 29, Thursday 

Coup with House DJ Manolet Dario at 
amma, Reggae Night at 6Undergrounc 
BBC's SweetSuiteSoul w/ DJ Mike Co: 
stantino at Sake Lab; GottaHaveHousel 
With DJs Mark Jentes and Wendell Garcia at 


Capone's; SPIT at Mag:net Café; G Lounge | 


at Me 
Jaipur; Fluxxe: Whatever Thursdays at 
Manila DJ Club; Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at 
Bed; DJ Badboy Jeff at Temple, Nuvo Soul 
with Elian Habayeb at Nuvo 


June 30, Friday 

Bench Fever Underwear and Denim 
Show feat. Sister Sledge and Village People 
at the Araneta Coliseum; 6UG Album 
Launch at 6Underground; Decadance w/ 
Boyer Almazan at Jill's; Sitti: Bossa Night at 
Stonehouse; DJs Kar! Ty & GP Reyes at Cit- 
rus; DJ Owens Sun at Embassy Club; 
HouseBeats at Mati; MyHOUSE at M Café; 
DJ Marie Garcia at Embassy Cuisine; DJ 
Brit at Government; Jive Fridays at Temple; 
‘The Jerks at 70s Bistro; Route 70 & Dawn at 
Merk's; DJs Scratchmark & Shorty at Prince 
of Jaipur; Nina at the Music Museum 


Schedules may change without prior no- { 
tice. For more information and a complete 
listing of events, text 24/7 through your mo- 
bile phone and send to 2949 (Globe) and 
209 (Smart). Log on to mag24-7.com or pick: 
up your free copy of 24/7 NOCTURNAL NAV- 
IGATOR at bars and restaurants around the 
city. Submit your schedules before Wednet 
day to — events@mag24-7.com 
mag24_7@yahoo.com, » 
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GCash has previously implemented mobile fund drive 
for disaster rehet and emengent 
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Unicef, and it is anticipated that this new service will 
generate salary generous contribubons rum the public 
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‘TIM YAP and Penelope Cruz at the lobby of. 
Hotel Martinez before the premiere of her 
film “Volver” directed by Pedro Almodovar. 


By Denise Albert, 
First Runner-Up Miss Mouton Cadet 2006 


Fill evry glass, for wine inspires us, 
And fires us 
With courage, love and joy. 
Women and wine should life employ. 
Is there ought else on earth desirous? 
John Gay 1685-1732 
The Beggar's Opera (1728), 


act Il, sc. i, air 19 

VERY SPRING, СЫС 
Ese paradise 

Cannes at the French Riviera 
becomes a veritable melting pot for 
a massive smorgasbord of films 
from every corner of the globe. 
This year’s Festival de Cannes was 
well-attended by the brightest 
stars in the international showbiz 
constellation, with the likes of Tom 
Hanks, Penelope Cruz, Beyonce 
Knowles, and Monica Belluci grac- 
ing the Red Steps of the Grand The- 
atre Lumiere—the main theater 
showcasing films from the Official 
Selection of this year's festival. 

But while this grand international extrava- 
ganza would not be complete without the 
stars, our exhilaratingly luxurious experience 
at the 2006 Cannes Film Festival consisted of a 
distinct recipe that was not entirely hinged on 
star-spotting: it was the beautiful scenery, 
glamorous people, the chic and expensive bou- 
tiques, and more importantly, the wining and 
dining alongside the main attraction: the films. 
To this Filipino, having an exhaustive wining 
and dining experience coupled with cinema at 
Cannes was definitely a new and refreshing 
encounter. On so many levels there are many 
reasons why the wining and dining are integral 
Бана Cannes Film Festival and France it- 
sel 


Mono-sensory experience 

Like a glass of premium French wine, such 
as Baron Philippe de Rothschild's Mouton 
Cadet, a cinemaric masterpiece is more than 
just a mono-sensory experience. Savoring it in- 
volves more than just taking it in through one 
of your senses. The senses of sight, smell, and 
taste are key in the pleasurable enjoyment of 
‘wine. When you observe a work of art on the 
silverscreen, you listen as you see the story ш 
fold before you on the screen. You are taken for 
a ride as you unveiling layer after layer in the 
experience. The glittering black-tie, red carpet 
premiere we attended was of the film “Indi- 
genes" (Days of Glory) by Paris-based Algerian 
film master, Rachid Bouchareb. A gripping and 
raw portrayal of the North Africans who fought 
for France during World War II, the movie was 
an inspiring saga that forced us viewers to ex- 
plore our beliefs about heroism. It actually led 
me to question whether, if in the same posi- 
tion, I would hold to my beliefs in patriotism 
and nationalism, and die for them even when 
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TEAM PHILIPPINES on the Cannes Film Festival red carpet. 


THE BARON'S SON. 
Julian de Rothschild. 


PINK PRETTY. Anne 
Cusson of Mouton 
Cadet 


the bleakest of situations would determine 
there would be no way I would win. The multi- 
tude of layers in the film again revealed itself 
as the movie spurred on and took me through 
every frightening, heart-breaking, and tragic 
moment. 


Hundreds of films 

One thing that surprised me at the Cannes 
Film Fest was how many films were being fea- 
tured. Literally, there were hundreds of films, 
playing at public theaters all the way to the 
Grand Theatre Lumiere. French films, 
Japanese films, Portugese films, Chinese films, 
Spanish films, American films, Taiwanese 
films... фе list is endless. And within each of 
these entries from every conceivable nation, 
there are genres of every kind: cinematic epics, 
tragedies, action-packed films, adventure 
flicks, dark comedies, glossy mainstream fea- 
tures (like Beyonce Knowles starrer "Dream- 
girls"), horror films (like Asian import "The 
Eye" which has already been seen in the Philip- 
pines)—even romantic comedies like "Love 
Wrecked” with pop culture icon Amanda 
Bynes and slapstick comedies like “Уап Wilder 
2: The Rise of the Tajl” For one to attend the 
full twelve-day run of the Festival de Cannes 
means having a dizzying array of movies to 
choose from, Anything to suit your mood and 
taste, Again, this is coincidentally just like 
choosing your wine. Chardonnay, Cabernet, 
Pinot Noir, white, red, bubbly, dry, sweet, bit- 
ter... you have the luxury of choice in selecting 
what to take to heart (and belly). 

Plain-faced, itis easy to determine why wine 
and cinema are key elements in Cannes, After 


ILABLE 


watching the latest from the Official Selection, 
the restaurants are packed with glamorous 
French men and women enjoying their meals, 
‘And the French are very fond of long, leisurely 
meals that can go on for hours. From aperitif to 
dessert, the formal mode of dining in France 
dictates a different partner-wine for every 
course. Our days and nights in Cannes largely 
consisted of pleasurable meals in expensive 
French restaurants where it was not uncom- 
mon to have a three or four-hour meal with 
exquisite gastronomic delights. In fact 1 like to 
joke that barely an hour or two after being gid- 
ду and light-headed from lunch, you are off to 
dinner for another round of dining and win- 
ing—and since being tipsy in public is a 
tremendous faux pas in France it is imperative 
to learn to control your alcohol intake. 

So in a nutshell, our wondrous trip to 
Cannes was a thrilling experience. There was 
the women (this petite writer included), the 
bottles upon bottles of fine French wine, and of 
course the plethora of films. Itis probably safe 
to say that wine and cinema can, in their own. 
right, both be considered works of art. Wine- 
makers and filmmakers ereate inspiring mas- 
terpieces from the world around them that in- 
spires them in turn, their prized creations un- 
dergoing processes that will only answer to the 
command of time to achieve maturation, Rush 
these processes or short-cut them and you end 
up with lousy yields. And Just like works of art, 
wine and cinema, to borrow words from John. 
Gay's "The Beggar's Opera," both have the abil- 
ity to "inspire us, and fire us, with courage, 
love and joy.” 

So very eloquently put. ТЇ drink to that. 
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TIM YAP and Penelope Cruz at the lobby of 
Hotel Martinez before the premiere of her 
film “Volver” directed by Pedro Almodovar. 
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BIANCA Valerio with Emmanuel. 
Lebas of Mouton Cadet 
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BIANCA with Mario Van Peebles. 
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BARON Philippe de Rothschild's 
main men, Emmanuel Lebas and 
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WE HAVE ARRIVED. Denise, Bianca and Tim. 


ACelebration of Masterpieces at the 59th Festival de бап 


By Denise Albert, 
First Runner-Up Miss Mouton Cadet 2006 


Fill ev'ry glass, for wine inspires us, 
And fires us 
With courage, love and joy. 
Women and wine should Ше employ. 
Is there ought else on earth desirous? 
John Gay 1685-1732 
The Beggar's Opera [1728], 


act I sei, ait 19 
VERY SPRING, CHIC 
E mediterranean paradise 
Cannes at the French Riviera 
becomes a veritable melting pot for 
a massive smorgasbord of films 
from every corner of the globe. 
This year's Festival de Cannes was 
well-attended by the brightest 
stars in the international showbiz 
constellation, with the likes of Tom 
Hanks, Penelope Cruz, Beyonce 
Knowles, and Monica Belluci grac- 
ing the Red Steps of the Grand The- 
atre Lumiere—the main theater 
showcasing films from the Official 
Selection of this year’s festival 
But while this grand international extrava- 
ganza would not be complete without the 
Stars, our exhilaratingly luxurious experience 
at the 2006 Cannes Film Festival consisted of a 
distinct recipe that was not entirely hinged on 
star-spotting: it was the beautiful scenery, 
glamorous people, the chic and expensive bou- 
tiques, and more importantly, the wining and 
dining alongside the main attraction: the films. 
To this Filipino, having an exhaustive wining 
and dining experience coupled with 
Cannes was definitely а new a 
encounter. On so many levels there are many 
reasons why the wining and dining are integral 
parts of the Cannes Film Festival and France it- 
self. 


Mono-sensory experience 

Like a glass of premium French wine, such 
as Baron Philippe de Rothschild’s Mouton 
Cadet, a cinematic masterpiece is more than 
Just a mono-sensory experience. Savoring iti 
volves more than just taking it in through o 
of your senses. The senses of sight, smell, and 
taste are key in the pleasurable enjoyment of 
wine. When you observe a work of art on the 
silverscreen, you listen as you see the story un- 
fold before you on the screen. You are taken for 
a ride as you unveiling layer after layer in the 
experience. The glittering black-tie, red carpet 
premiere we attended was of the film "Indi- 
genes" (Days of Glory) by Paris-based Algerian 
film master, Rachid Bouchareb. A gripping and 
raw portrayal of the North Africans who fought. 
for France during World War Il, the movie was 
‘an inspiring saga that forced us viewers to ex- 
plore our beliefs about heroism. It actually led 
me to question whether, if in the same posi- 
tion, I would hold to my beliefs in patriotism 
and nationalism, and die for them even when 


TEAM PHILIPPINES on the Cannes Film Festival red carpet. 
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the bleakest of situations would determine 
there would be no way ! would win. The multi- 
tude of layers in the film again revealed itself 
as the movie spurred on and took me through 
every frightening, heart-breaking, and tragic 
moment. 


Hundreds of films 

One thing that surprised me at the Cannes 
Film Fest was how many films were being fea 
tured. Literally, there were hundreds of films, 
playing at public theaters all the way to the 
Grand Theatre Lumiere. French films, 
Japanese films, Portugese films, Chinese films, 
Spanish films, American films, Taiwanese 
films... the list is endless. And within each of 
these entries from every conceivable nation, 
there are genres of every kind: cinematic epics, 
tragedies, action-packed films, adventure 
flicks, dark comedies, glossy mainstream fc 
tures (like Beyonce Knowles starrer "Dream- 
girls”), horror films (like Asian import “The 
Eye" which has already been seen in the Philip- 
pines)—even romantic comedies like "Love 
Wrecked” with pop culture icon Amanda 
Bynes and slapstick comedies like "Van Wilder 
2: The Rise of the Тай!" For one to attend the 
full twelve-day run of the Festival de Cannes 
means having a dizzying array of movies to 
choose from. Anything to suit your mood and 
taste. Again, this is coincidentally just like 
choosing your wine, Chardonnay, Cabernet, 
Pinot Noir, white, red, bubbly, dry, sweet, bit- 
ter. . you have the luxury of choice in selecting 
what to take to hean (and belly) 

Plain-faced, it is easy to determine why wine 
and cinema are key elements in Cannes. After 
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watching the latest from the Official Selection, 
the restaurants are packed with glamorous 
French men and women enjoying their meals. 
‘And the French are very fond of long, leisurely 
meals that can go on for hours. From aperitif to 
dessert, the formal mode of dining in France 
dictates а different parmer-wine for every 
course. Our days and nights in Cannes largely 
consisted of pleasurable meals in expensive 
French restaurants where it was not uncom- 
mon to have « three or four-hour meal with 
exquisite gastronomie delights. In fact 1 like to 
joke that barely ап hour or two after being gid- 
dy and light-headed from lunch, you are off to 
dinner for another round of dining and win- 
ing—and since being tipsy in public is a 
tremendous faux pas in France it is imperative 
to learn to control your alcohol intake, 

So їп a nutshell, our wondrous trip to 
Cannes was a thrilling experience, There was 
the women (this petite writer included), the 
boules upon boitles of fine French wine, and of 
course the plethora of films. It is probably safe 
to say that wine and cinema can, in their own 
right, both be considered works of art. Wine- 
makers and filmmakers create inspiring mas- 
terpieces from the world around them that in- 
spires them in turn, their prized creations un- 
dergoing processes that will only answer to the 
command of time to achieve maturation. Rush 
these processes or short-cut them and you end 
up with lousy yields. And just like works of art, 
wine and cinema, ro borrow words from John. 
Gay's "The Beggar's Opera," both have the abil- 
йу to "inspire us, and fire us, with courage, 
loveandjoy" 

So very eloquently put. ГЇ drink to that. 
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KALA: Manila sound 
is back in the groove 


HE LOCAL MUSIC SCENE 
is in full bloom, with vari- Ẹ 

ous Pinoy artists produc- 

ing world-class hits. Local musie 

Zi) is now penetrating the main- 

! 18 S] stream. In the center of this OPM 

Me gl Golden Era comes a resurgence of 


us 
HE sound that is distinctively 
Hii anila Sound. 


Sound is a genre that 
was popularized by the Hotdogs 
in the 70's with the famed hit 
"Today a fresh new band 
named Kala is reviving and re- 
defining this genre 
Kala is behind the new hit song 
Jeepney” which is currently 
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number one on the charts. Its mu- 
sic video features actress Snooky 
Sema, 

“Manila Sound is the sound- 
track of our everyday life in Mani- 
la, said Brian who has written 
and co-written a number of tracks 
for Kala's debut album, "Manila 
High." 

The album is distributed na- 
tionwide by Sony BMG Music En- 
tertainment Philippines Inc. 


Rock for a cause 

Kala has been performing at 
various venues in support of Rock 
Ed Philippines, which promotes 
nation-building through music 
‘They released an EP last year en- 
titled RockEdition: For the Bene- 


fit of the Fil- TAREA 
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Millennium De- 
velopment } 
Goals and sup € iii 
port the Global Bug = 
Call to Action 2 
Against Poverty 
“Musie is the 
purest language 
that we can use to 
reach out to indi 
viduals and unite them to make a 
difference. in themselves, We 
must be the change we wish to 
see in our lives, our country and 
the world,” said Kalis guitarist 
JP Tanchanco. They tend to urge 
people or bands not to go to ral 
fies ог instigate chaos and parti- 
tion but instead encourage them 
to unite, look at the positive side 
ofthings and promote peace. And 
Just like other artists who are am- 
bassadors of the Global Call to 
Action Against Poverty (Bono, 
2, Santana and others), theyre 
cruit followers to wear a white 
band and join them in saying "No 
More Excuses.” 

Aside from their advocacy they 


Move farther into a bigger world. 


Cathay Pacific move 


you to over 90 destinations worldwide. 


I a big world out there so it's nice ro know that you can reach ir all. Fly the world's best airline with great connections from 


Hong Kong to over 90 destinations worldwide. Cathay Pacific makes the world smaller and a lot more comfortable. 


Now you're really flying. 


have established their distinction. 
їп the music scene with their 
unique sound. Very few bands 
these days have associated them- 
selves with that kind of identity 
popularized by the Pinoy artists 
of the 70s and Каја move 
seemed to note that a new genre 
is paving the way to challenge the 
“alternative pop” and “pogi-rock” 
type of sound common these 
days. 
“Sa palagay ko, ang pinoy mu: 
sic listeners and artists ay nagma- 
ture na... marami nang lumal- 
abas na makabagong tunog ng 
OPM," said vocalist Mike Grape. 
“May boses na ngayon ang mga 
banda at composers. Pinoy artists 
are claiming their 
throne.” 
Rene Garcia, 
of the Hotdogs, 
| noticed — Kala's 
sound as 'carry- 
E ing the funky 
2d groove of the 
old 70s. 

Brian noted 
that it was Gar- 
da who in- 
spired them to 
classify their 

music as ‘Manila Sound." 
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Influences 

“Pinaghalo-halong influences 
mg mga myembro ang tunog ng 
Kala. Manila Sound is something 
we can all be proud of. It gives 
OPM pride and personality" 

Kalas second single entitled 
“Manila High" will be launched 
this July. The music video is a 
continuation of their debut video 
for Jeepney. 

Other members of Kala are 
William Gabaldon (bass), and 
Raymond Daylo (drums). They 
took the name Kala from kal- 
abasa—the prime content of a 
cake-making college project they 
Tater called "Kala Cake Project.” 
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The sick 
leaves, the 
high fever, 
the 
frustrations 
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and the 
hones of the 
rare Pinoy 
football fan 
watching 
the World 
Cup 
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HAT LINE FROM THE FILM 
"American Beauty” just 
comes to mind—"sometimes 

theres so much beauty in the 

world I feel like I can't take it, like 
my heart’s going to cave in." And 
that is the closest thing that can de- 
scribe what 1 feel every four years, 
when the world 
gets together to 
celebrate “the 
beautiful game." 

Ah ... the World 

= /^' Cup! Life is just 

FPP 3 оо sweet, and 
adf everyday until 

July 9 will be a beautiful day. 

‘Such havoc this beautiful game has wreaked 
‘on my system though that everyday, I pretty 
much resemble a character in the “Night of the 
Living Dead.” It requires superhuman effort to 
live а normal life when you watch the live 
games everyday at the witching hc soused 
with a lot of San Mig Lights of course, catch a 
couple of hours of shuteye before waking up 
and heading to a full day of work, energized on- 
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Discover Your Power to Protect 


| expertise 


ХУ Are you afraid of being scared for life? 


By Dr. Ma. Carmen Nievera 


Pediatric Infectious Disease Consultant. 
Asian Hospital and Medical Center 


Few viral infections are more feared 
than the dreaded Chickenpox. Older 
people have a tale or two about how this 
illness has literally scarred them for life. 
‘The Varicella-zoster virus actually causes 
two diseases, Varicella (Chickenpox) and 
Zoster (Shingles). Chickenpox, the 
primary infection, usually occurs in 
childhood and is quite distinctive because 
of itchy skin rashes which are vesicular or 
blister-ike lesions on the face, scalp, or 
trunk, though these can spread over the 
entire Боду. These lesions are usually 1-4 
mm in diameter, superficial and delicate, 
and contain clear fluid on a reddish base. 
Besides having between 250-500 itchy 
Bisters of diferent stages (from reddish 
raised lesions to blister formation to 
crusting) on the body, one can have mild 
fever, dehydration, headache and tiredness, 
lasting about’ 5-10 days. The virus then 
"hides" in the nerve ganglia during acute 
infection. Thereafter, Zoster or Shingles 
results when the virus reactivates and 
returns со infect the skin and produces а 
unilateral eruption of lesions following an 
area of nerve distribution (dermatome). 
Though not well understood factors which 
are associated with recurrent disease 
include aging, decreased immunity, 
exposure to Varicella while in the mother s 
‘womb,and Chickenpox atan early age. 

Varicella is highly contagious. Clinical 
infection will develop in 80-90% of non- 
immune persons exposed in a household. 
Secondary cases are usually more severe 
than the primary cases. The virus is spread 
by the airborne route and requires direct 
contact with an infected individual for 
transmission. It can spread from skin 
lesions as weil аз from the respiratory tract 
by coughing, sneezing, or talking. A person 
with chickenpox is contagious 1-2 days 
before the rash appears until all blisters 
have formed scabs. It will take from 10-21 
days after contact with an infected person 
for Chickenpox to develop, 

The clinical course of this illness in 
healthy children is generally mild. But, they 
may miss 5-6 days of school when ill. Adults 
and children with malignancies or 
immunosuppression may have more severe. 
disease and have a higher rate of 
complications. These include secondary 
bacterial infections involving any organ of 
the body, dehydration, pneumonia, 
meningitis, encephalitis, hemorrhagic 
varicella, arthritis, and Reye's syndrome 
(specially in those on chronic aspirin 
intake). Complications аге higher in 
persons older than 15 years and infants 
youriger than | year of age. Adults account 
for only 5% of reported cases of Varicella, 
but account for approximately 35% of 
morali. Many people re not avare that 
before theVaricella vaccine was introduced 
In the US, that country experienced 11.000 
hospitalizations and 100 deaths from 
chickenpox every year — In other words, 
one child and one adult died each week 
from this disease. 


ku 


Pregnant women are of special 
concern. The onset of maternal varicella 
within a few days before or after birth may 
result in overwhelming infection of the 
newborn and a fatality rate as high as 30%. 
Moreover chickenpox in pregnant women is 
associated with risk of transmission co the 
fetus resulting in congenital varicella 
syndrome. This is characterized by low birth 
‘weight, microcephaly, hypoplasia of the limb, 
skin scarring and encephaliis,among others. 

The Varicella Zoster virus is such an 
infectious agent that general measures are 
not useful for the prevention of chickenpox 
їп suseeptible individuals. Some protection 
may be achieved by isolation of these 
patients in rooms with negative air pressure. 
Nevertheless, all experts agree that 
vaccination is the best way to prevent 
chickenpox. This protects children and 
adults from the severe complications and 
death associated with the disease. Even with 
Uncomplicated cases, lost time from school 
and work and the cost of medications or 
treatment can take a significant toll on the 
family. 

Who should be vaccinated? All 
children between 12-18 months of age 
should have one dose of chickenpox vaccine, 
except those who already had the disease. 
‘Also, children between 19 months and their 
13° birthday who have not had chickenpox 
should be vaccinated with a single dose. 
Persons 13 and older who have not had 
chickenpox should get 2 doses of the vaccine 
4-8 weeks apart. Immunity is specially 
important in persons who have close 
contact with children or high-risk persons 
such as teachers, day-care employees 
college students, staff of correctional 
institutions, military personnel, and adults 
living in households with children. Non- 
pregnant women of childbearing age and 
international travelers should also get 
vaccinated. Because not all persons are 
eligible to receive chis vaccine, it Is always 
best to ask your doctor if it may be given to 
you 

For protection against vaccine 

es, ask your doctor 

es for every 

ber of the family, depending on 
their age and lifestyle. GSK Family 
Vaccines is partnering with the medical 
munity, so more patients сап 
discover their power to protect their 
loved ones inside and outside the home. 
Get more health information and advice 
оп fam оп through 
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ly by adrenaline and boatloads of coffee. 1 
haven't slept or eaten much since the kickoff last 
June 9, and I'm afraid that my eyebags have per- 
manently taken root in my face. This morning, I 
actually forgot to brush my hair, much to the 
amusement of my work mates, ‘who casually 
pointed out that my buhaghag hair could double 
as steel wool. When 1 attempt to explain my 
zombie-in-2-deserted island look to people by 
saying, its the world cup!" more often than not, 
Tm greeted with blank stares and bemused 
looks, Tough crowd! Such is the fate of being a 
football fan in the Philippines; its akin to talking 
to Pinoys about cricket or bobsledding or rugby. 
Imay as well be speaking in an ancient Assyrian 
tongue in our basketball crazy culture. 

So it can get to be a bit frustrating. I'm not 
talking about my internal clock gone hay- 
wire— can handle the sleepless nights for a 
month; for me that "pain" is part of the plea- 
sure. The frustrations run much deeper. For 
one, its painful on the pocket. Because foot- 
ball is not popular in the Philippines, it's пос 
shown live on regular TV or cable. If you want 
to watch it at home, you have to pay to have it 
hooked up. Only a handful of bars in the city 
show the games live. Most of these bars are ei- 
ther watering holes of expats, or upscale bars 
that charge a mint for beer. Some of these es- 

ishments even ask for а cover charge, in 
order to compensate for the hefty amount 
they had to pay Solar Sports in order to have 
the games shown live in their establishment. 

"The good thing that comes out of this set up is 
that you get to hang out with other football- 
crazy fans from all over the world, Pinoys and 
expats alike, whose collective excitement charge 
the atmosphere with this electricity that makes 
watching the games even more pleasurable. 
Plus you won't get a furrowed brow when you 
talk about Argentinas demolition of Serbia- 
Montenegro the week before. In my experience 
watching the Brazil-Australia game last week- 
end at National Sports Grill, it was just incredi- 
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ble to see Pinoys, Aussies, Koreans, Brazilians and 
Japanese fans in one venue, mesmerized by the 


game. 

This ball 

guess the most frustrating thing about being 
a big football fan in the "Pinas is getting kicked in 
the gut with comments like this: Jeez, what's all 
the fuss about, its a bunch of people kicking 
around a ball for God's sake." Just today, a good 
friend living in Chicago e-mailed me complain- 
ing about the similar absence of football fever in 
the US. “It's crazy how the Americans have NOT 
a single ounce of World Cup fever,” she writes, 
“the news tries so hard to make the US team look 
good to get people interested—but it's not work- 
ing. My American manager has a sign outside his 
office—"ies just friggin’ soccer.” Absolute blas- 
phemy!” 

The truth is that, yes, the game is pretty much 
that simple—it's a bunch of people kicking 
around а ball towards a goal. Yet it's that very 
simplicity that is so profound. This simple 
thing—this ball, can bring the world together. То 
paraphrase the FIFA commercial, “it drastically 
changes the world ... itcloses the schools, closes 
the shops, closes the city... stops a war. This sim- 
ple ball gives people everywhere something to 

оре for, gives countries respect where respect is 
in short supply. And achieves more than the 
politicians ever could." Imagine that, civil war in 
the ravaged African country, the Ivory Coast, 
stopped after three years, and its president de- 
clared a truce because they qualified for the 
World Cup for the first time? How wonderful itis 
that the world talked about Ghana, when they 
won against the Czech Republic? Once every 
four years indeed, a football does the impossible, 
it can overturn powers, glorify poor nations, and 
celebrate cultural differences, all because of a 
shared passion and love of the game. 


The International Fan 

‘Another question lobbed to me: "but the Philip- 
pines is not playing in the World Cup, so why are 
you watching?" This isnt an issue, say in Thailand 
and Malaysia, two countries who don't have teams 
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competing in the Wor 
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Bangladesh, another cu 
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the 1998 World Cup iv 
tricity was cut off dur 
many people watching 
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Football in Iloilo 
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^* CATCH THE FEVER! 
In my humble attempt to spread the football fever among Pinoys, here are a 
Tow sites and YouTube links to check out: 
уч. Official FIFA World Сир sito: 
fiworldcup yahoo.com 
For match schedules " 
hip. soccerphil.com/saccerphilewe2006/schedule/schedule html 
A lew good videos: 
A A Simple Balt 
http youtube.convwatch?v-B86cS4XqAt208eur= 
Ў Scotland didn't make itto the World Cup. Again. 
Й nig youtube. com/vateh?v=JIKO_L2JuGw&mode=relatedseare! 
U^ Sick Days 
tiov youtube com/wateh?v-SVSigBdaRHO&mode-relatedásear 
Ivory Coast Qualify! 
«| httpvionvw youtube.comiwatoh?v=WipP_KSUc2s&mode=reatedésearc 
МА Mundial 
Vl http: youtube comAwatch2veiieWumFVgiMäsearch=world%20cup 
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verywhere in the streets, 
(I saw it myself), In 
тту without a team in the 
ir days of darkness during 
France, because the elec- 
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sing a so-called "citizen of 
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appy even for but a mo- 
than enough reason to 


hard-fought—when they finally happen, you 
just appreciate it so much more. Pethaps we 
Pinoys could learn so much from this value: 
‘That the things truly of worth in this world 
can't be acquired instantly; you build some- 
thing truly valuable with discipline, hard 
‘work, and a whole lot of patience! 

Yet I do think more interest could be fanned 
with proper funding and promotion of the 
sport. Ah, there's the rub. There are no 
leagues where we could train, say, the ex- 
tremely talented football players in Barotac 
Nuevo, Пойо (which is believe it or not, the 
country’s soccer capital as FHM Philippines 
reports, or more aptly tagged, “Twilight Zone 
Philippines” where residents barely bop to the 
basketball beat and where people don't wor- 
ship Shaq). There are no leagues because 
there is a lack of funding. To get funding from 
big corporations, you need to drum up a eriti- 
cal mass of interest to actually make it worth 
the investment. It's a long, long Mobius Strip 
of reasons. 


Athena house model - 150 sqm. usable floor area 


Check out 
the action, 
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How to get there: From Commonwealth Avenue, turn right at Batasan Road 
until you reach the Batasan Road Extension. Turn left upon seeing the 
Petron Gas Station. Go straight until you reach Filhomes Il Gate 1. Follow 
directional signs to Serra Monte Villas. 
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Open House Today, from 9 AM - 5 PM 
at Serra Monte Villas Clubhouse; QC 


Conon. 


Delighting You Always 


Pinoys and the game 

Iam still hopeful though that Filipinos could 
learn to love football too. Perhaps all we need is 
to just pick up a ball, kick it around more and 
start playing it. Hell, that’s how T contracted the 
fever in the first place, when 1 played for the 
girls’ team back in Ateneo. The same college 
friends I've played with and watched the World 
Сир games in 1994, 1998 and 2002 are stil ће 
same feverish females e-mailing me every 
minute about the games—even if I haven't seen 
them in years and they're scattered across the 
globe living their own lives now. Now if the pas- 
sion for this game can bring my of friends and I 
together again across the oceans, relish old 
memories and look forward to future World 
Cups, even just by the virtue of the Internet, just 
imagine how this sport unites so many people 
elsewhere in the planet? 

One game, one world indeed. Now that is 
beautiful 


hy the heck is football 
pines? 

nly baffling. All you need 
расе, You don't need to 
ion'teven need to be tall! 
st; to think on your feet, 
| ed sense of teamwork їп 


thelack of football fever 
cals of the negative as- 
continually keeps us ina 
з need to be a cohesive 
5 hard in his position for 
1 goal. That goal requires 
imes it takes a long time. 
scored. Sometimes there. 
vr there are no winners 
|o football is the furthest 
ation” sport. Then again, 
raving goals that are so 


INTRODUCING 
THE WORLD’S FIRST 


TRUE 4 MEGAPIXEL 
DVD CAMCORDER 


10x optical zoom * Built-in joystick for quick and simple 
operation * Easy shooting, editing and sharing functions 


DC100 
* World's smallest and slimmest DVD camcorder* 


* 25x optical zoom 
7" LCD 


See more vibrancy. See more detail * High resolution 16:9 


HERRERAS TRU YOUTH APPAREL WAS RE- 
ly launched in Los Angeles during the birth 
Pash of one the most influential DJs in the 
idustry—DJ E-man, He is currently the music 

[of Power 108, ће most popular hiphop station 

Js talent has taken him far—he's been a perfor- 

DU for artists like Tamia, Krazy Bone of Bone 

Фа Harmony, Baby Bash, and is also the only 

Таст of Mariah Carey during her concerts. The 

by invitation party was held in the high-end 

$ club in Hollywood where guests include Jer- 
hupri, Frankie J, Baby Bash, Natalie, Marques 
land a whole lot more. It didn't just stop there, 
ch was continued in Manila during Jon Her- 

Fehday party in Embassy Superclub. Guests in 

iila launch were wowed when DJ Virman, ап 

phiphop DJ ín LA, spun and surprisingly played 
pm Kylie, Kelly Clarkson and The Cardigans. 

fan check out Tru Youth Apparel at wwwtruy. 


See more beauty. It’s all possible 
with the compact yet powerful DC40 
which has 4 million pixels to capture 
every single detail of an image. The 
DC40 delivers true 4 megapixel 
performance, without resorting to 
interpolation used by some 

camcorders to boost their image quality as they have fewer 

actual pixels. Together with Canon's precision optics and 
exclusive DIGIC DV imaging processor, the DC40 produces 
stills and movies that are richer, sharper and more stunning. 

Even with its wide range of shooting 

functions, this DVD camcorder is incredibly easy to use. 

Get ready to enhance your Г M 

shooting experience in S 

every way with the DC40. 

Where form and function 

are perfected. 


“its megapa cass as of March 2006 


3 DVD-Rs, battery pack and carrying case when 
you buy a Canon DC10, DC20, DC40, or DC100. 


Promo Period: June 10 to July 31, 2006. Per DTI-NCR Permit No.2029 Series of 2006. 
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widescreen mode 


0с20 

* 22 megapixels 

+25" LCD 

* High resolution 16:9 
widescreen mode 


ocio 

+13 megapixels 

+25" LCD 

+ High resolution 16:9 
widescreen mode 


Inc. 2F Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue cor. VÀ. Rufino St, Макай Ciy 


canon com ph * ww.canon com ph 
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Opens June 28, 2006 
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SUPERMAN and all elted characters and elements are trademarks of and © DC Comics. 
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ITH TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPING 
Мо 

companies and consumers are 
playing a game of catch-up, trying to make 
sure they are always on top of TT news. 

Here is this weeks news: Asia, say hello to 
Windows Live Messenger. 

This messenger promises to kick the butt of 
your old messenger with added features like 
easy sharing folders and video calling. 

“Windows Live is all about giving con- 
sumers the tools and services they need to be 
in control as they stay connected to the people 
they care about, on top of the information 
that is important to them, and protected 
across all of their online activities. The vision 
is based on putting people at the center of 
their digital life and creating a seamless expe- 
rience across their PC, devices, applications 
and the web," said Alex Stewart, Microsoft's 
Asia Pacific director for the Windows Live and 
MSN business. 


No kidding 

He's not kidding. In its desire to “unify your 
world, relationships and interests," Windows 
Live Messenger provides you with tools to en- 
hance your online life. This next generation of 
the MSN Messenger does not only provide an 
instant messaging service, it also connects 
you to the internet—to your e-mail, blog and 
a search engine with the click ofa mouse. 

Great news for people in long-distance re- 
lationships—Windows Live Messenger in- 
cludes a free, synchronized audio and video 
service which allows customers to view and 
talk to their friends through their PCs. And to 
make sure conversations are clear—Microsoft 
released a line of webcams optimized espe- 
cially for Windows Live Messenger. The first 
of the cams are the Microsoft LifeCam VX- 
6000 and Microsoft LifeCam VX-3000. 


Sharing made easy 

File-sharing is easy—all you have to do is 
drag and drop to share your files with friends. 
And now your messenger can act as your little 
black book too—Windows Live Contacts lets 
you subscribe to your friends contacts so you 
can stay in touch constantly. These contacts 
are not just accessible through the messenger, 
you can also use MSN Spaces and Windows 
Live Mail to access them. More than 25 mil- 
lion customers are already taking advantage 
of this feature—now that’s a lot of people to 
connect to. 

The messenger is integrated with other 
Windows Live services including Windows 
Live Search, Windows Live Local, Windows 
Live Mail and MSN Spaces. This integration 
allows users to read blogs, view online pho- 
tos, find directions, get answers to their ques- 
tions, send e-mails and visit websites while 
enjoying their Windows Live Messenger expe- 
rience. 

There's also a Forget Me feature, prevent- 
ing other people from using your account, af- 
ter you use Windows Live Messenger at an In- 
ternet cafe. 

Te’ all part of "bringing your online world 
together” 

‘And things are only starting, 

“The advancements in technology really 


| has created an impact with the way we live 


our lives. It’s great to see a lot of innovations 
їп the way we communicate and stay connect- 
ed—from the mobile phones to instant mes- 
saging. 1 think Microsoft is doing a great job 
with Live Messenger because, from what 1 
read on the Internet, Live Messenger will 
soon allow us to communicate with people 
‘who use Yahoo! voices. This is going to make 
the IM world even bigger," said Mike, a self 
confessed IM addict. 

And the craziest part? They say this is only 
the first of more than 20 new Windows Live. 
services they would be launching throughout 
the year. 

Bring iton, Bil 

Visit www.live.com. 
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FROM TURKEY WITH, 
LOVE. Ruffa gad Yilma ж 
Bektas at] y wedding of 

Yilmaz's sister Kesra. By the 


way it’s Rufa's birthday 
today. 


оша mom, 
supported by a 
rich, loving hu: 
band gets visit 
ed by her famil 
composed of 
grown up 
brothers, her 
dad and her 
bling-obsessed 
mom. Cue 
movie trailer 
е over. 


and transpor 

to ex 

complete with body- 

guards, posh night 
and tons and 


ant inv ations fom 
Ruffa Guti 


erent parts of the 
world, I finally made 


Upon arrival at the 
Istanbul airport, 


d me on the 
fashion 

TV bodyguards were 

look A 

that time, only one of 

them could 

Engl 

know any Turkish. 


Gutierrez brood 
Ruffa's brothers 
Elvis, Rocky Richard. 
Raymond and RP 
“or Richie Раш) 
were excited becau 
it was their first time 
to visit Turkey. 1 in- 
stantly became the 
Gutierrez 


became 
compani 
and day out. 
1 told the body- 
rds that Richa 
and I were 
triplets (not Sheryl, 
Tina and Manilyn 
and that it just 


1, the factory defect. 
They only discov- 
.d the truth when 

d me 

mother 

Ting to 

belle Ramal 1 


RUFFAIER 


PHILIPPINE De [n 


/ 


а 


if you are creative, 
COME SEE US. 


| We'll train you to be a professional 
Digital Artist in less than 7 months. 
GUARANTEED! 


Why Digital Artist? 

From DC to Marvel comics. from X-men to Spiderman, Finding Nemo 
to Cars, Filipino digtal artists are at the foreironl of the biggest 
creative endeavors on the planet today. From major studios tke 
Pixar. Walt Disney and Universal, Fiipino artists are the main 
| creative engines that make these big studios run 


| Why First Academy of Computor Arts? 
First Academy of Computer Arts is the first and only trainin 
tion to offer Digital Arts/3D Animation certificate programs, 
‘comprehensive courseware designed for a new generation of 
| multimedia artists. We аме you more байа ars ski paths 
than any related college course can give you in 4 years. 
BUT DONT TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. 


LET US PROVE IT TO YOU. Attend our FREE technical workshop. 
and decide for yourself. 
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SHADES OF COOL. Richard LOVE BOAT, Eddie Gutierrezand RAND R. Ruffa anc А 
Gutierrez in Tom Ford eyéwéar ? Annabelle Rama inhoneymode «һе Bosphorus 


From page EI 
should go бету Advil. 
My fist day-in Istanbul was spent at the- 
тота house! Fhiansion in thé suburb 
Ruffa шайга Нет queendohr ini the pres: 
‘ence of her family, household help and pets. It 


VIEW EROKETHETOR Сна 2 was also the bridal shower for Kesra, Ruffa's 


sis-in-law who was going to tie the knot that 
weekend. Ruffa, the consummate hostess 
kept on calling the twins to rush to her place 
(we stayed at a boutique hotel in Bebek, near 
the posh party spots in Istanbul) to catch the 
performance of the belly dancer she had hired 
for the party. 

Опе soiree after another, I witnessed, in 
true pageant form, how Ruffa was able to 
transform and live up to every role she had to 

“take—wife, mother, sister, daughter, hostess, 
guest relations offices, friend, etc. Many 
times she was busier than che party hosts 
themselves, and in family occasions, Yil- 
maz's kin seem to have grown so attached to 
her that they all really go to her—kids and 
adults alike are drawn to her like girls are to 
diamonds. 


photographed by Mond 


Bling it on! 

Speaking of this girl who is fond of dia- 
monds, we went Super! shopping at The 
Grand Bazaar, where ! experienced first hand 
the haggling skills of Mommy Annabelle. I 
watched with amazement as her kids point 
outa particular object they fancied and mom- 
my Annabelle would argue and fight with the a 
vendors until she got the item at the price she 
wanted. And then they became friends. Who THE от нее 
can resist tita Annabelle? А T Queenie’ 


"She just likes to haggle for the sake of hag- ^ ч 
gling,” Eddie Gutierrez explained as we ob- ATKESRA'S BRIDAL SHOWER 


served Annabelle from the next stall. "She's a edd asd 
double dragon,” Yilmaz went wide-eyed as he " A 
lovingly described his mom-in-law. Td say 
even a triple dragon, as even 1 felt well taken 
cared of, and safe, under tita Annabelle's 
wings. 

Even in Istanbul, she brought cans and cans 
of pork n' beans, corned beef and other break- 
fast de lata to make sure her boys have their 
favorite foods from good ‘ol mom. "My boys 
are all so big now,” she would wax sentimen- 

RUFFE 


^ 


N 
nin Yilmaz's Ме 


RUFFA'S little angels, 
Lorin and Venice 
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pinching 

s' cheek, or after 
giving Richard a tight 
embrace. 


the 
cover on 
Marami п 
à nyan!” 
Hhnabelle — blurted 
But as she headed to 
l. The 
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Ё that half o 
cated in Asia, 

Be other 


around town. 

Being with Ruffa 

(who now speaks flu- 

by de 

agay), Yilmaz and the 
Whole Gutier 

Byood away from the 
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showbiz family is 
tually so grounded 
and so real. With 
them, what you 
waht you g 

The 


like. you're 
h 


Photography, (Check 
Sut his photos within 


Ё Seeing dad Eddie's 
шег demeanor can 
femind you of your 

cool dad. Being 


're with your own 
Quirky mom who 
Smothers you with 
r love 
É Being with Yilmaz, 
Fou sense a man truly 
In love with his wife 
nal Jape vo ie TEMPERATURES RISE 
; and being with 
fa... it’s like being 
ich your sister, i 
Your sister was a 
princess 
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BY JESS ABRERA 


T WISH YOU'D PLAY OUTSIDE 
AND GET SOME FRESH AIR. 
yt 


GE 


FRESH 


(oH, THAT'S RIGHT... 
YOUR FATHER 1S 
BARBECUNG. 


EXCITED NA Ако 
SA CHACHA 


KAEAMPI Kof 


#47 МА RIN 
ANG MGA 


y DAHIL 


BY JERRY SCOTT 
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BABY BLUES 
1 T 


DA 
MASAKTAN DahiL 
MASOKISTA KAI! 


HAPPENS 
EVERY TIME 
I STEP IN 
THE BATH 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


HB) NI ЈАЈА LIBERATED SIYA KAYA 
АКМА KO HINDI SIYA MAGAGALIT 
MUNG Амор AKD NG SINE AT Їр! 
KD SIYA АМАА HINDI Ko SIYA 

MA INTINDIAN #У/ 


SABI НБА SA NG KART... 
"те way TS HALE А 
WOMAN 6 To Love нор. 
SIMPLY VE нер... мерез, 
love wet - 


[cs NG “HER 1/02 


Love ver“ [LWE 
Hee! I LE Не 


Lave на 
Lave kat.“ 
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ATOMO AND WEBOY 


Vues,pio Чоу HeAR? 


Super D's Веем To 
MeuNT Everest! Not 
Just омсе BUT A LoT 


BY LYRAGARCELLANO 


AND You SeLievep 
HIM? FoR ALL You 
KNow, He's A FRAUD! 


OH.NO He's нот. 
He's VEGETARIAN 


MIKROKOSMOS 


MikRokidsi- 


Mag-Restcle ТауодГу 
Tuwino, Sabado! 
Mga Kailangan 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


| 


LCD Idikit ang mga 
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Mag drowi 
MUR —10-sa. paper plate ког. = 


Vibia at 
mata. Чомой 
‘yes isang (SDA! 
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WALD LEONE CORFEW, NO! 


INCEPTIS SU DO 


YOU BORN TODAY: You re «asygolng. reserved and traditional. You tke 
harmony in your surroundings: perhaps this is why people like to be 
around you. You have excelent powers о! concentration and a wonderful 
imagnation. You're а devoted parent (Family matlers to you.) After the 
age of 28, you become more danng for the rest of your Ме! This year 
nights your closest retabonshos. 
Birthdate at: Sherry Sinnghel, actress Michele Lee, actress; Joe Pen- 
have 10 figure out 


fy. actor 
you really want to be 6 
пон {о become a 


ACROSS 

1 Poison ivy 
cousin 

6 Rich in detall 

ыеп 

16 Photographer 

17 Draw Ош 

18 Dishes 

19 Permanent 
AWOLS 

21 Golfer Watson 

22 Wave tps 

23 Social act 

27 Contingencies: 
abbr. 

28 Trajectory 

31Siuggers 

22 Кз ү 
honorific’ ' 

^3 Criss area 

38 Related 
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ARIES (March 21 to 
‘April 19}: AL thes 
‘sage m your Ме. you 
wan to know what 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 0 
Det. 22): You worked 
о make а name for 
iore now you 


TAURUS (April 20 10 
May 20): in order to 
"eel secure, you need 
о estabish a sod 
anchor im your Me. 


By Annabel Michaels 
Williamsburg, VA 
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7 Bolger and 
Haley's co-star 

8 Off target 

9 Cross or 
Affleck. 

10.— pro nobls 

11 Blüngy со 

12 Classic violin 

13 Reader's card 

14 Foe 

20 Romanov ruler 

24 Internet 
address letters 

25 Tasman and 
Muzorewa 

26 Clamping tool 

29 Underground 
grown 

30 Catholic 
governing body 

33 __ Haute, IN 

34 Ghostly 

reeuings 

35 Park shotters 

36 Too big 

37 Brovity 

39 Himalayan goat 

43 Congressman 
Hutchinson 

44 Rocket top 


in the next few years. And you're 
‘ight—you are! 

CAPRICORN (Doc. 22 

Sh 10 Jan. 19): Some of 

you are getung less 

Support (rom a part 
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March. 20): Continue 
10 work hard to buid 
upon your dreams. 
Even though you teel 
overwnemed at times, al ts 
work wi bring you your tuture re 
wards 
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DON'T BELIEVE THAT 
any straight girl (who 
doesn't have double Р 
chest proportions) would 
фе excited to attend an 
vent that has “Playboy 
Mansion" as a theme. But, 
:A kept trying to convince 
| Жпузе!Ё this was for work. 
17 Before anyone even bothers to 
le&peculate if 1 possess aforemen- 
tioned mammalian attributes let 
“ne clarify that work meant being 
* head of content for 
, Fashion TV Philip- 
| pines and tha 
{ were invited to cover 
{ an event. Indochine 
} Restaurant, located 
{ ‘on Orchard Road in 
| 
i 


Singapore was about 
to stage a charity din- 
mer plus fashion 

how with designer 

"fara Angsana and 

Ш proceeds were go- 
Ofhg to the Action for 
Aids Charity. Two of 
my colleagues and 1 
set off for the land of 
the “las” with equip- 
ment and no real ex- 
pectations in tow 1 
fave, always won, 
егей what kind of 
gimmicks ne was 
"Willing to throw or 
get into in the name 
of "charity" I guess 

„hen times get hard, 
"Getting charity is 

{even harder. 

Н 
Efficient energy 
"* Singapore was as 

pected bustling 

) 


iih the most eff- 
[cient energy known 
fio man. Everything 
| lthere just works and 
[everyone just seems 
чо be so reliable and 
-honest. It seemed, 
with everything so 
streamlined and 
well, disciplined, that. 
an event sounding in 
nature supporting а 
‚rather controversial 
psubjecr matter could 
| {е pulled off with 
{ aplomb. Half-asleep 
{Сапа fueled by pure 
adrenaline (thanks to 
_chocolate), we set off 
for the venue to give 
{ visual ocular, 


i 

i 
* Beautiful models 

$ Christina 

i Mitopoulou, our 
FTV Singapore sister, 
had already been giv- 
+ enaheads up of what 
to do when met with 
three visitors (rom 
~the * Philippines— 
feed them and feed 
them fast! Over roast 
duck with rice at a lo- 
са] kopitiam, we dis 
cussed the schedule 
and parameters for 
^| the evening ahead. 
Again looking over 
"Zwhat was to be ex- 
pected in the name of 
charity, beautiful 
models in beautiful 
gowns, high sociery 
guest celebrities, a 
Ffive-course dinner, 
and er an under 
dressed code. 1 felt 
Iather uncomfort- 
‘able and I couldn't 
| gure ош why 
aybe I was still 
father old-fashioned 
this modern day. 
Although 1 thought 
charities would be 
5Lmore subdued “with 
"clothes" affairs, 1 was 
prepared to stay pro- 
fessional and cover 
the event regardless 


МА. 


TES 
па! 
‘of my impressions and expecta- 
"What started out as work 
though turned out to be a lot quite 
а fun experience. First of all, the 
appearance, formallooking set- 
tings, chandeliers in the middle of 
very long tables gave it an almost 
kitschy feel, I mean, the whole 
club was beginning to imbibe a 
rather S&M feel. This was coupled 
by the red carpet walk where 
guests either clad in Parah 
Angsana's wares ог... underwear 
wares were welcomed by half- 
naked men in masks. I guess for 


TEMPERATURES 


www. banehlm.com 


ИЦ! 


the guests (and the РТУ Crew) the. 
whole setting was taken in a 
tongue-in-cheek manner, even 
some of the more scantily clad of 
the guests were not taking them- 
selves and their body parts too se- 
riously. From pre-event, during 
dinner, through the fashion show 
and even at the after party it be- 
came more and more evident that 
everyone involved was having a 
gleefully good time. Playmates, 
playboys and play wannabes were 
scattered all over the club and 
restaurant, but there was a strict 
“no photo” clause on many of the 
guests that was (maybe cause it 


ш 
was Singapore) readily and seri- 
ously abided. (Brangelina and 


by would have been better off in 
Indochine rather than Namibia). 


Highly amusing 
Although the overall scene 
was highly amusing, what was 
most enjoyable for me was 
bumping into an old friend, Mike 
Wiluan (who 1 had not seen in 
10 years) and making new 
friends amidst the noise and the 
nakedness. Some of the guests 
got pretty raunchy towards the 
end of the night but FTV kept its 
promise and we kept ours cam- 
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eras off, although our eyes were 
pretty much popping out of our 
heads. Champagne flowed, 
dancing was all nightand several 
awards were given out that 
night, from a $3,000 gown from 
Farah to several Valentino 
leather bags. People took their 
partying very seriously and a 
new definition of the word "Play- 
mate" emerged that very night 
But still, thought 1 would be put 
off by all the debauchery around 
me and was pleasantly surprised 
that despite still having all my 
clothes on I was still very much 
welcomed into the fray. 


Rumor has it that the event 
raised double of what was esti- 
mated for Action for Aids and the 
colorful condom giveaways dis- 
appeared way before the clothes 
on the guests did. 

1 don't think 1 could have 
planned out something more suc- 
cessful and 1 humbly whip my 
rather self-righteous non-bunny 
tailed behind into submission. 
Whatever works for charitable 
causes works for me. In these un- 
predictable times, charity has to 
get creative. So maybe next time l 
won't scoff at the idea of being a 
Playmate for a good cause. 


www.benchtm.com i 
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|| This is a Hong Keng 
; Shopping adventure 
without a lot of shopping 


Text and photos by Pam Pastor 
На. 
pers soul. Just when 
you think you know its ins and 
outs, the land of retail therapy 
reaches into its vault and hurls 
surprises along your way. 

This I discovered during a recent big 
family trip to Hong Kong, courtesy of my 
generous grandfather. There were 17 of 
us—which is pretty crazy. While they in- 
vaded Disneyland, the Hong Kong 

Tourism Board swept me away on the 
Airport Express train and introduced me 
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INTERIOR DESIGN BOARD REVIEW! 
2006 
CLASSES START JULY 10 to SEPT. 2 


CREATIVE TRAINING 
AND REVIEW CENTER 


атт Through Crestmny 
725-1948 | 0017-8197462 


REGISTRATION ON GOING! 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY 3 TO 5 РМ. 


CTRC SECRETARIAT 
FIRST MIDLAND CONDOMINIUM, 
108 Gamboa St,Legaspl Village, Makati City 
Phones : 807-3642 / 7262428 
Cell Nos.: 0916-983-7599 / 0917-847-8641 


June 24 208 information you'll gain: 
=$ $ all-day health exhibit 5 Stay healthy the natural way 
B Smart ways to avoid heart 

disease 
Healthy families 
Top fitness tips & trends 

ш Get fit (fitness demo) 

8 Raising smart kids (nurturing 
giftedness in your child) 


‘Mandaluyong City 

MOST: ANGEL JACOB. 

oc change war — 

Bring a copy of Health Today June 2006 issue to avait of 
various health services for FREE: BP monitoring, BMI 


surement, bone scanning and many moral 
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Eat good, live bad longer. Whatever lifestyle you choose, it's always a good choice to be healthy with our pure, natural and organic products, healthy Options’ 


better choices | better Ше 


| Raffle prizes and gifts to be given away! „| 
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to a magical world where funky sneakers 
float by on conveyor belts under see- 
through floors, where rich ladies go for de- 
(signer tea parties, where queues of people 
ready to splurge on fashion go around the 
Jock and where tour guides have an affini- 
ty for all things yellow. 

And I thought I knew shopping like 1 
know the colors of my nail polish collec- 
Чоп. 

But my shopping adventure actually 
Балеа the day before Denny my tour 
iguide, fetched me from my hotel. While the 
kids went to Toys R Us and the adults re- 
kurned to their rooms to rest, I took the bus 
ito Tung Chung and then a long MTR ride 

hich had me switching trains. I had a mis- 
F sion—to pick up two pairs of Japanese-de- 
signed Chiso Havaianas that Pedder Red 
was holding for me. That trip was almost 
juneventful—except that on the way back, T 
[got on the wrong train because I didn't real- 
ize that Chai Wan and Wan Chai were two 
different places. That was fun. 

The next day was even more fun—rife 
with eye candy, surprises, good food, train 

; Tides, long walks and even suspense. 


Тһе Big Brands 
i i Our first few stops were Meccas of luxury 


‘shopping at Central and Causeway Bay. Den- 
ny told me about a funny trend in Hong Kong 
now—big brand shops have little coffee 
shops and a lot of rich ladies hang out there 
for tea. Designer tea parties, that's what Td 
like to call them. We saw Joyce, Alexandra 
House, Giorgio Armani, Louis Vuitton, Gucci 
and Harvey Nichols where Denny got at- 
‘tached to bright yellow wallet. 

| It was the first of the numerous bright 

‘yellow things that lit up that day. 

Ididn’t think I would find anything ofin- 
terest in those stores—after all, 1 am an 
икау girl and a big bargain hunter. Luxury 
shopping and my bank account don’t mix. 
‘That is, until we went to the The Landmark 
and we stopped by the Celine boutique and 
I saw the limited edition Celine havaianas. 

Not ready to splurge that early in the 
moming, I asked Denny, "Will we still see а 
Celine boutique after we go to Harbour 
City?” 

He said, "Let me put it this way—we will 

|. be seeing Celine boutiques before, during 
and after we go to Harbour City.” 

‘Ah, Hong Kong. You've got to love it. 


Queue, г, s, t, u, v 
One thing Гуе noticed about Hong Kong 
is you don't know where one shopping 
building ends and another starts. Denny 
said that there's really a conscious effort to 
‘connect ralis and buildings for the conve- 
'nience of the people, so they don't have to 
walk outside if it’s raining or if the sun is 
too hot. It didn't matter if the buildings 
were owned by different people, they co- 
, operated to make things better for con- 
|, sumers. 1 thought that was a remarkable 
^ thing. 
{ Denny was very excited about our next 
,istop. But when we reached A Bathing Ape, 
Ihe door was closed and there was a long 
{іле of people outside. Young people, old 
people, funky-looking people, serious-look- 
ing people. They were all waiting to go in- 
ide Bathing Ape. 

"Why?" I asked Denny. He didn't know 
Weither. There must be a huge sale going on, 
1 1 thought. But 1 couldn't believe people 
$ ‘would line up that early for a sale—it was 

nly 10 in the morning. 

Deciding to go back when the queue was 

one, we went to our next stop. Tulip (16 
On Lan Street), which looks like a big girls 
dollhouse, sells floaty dresses, quirky 


Yes. it that time of the year again. The 
К arie tarine i. 
Thé frenzy will last unti the end of August. 


ies. Thefun also includes tha Hong Kong 
Shopper of the Year contest (пом with 20. 
participating teams trom different coun- 
tries) and the Grand Lucky Draw which 
Would give away 113 prizes worth HK$2.7 
million. The grand prize is an Audemars 
Piguet Jules Audemars watch valued at 
|- RK$590.000. Я 


For more information, visit www.dis- 
coverhongkong.com. 


clothes, vintage accessories and shabby chic 
pieces from Europe. The place felt magi- 
cal—it was perfect for a photo shoot. 


Break for lunch 

Island Beverly (No. 1 Great George Street, 
Causeway Bay, Hong Kong) was our next 
stop. Strangely, a lot of them were still closed 
even if it was noon. As we went around the. 
building, Denny said there was an interesting 
story behind the stores and he promised to 
share itwith me during lunch. 

Over deep-fried oysters, barbecued pork 
buns, Viemamese-style shrimp rice rolls, siao 
long bun, pan-fried scallop cakes and shrimp 
dumplings at Superstar Seafood restaurant, 
Denny told me about the rise of youth malls in 
Hong Kong 

"We have a lot of young people who studied 
design. They don't want to work in an office 
and they think they know what young people 
want so many of them put up their own 
stores,” he said. The stores are tiny—most of 
them just 30 to 40 square feet—but they 
make the most out of the space. The stores 
can be found in Island Beverly and in another 
building called Rise, which we would see later 
in the day. 

The stores didn't become popular overnight 
but word spread, thanks to assistants who 
shopped there and then passed on the good 
news to the celebrities they work for. 

Denny said that the store hours were 
strange because they depended on the own- 
ers’ body clocks. "Young people go to parties 
atnight and they wake up late. Thats why the 
stores open late too.” 

Whata fun way to make a living. 


Late-night shopping 

Thanks to APM, one of Hong Kong's newer 
shopping malls, 1 can proudly say that I rode 
all the lines of the MTR during my trip. 

Located in the center of Kwun Tong, АРМ 
(Millennium City 5, 418 Kwun Tong Road, 
Kowloon) has been called the "pioneer of 
late-night shopping." I wonder what the ven- 
dors of the Ladies Market have to say about 
that. 

Offering floor after floor of interesting 
stores, Kwun Tong stays open until about 2 
a.m. And you'll probably need to stay until 
then to explore every little find in its numer- 
ous corners. One memorable store was МИЛ 
(which literally means “no brand”), a 
Japanese-owned store that sells good quality 
items with no brand names. People were go- 
ing crazy over their notebooks and gel pens. 
And yeah, I morphed into one of them. 

‘There was a store called Princess, which 
sold only pink, furry and girly things and a 


store called 2% that featured a lot of fun col- 
ectibles including Astroboy and On Dog and 
Friends items. Other interesting stores in- 
clude D-mop and extravaganza. 

"Happy Everyday” that’s the tagline of 
АРМ. And why shouldn’t shoppers be? 


Mickey everywhere 

1 may have skipped Disneyland but Mickey, 
still managed to find me. Cool store LT. of- 
fered mouse merchandise with an extra dose} 
of fashion. У 

Cantonyama at Tsim Sha Tsui (80 Cantony 
Road) was another interesting stop witht 
many stories packed with fashion pieces and! 
knick knacks. 

On our way to Rise Commercial Centre, we 
passed by another Louis Vuitton store and saw. 
‘another long queue. It was both amusing andf 
intriguing to see people so hell-bent on fashion 
that they'd line up for a long time under ti 
heat of the sun to get close to expensive bags. 

Rise (5-11 Granville Circuit, Tsim Sha Tsui) 
turned out to be awesome, even a little freaky. 
It was as if they searched the deepest corners, 
of my heart for clothes Tve dreamt of and putt 
them together in one crazy building. Big dra- 
matic tops, flowy blouses, rockin' shoes- 
felt like J was in Willy Wonka's factory if h 
made clothes instead of cavity-makers. 


А Bathing Ape, finally 

We finally made it inside A Bathing Ape. It 
did not disappoint. 1 finally remembered why 
the brand seemed so familiar—t had read 
about it in Time magazine. A Bathing Ape is a 
popular brand in Japan that has been called 
“the gold standard in cool.” The store was dif- 
ferent alright, good different—the patterned 
floors, racks of funky shelves, bright lights, 
shelves and shelves of really colorful shoes, 
and sneakers on conveyor belts moving be- 
neath our feet. 

Denny asked the guy at the door 
was a queue earlier. There was no big sale, chi, 


no. People were lining up because new stocks: i. 


had arrived. Now that's a real passion fors. 
fashion. | 
A mad sprint i 

‘The shopping tour ended with a mad sprint 
from Kowloon to Hong Kong side because; 
there was only one pair of Celine Havaianast 
left in my size and it was at Central, at the first 
Celine boutique we visited. H 

My feet were already killing me by фаб 
time and my heart pounded as we walked the 
long walk to the station. What if the last pair 
was gone? I thought. When it started to rain, 
Denny decided to have a little fun, “Now 
someone will get her feet wet and she'll think, 
Ishould buy new sandals. She'd walk into the 
store and buy the last pair of 37/38 Celine 
sandals...” 

But no, I beat the other (imaginary) rain- 
soaked Havaianas-chasing women. The 
saleswomen smiled in amusement when they || 
saw me. It was as if they knew I would rush 
back. 1 made it, with just a few minutes to 
spare before closing time, 

Soon, our legs and feet were able to rest as 
we dined on roast goose, roast pork, beef with 
Oyster sauce and deep-fried seaweed and 
shrimp paste roll at Yung Kee Restaurant. We 
ended the night with ice cream cones from 
Ben and Jerry's. 

‘But it was only day two of our Hong Kong 
пір. I spent the next three days with my family “ 
eating and raiding the usual haunts—Lane 
Crawford, Toys R Us, НМУ Sasa, Causeway Bay, 
‘Tsim Sha Tsui, Ladies Market, Sham Shui Po. 

Whether your thrill lies in luxury shopping} 
or bargain-hunting, shopping in Hong Kong 14 
always an adventure. It doesn’t matter wh 
you're with either. And whether you siphon| 
‘your bank account dry or manage to control) 
your spending, you will always come home 
loaded with stories го tell. 
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FOR TWO INCREDIBLE DAYS AND 
hights, a record number of participants 
and attendees turned the World Trade 
‘Center in Roxas Boulevard into a pit stop 
Jike no other. Styling Extreme 2006 lived 
{up to its billing as the biggest and most. 
prestigious convergence of car enthusi- 
‘asts in the country. 

$: Present were Heart Evangelista, Marc 
Nelson, Maritoni Fernandez, Rico Robles, 
Raymond Gutierrez, Bubbles Paraiso, 
Bianca Valerio, Devaughn, Brent Javier, 
Rich Herrera, Champ Lati-Pio of Hale and 
Xander Angeles. 


There was a break-daneing competition. 
that was judged by world-famous break- 
dancing champion and choreographer, 
BBoy Crumbs. The DJs that brought the 
house down were Manolet Dario, JJ Flo- 
res, Miss Lisa, GP Reyes, Mars Miranda 
and Invisibl Skratch Pikkz featuring DJ 
QBert, Shortkut and Yogafrog. The real 
highlight of the two-day event was the Car 
Show proper where over $5,000 in cash 
prizes were up for grabs. Judged by RJ De 
Vera and LJ Garcia, legendary figures in 
the car-tuning scene, a dazzling display of 
well-pimped rides competed for 12 excit- 


ing categories. 

Dennis Go's beautifully-modified 1995 
Honda Civic bagged the Best in Show 
award and the $1,000 prize. Best 
SUV/Truck honors went to the awesome 
Ford 180 of Johnny Chua. Irwin Dizon's 
Chevy Impala won Best Lowrider. Gerald 
Hidalgo's 1996 Honda Civic actually won 
both in the Best Paint and Best Graphics 
category while Alec Ongs 2005 Honda 
Jazz also won two awards—Best Multi- 
media and Best Audio Install. Other 
awards were won by ERS for Best Team, 
Atoy Body Shop for Best Team Represen- 


tation while Import Hook-Ups of a Honda 
52000 and Toyota Altezza of Philson Co 
and Keith Bryan Ham took home the SX 
Choice Award. Other category winners 
are: Nissan Open—Vic Pena (Nissan 
3502), Mitsubishi Open—Alvin Gan 
(Evo8), Toyota Open—Richie Wee (Toy- 
ota Camry), Japanese Open—Ronald 
Nazal (Subaru STI WRC), American 
Open—Elmer Parrenas (Ford Lynx 2001 
series), European Open—Allen Dizon. 
(Audi TT), Korean Open—Lyman Chua 
(Hyundai Getz), Dub Open—Tony Pineda 
(Ford Expedition) A 


RJ De Vera, a consultant for the movie 
“The Fast And The Furious” was impressed 
with the car show entries. ‘A good number 
of them will definitely do well in car shows 
in the States," he said. “Му advice to those 
who want to build their own cars and seri, 
ously pursue this career is that you have to 
give it time and you got to love what you 
do. i 

More than anything else, you have to dd 
itfor yourself” 1 

Start revving up your engines for next 
years tour It’s going to be another 
ürllpgride.:. . l0 Я 
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1940s Varga girls with bright lips and eyelin- 
er. “She was literally born under a lucky star 
and everything she does is just perfect and 
gorgeous,” Greene describes. “She knows the 
right makeup, the right hair, the right out 
fits—everything comes to her very easily.” 

Greene also found the task of making Lo- 
han's eyes “visible but hidden” a challenge. 
"We wanted to see her and not see her; make 
it gorgeous and beautiful but also make it a 
masquerade,” Greene says. The final look 
chosen for the masquerade ball is Italian- 
themed, inspired by traditional Venetian 
masks. Greene used Swarovski crystals and 
swirls of gold traced around Ashley's eyes. 
“The look starts out flawless,” Greene says. 
“But when she loses her luck, everything be- 
comes smeary. We see a physical transforma- 
tion which helps to sell the idea that her luck 
has really gone sour" 

The newly-unlucky Ashley wears a hodge- 
podge of clothes that reflect her unfortunate 
turn of events. "She starts borrowing clothes 
from other people, which puts her in a lot of 
color and a lot of different kinds of clothing 
that she would never have worn as Ashley, the 
successful and lucky young woman,” says 
‚Jones. “Her borrowed look is a mish-mash of 
sorts and takes her into a palette of bright col- 
ors; casual clothing and jeans. Her hair and 
makeup become clean and simple, with a nat- 
ural prettiness showing through." 

Ashley's look hits rock bottom as she gets 
doused with real mud. Greene put in a bid to 
help Lohan through it by offering up face 
‘mask mud instead of real mud, but Lohan re- 
fused, “I was like, fine, let me just do it,” she 
says, laughing. 


Andy on the Runway 

‘Anne Hathaway plays Andy Sachs who just 
got of college in the fashion-forward comedy 
“The Devil Wears Prada” opposite Meryl 
Streep. As Andy steps into the dizzying world 
of New York fashion where Runway Magazine 
is considered the Holy Grail, it dawns on her 
that being Miranda's (Streep) assistant will 
take more than drive and determination. 

To become the perfect assistant, Andy will 
need to make herself over in Miranda's image. 
Soon, much to her boyfriend's (Adrian Gre- 
nier) dismay, she can talk the talk, walk the 
walk flawlessly and never again confuse 
Dolce with Gabbana. But the more of life she 
sees through Miranda’s eyes, the more she be- 
gins to grasp that Miranda's world is a fabu- 
fous buta terribly lonely one—and that some- 
times great success depends on great sacri- 
fice. 

‘Anne Hathaway, the breakout star of “The 
Princess Diaries,” and who had a key role in 
“Brokeback Mountain,” portrays Andy, a 
journalism student who believes she can 
change the world after leaving the comforts 
of Northwestern University and landing in 
the big city 

‚Andy, says (director) David Frankel, “is on 
а journey that we all take when we get our 
first jobs and discover what the real world is 
Jike, We're faced with ethical and moral choic- 
es that we never considered, and we learn 
about ourselves.” Hathaway adds, “If you're 
‘over age 21, you've probably, had some of 
Andy's experiences." 

In the distorted aesthetics of the New York 
fashion scene, a size 6 like Andy stands out. 
"She is a beautiful girl who is not model-thin, 
which is an important distinction for thi 
character,” says Frankel. Hathaway embodied 
‘Andy with grace and humor, “Anne is funny 
and will do things in a way that not a lot of ac- 
tors could do,” Finerman adds, “and every 
time she does so, it is fresh and new. She finds 
the funny and never holds back." 

Andy's first moments with Miranda are a Li 
soul-crushing disaster. Judged simply by het О 
cotton blend sweater and shapeless skirt, 

Andy is dismissed with a wave of Miranda's 


Е: Rich in protein. 
hand. But Andy doesn't take no for answer. LU 
She may not be the best-dressed girl in the i Full of flavor. 


room, but she's smart and she'll work hard. 
This makes an impression on a woman to 
whom no one dares even ask a question, let 
alone contradict. 

Dressed in drab or face full of mud, Anne 
Hathaway and Lindsay Lohan pull it off in the 
most drop-dead gorgeous fashion in "Just My 
Luck" and "The Devil Wears Prada,” soon to 
‘open in Philippine cinemas from 20th Centu- 
ту Fox to be distributed by Warner Bros. > . 
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ANNE Hathaway 
as Andy Sachs 
A 


ters Lindsay Lohan and Anne Hath- 

away hit it соо! and chic in the work- 
place as they blend their own style sensibili 
ties in the upcoming fashion comedies “Just 
My Luck” and "The Devil Wears Prada." 

"Just My Luck" is the story of Ashley Al- 
bright (Lindsay Lohan), the luckiest woman. 
in the world, a person to whom all the good 
things in life have come far too easily. 


Lucky Ashley 

She can pick a lottery ticket at random and 
hit the jackpot. In New York, the world's busi- 
est city, Ashley never has to wait for a cab. 
‘And she has a terrific job as an account execu- 
tive at a prestigious public relations firm. Ev- 
erything goes Ashley's way. She was never 
prepared for her luck to run out during a mas- 
querade ball when she got together with Jake 
(Chris Pine) on the dance floor. At that mo- 
ment, their luck switched and Ashley's world 
turns upside down. 

Lohan, a fashion enthusiast, relished the 
opportunity to bring her sensibilities to Ash- 
leys wardrobe. At the film's start, Ashley's 
"lucky look" is quickly established. "She is this 
pristine, dressed-in-white, almost imperme- 
able person who can walk through the streets 
of New York and never get a drop of anything 
on her,” says Jones. "She wears a white Ver- 
sace cashmere coat in the opening shots of the 
movie. Underneath is a sheer top ina creamy 
white color with gold threads and a great silk 
charmeuse skirt. Very pale, high-heeled 
Valentino boots, a pale Valentino purse and a 
white cashmere pashmina complete the look 
She starts out in white and in shades of white 
and continues that way until she loses her 
luck." 

To create that pristine, untouchable 
sparkle, makeup artist Kimberly Greene pat- 
terned Ashley's masquerade makeup after ће 
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Natural green 
tea leaves 


Not just powder. 
Not just concentrates. 
C2 contains pure, natural 
green lea leaves perfecily brewed 
1o release their delicate flavor. 


EARR BRM 


ё Mandarin for 
green tea leaves gently ~ F “brewed Кот natural 
to relain the antioxidants FE green tea leaves” 

normally lostin other Ё 
ехосйоп processes. 


ANDY slowly morphs into Miranda. 
What you read is what you drink-all the. 

goodness, the freshness and flavor of 

natural green tea leaves of the Camellia 

sinensis variety, brewed and bottled on 

the very same day only by C2 Green Tea! 

C2 Green Tea is the only green tea drink 

that goes through the unique process of 

capturing the purest, most natural flavor of 

Green Tea so it gets Ю you the way it should. 


And that makes the C2 difference! 


LINDSAY Lohan as Ashley Albright 


“Enjoy 50% discount on this 
256MB MP3 player when you 
buy participating TV models. 


= 

| here are lots of 
reasons to CELEBRATE 
here at ABENSON! 
Check out our top 
reasons 


HERE AT ABENSON, С} 
CHANCE TO WIN WHAT 
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} ALL CITIBANK CARDHOLDERS ENJOY 

1 SHOPPING AT ABENSON! This year, 
Abenson along with Citibank, rolls out the 
WIN WHAT YOU BUY RAFFLE PROMO 
where 15 Abenson shoppers will get a chance 
to win back in shopping credits the amount of 

‚the appliance they bought. Plus, to give out 
more prizes there will be 50 lucky winners of 
appliances. There will be-over 1.5million worth 
of prizes to be given away! 


0% INSTALLMENT 
up to 24 months 

ABENSON HAS RAFFLE, FREEBIES, 
EXCITING BUNDLES AND MANY OTHER 
GREAT PROMOTIONS! But to cap it all off, 
Abenson offers easy payment terms through 
0% interest installment on all major credit cards 
Customers get to buy their appliance in easy 
payment terms of up to 24 months! Buying 
appliance on installment has never been 
this light! 
Gsrcuenv wank ate быб р Onankann cifibank 


u ЙУ шана НВС Әметов 
‚ABENSON BOHOL ORENS ON диме 30 
\ 2 


x 


Located at the second floor of Island City Mall, 
ABENSON Tagbilaran Bohol will be the first 
ever Abenson store їп the island. It spans over 
1,000 square meters & by far the biggest 
appliance showroom in the region. Abenson 
Bohol will surely catch the interest of Boholanos 
as they now get a chance to shop for the best 
appliance brands at great value deals! 


ABENSON 
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e Let 
"Geta 16pc DINNERWARE SET ога :*Тпе last aircon hurrah before the 

32pc DINNERWARE SET when you ^ price increase! Still get a FREE Electric 
buy participating refrigerator and Fan when you buy participating 

range when you shop from Abenson. room airconditioner from Abenson! 
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SONY DVD-605 
Д 20x Optical Zoom 1 800% 
*] оюна! Zoom. DVD-RW 7 
DVD-R Mult Format 


Game What You Buy 


Universal Plus Function & Я 2 
Personal Preference, EH 
MTS DocodelSAP. 
P1,600 /12mos. E 33 
cash P19,198 


E 1-4 Citibank PayLite 


Music Payback, Up to 4 Hours 
Side Show, 1.5 Display 
P1,915 fomos, 

cash P11,490 


15lucky Citibank cardholders can win back their PayLite purchases of upto 
P100,000. Plus 50 consolation prizes will be given away inthe raffle draw. 


LG DKt30 
Compact and Slim Design. 

DVD! VCDI MPSMIMAJPEGI > 
DivX Playback, 3D Surround, - i T 
Progressive Scan 3 Exclusively available at: 
P2,999 SRP 

F = GALL 7] wow macic si 

Ü Contains 2064 Вий-о Song. 

100% Wow Philippines 

Picture Background 


P11,450 SRP 


FREE LG Watch 


Join 
Abenson's 
Videocam 
Techie Talks & 
sa FREE consultation +, 
оле latest gadgets 


ZEE 13-— п =, A cítibank 
Capture the moments on these ЧЕ От бшсе rm ee 


dates and venues АА КЕЕН Ез 


"ELEGANT 0255740  ™ STYLISH 
BLACK PANEL, PANEIS SILVER PANE 


BOTTOM SPEAKER [ j s BOTTOM SPEAKER, 
STUNNER. OOM:CENTER { SPACE SAVER DESIGN. 


Watch your favorite movies in aod Пур OSH REN L Save on space, not on style. 
stunning enhanced audio on I е d The bottom speaker design and 

à TV with stunning good looks. 1 the 1 E $ 21-inch view screen makes this 
This design will surely make your 1 J i 7 stylish TV perfect for your bedroom. 
home look charmingly elegant. 


Adjustable screen 


Fnorgysaving 1 à “a The Sharp 
Flat TV 


Series 


we aharp ph 


v 24 montis 


LG 32LX2R 


wicony 1ай шшш мв. ТВ], 
REI мез 
osc 
Tee rm, 
' 666 7 q SAMSUNG LA32R71B Lj 
wD тю 1 32" LCD TV. 


on 2188 mo 


90 for 24months 


SONY KLV S40A10 
40" Bravia LCD Television, 
Wega Gate Navigator 
SRS Tru Surround XT 


SAMSUNG LA32M61B 
зг LCD TV 
1368х768 Resolution 
Digital Natural тас 
© 


LAST FEUI UNITS 


Avail of the offers in selected Abenson stores! 


Before 34,999 


Now 19,988 


Sony DCR-TRV38 


Mini DV Camcorder, 3.5" LCD Sereen 
10X Optical Zoom / 120x Digital Z 


DVD605" DvD705* 
~ [облы assi 
Before 39,999 ag Mess Pe CO 


Now 29; 599 10,000 352 oo Кт сс ante 


LU NE NE 


Before 27,999 £&i . For more Info regarding promotions and compatible accessories, ps. contact below ог visit your nearest Authorized Sony dealers, like.no.other" 
now 23,999 m 


ғ Exclusively Distributed by: Sony Philippines Inc- 26th Fi Tower 1,6766 The Enterprise Center, Ayala Avenue cor. 
wwwsonycom.ph | paseo de Rosas Makati Chy, 1226 PHILIPPINES 


Contact us to get ay of a FREE copy of Sony's promo catalogue at ^ 
visit our website at www.sony.com.ph 
| Catch the promo craze this summer only from Sony! Promo period; April 22 to July 2, 2006 , 


Sony Digicam DSC-T9 
Before 32,999 


now 27,899 | p5 888 0% 


exciting promo, af : The exclusive programmable 
Get itat Abenson CHRONOSWITCH* & ENERGY SAVING PLUG” 


Save up to 40% on electricity consumption. 


CELEBRATION 


[i] Hurry! Until July 2 only 
D A 


interest 
А ^ installment 


The exclusive NOISESHIELD* 
anti-noise system 
So quiet you can almost hear a pin drop. 


€ 


WHITE WESTINGHOUSE 
WR1905C 

7 cubic feet semi 

automatic refrigerator 

vith power saving function 
European design 


Een 


312,200 cash 


ГТ ЖИИ 


The exclusive DURA-LA: 
technology 
Optimized anti-rust design. 


{PANASONIC NRB905E 


9 cubic feet, WHIRLPOOL WBM 10 


D 10 cubi feet, по frost, 
manual defrost, E 109 t 
energy efficient. 3 360° surround cool 

dial control thermostat. horizontai door handie 


14,799 cash Y 19,995 cosn 


ae 4933 rines M. 3,338. roni s monne 


CONDURA WCONDOO6EA CARRIER WCARFOTOEA WHIRLPOOL AVM 585 
БНР manual control anti 1HP manual control 1.0 cubic feet, electronic 


bacterial fiter ,10 stage anti energy saving function. control double emission 
rust treatment Away air distribution system, quartz gril function 


6764 =. 14,678 =. 8498 .. 


"Promo applicable on Cash and card purchases. Applicable оп selected models. Picture may vary rom actual em. Prices and 
specications may change wihout prior nonce Per DTI NCR Permit по 1368 Senes 012006 _ 


VISIT AN ABENSON STORE 
NEAR YOU! 
Азор Angeles 
850-88508014 (045) 858-9086 6259623 
509096 Bilan 
‘Avent 
7582315 to 20 рен 
Caina 1 


Batangas 645-0402 1004 

(043) 123 61900004 

= pu 

E (049) 557024035 

Qua) 464-1402 Commonwealth 
957-89708501 

сата? Dasmariñas 

681-530110 05 (046) 416:2104-114415287 

Carmona ета 

(046) 420-270108 596-7914400-024649 

! Congressional Farmers 

$27.30095209563 —— 914-110871494 

Dau Galeria 

10045) 802-4205 se 

берч General Trias 

lan (046) 419-1148/1150 

{ғамон ne 

IE (46) 471-202086 Я 

енен oe rs y азор 

1 ies 3629405198 ? 

850-9775 } ee 


© Uns 4 Fully Automatic Washer 
nm 687-1610/1698 
Galaria 


| Lows : 
6225101059117 (046) 515-5740151 < When its superb engineering and intuitive performance 
Harrison Рага Makai you're after, the Whirlpool Washing Machine is all that 
ааны 812-2882/1584 and more. With its hassle-free innovation, it has the 
за Магоропі ability to take оп big loads without taking too much of 
Goud dinis [ your time. Itis also conveniently designed to take care of 
monn ET ? the toughest of stains in the most delicate of fabrics, 
vs таси MC almost as if you washed it by hand. 

(043) 404-1851 Peat Plaza 
753-3142 851-8401/03- м Now this is what cleaning power is all about. 
Lucena. Quad 

41042) 373-0443146 818-8453/819-5663 


Malabon a un = 
2EIAMTBUMAROS2 941-5004619161 E E RS 
Metropolis San Pablo j Lu m zn 


[cr [pm ©, 2 
Pasg pues $ <i M ea 
656-664347 631-5188. а Е z 


Plaridel Sta Rosa Xtra Roll Action Agitator — Hotwash Function Heavy Duty Large Capacity w- de LJ 

‚ Фм) 7059271 (019) 534-6991 Ensures ril over of Guarantees the removal of Can accommodate huge een GN um) 
Quezon Cily sM cy clothes for a cleaner, stubborn dirt with the loads without compromising ктг тоза pe 
тоюп 50 nn whiter wash. ый heater М туйдык Fully tat Fully Automatic Washer 
Rosario 827-05180506 Moser. mashe with Hotwesh with Sales Tab 
(06) 490-5457 Lots 

= paean er a a me ңы КЕН ны N Mtm d a Ca D ут 
SasaMeQNS о j : 

Shangri-la  886-6620/6491/92. 
690-8017 ioo 

St France RAG Angeles 
633-1382164 (Ot) eaten 
Tayuman Valenzuela 


|262.578108/85 217-9530839 " 2 w 
Í _. ABENSON WHIRLPOOL QUALITY EXPRESS SERVICE SENSING THE DIFFERENCE 


The better choice made even better. 


